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100 JARE VAN DIE
AFRIKAANSE TAAL

he centenary celebration of

Afrikaans becoming an of-
ficial South African language cul-
minated in a major national event
led by the Minister of Sport, Arts
and Culture, Gayton McKenzie on
Saturday, 9 May 2026, at the War
Museum of the Boer Republics in
Bloemfontein.
The celebration marks the 100-year
milestone since Afrikaans official-

ly replaced Dutch as one of South

Africa’s official languages on May
8,1925. Afrikaans emerged during
the 18th century in the Dutch Cape
Colony, evolving from Dutch dia-
lects into a distinct language.

Afrikaans has since grown into
one of South Africa’s most spoken
languages, currently the first lan-
guage of approximately 6.4 million
people, or 10.6% of the national
population and 60% of the native

Afrikaans speakers are black and

J Department of
Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation
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mostly Coloured in particular.
Globally, around 7.4 million peo-
ple speak Afrikaans as their moth-
er tongue, with significant com-
munities in Namibia, Botswana,
Eswatini, and in countries such as
Australia, New Zealand, Canada,

and the United Kingdom.

The Department of Sport, Arts and
Culture (DSAC), together with the
War Museum of the Boer Repub-




lics, an entity of the Department
and the Free State Provincial Gov-
ernment, presented a programme
that celebrated the richness and
diversity of the Afrikaans taal and
culture. As one of the country’s of-
ficial languages, Afrikaans holds a
significant place in the nation’s his-
torical and cultural landscape. The
celebration, featured Afrikaans
music, literature, comedy, theatre,
and cuisine and also provided an
opportunity to reflect on the evolu-
tion of the language while advanc-
ing efforts to preserve, develop,
and promote Afrikaans, in line
with the Department’s mandate to
safeguard and celebrate South Af-

rica’s rich and diverse heritage.

In his keynote address during the
event, Minister Gayton McKenzie
emphasised that Afrikaans, like all

South Africa’s languages, deserves

equitable status and support:

“Ek staan vandag hier by die
Oorlogsmuseum van die Boer-
erepublieke, ’'n plek van herin-
nering aan lyding, aan verset, en
aan ‘n gemeenskap wat geveg het
om homself te bewaar, en daardie
geskiedenis word deur my eer-
biedig. Maar die kragtigste ding
wat hierdie geleentheid kan doen,
is om ’'n groter verhaal te vertel as
die verhaal van enige enkele ge-
meenskap, want Afrikaans is grot-
er as enige enkele gemeenskap, en

dit was van die begin af so.

Hierdie taal is ons gesamentlike
erfenis, nie joune of myne nie
maar ons s’n, gesmee in die hitte
van ontmoeting, vermenging, kon-
flik en versoening, en sy dra die
stemme van slawe en sendelinge,
van imams en predikante, van

digters en boere, van Khoi-jagters

en Maleise ambagsmanne, van
kinders op skoolvelde en oumas
in kombuise, en van straatverkop-
ers en staatsmanne. Sy is 'n Afri-
kataal, gebore op Afrikaanse grond
deur Afrikaanse mense in Afri-
kaanse omstandighede, en nie ten
spyte van haar kompleksiteit nie
maar juis daardeur, is Sy een van
die merkwaardigste tale op aarde”.
Speaking on behalf of the Free
State MEC for Sport, Arts, Culture
and Recreation, HOD Dr Masego
Tshabalala also underscored the
importance of preserving cultural
heritage and promoting linguistic
diversity in South Africa.

“This celebration recognises the
history and contribution of Afri-
kaans as part of South Africa’s di-
verse culture, and the need to re-
spect and protect all languages and

cultures,” said Tshabalala.
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outh Africa commemorated

the 32nd anniversary of its first
democratic elections on April 27,
2026. This National Day of Sig-
nificance marks the historic end
of centuries of colonialism, apart-
heid, and white minority rule, cel-
ebrating the birth of an inclusive
constitutional democracy and the
restoration of human dignity for
all citizens.
The 2026 Freedom Day Celebra-
tion took place on April 27, under
the month-long theme of, “Free-
dom and the Rule of Law: Thirty
Years of Democratic Citizenship”.
in the town of Mangaung. The
event took on special significance
as it aligned with the 30th anniver-
sary of the adoption of the South

African Constitution. It also com-

memorated 70 years since the
1956 Women’s March and 50 years
since the Soweto youth uprisings.
Festivities of the day included the
traditional military parade and cer-
emonial 21-gun salute by the South
African National Defence Force.

Minister of Sport, Arts, and Cul-
ture Mr Gayton McKenzie and
MEC for Sport, Arts, Culture and
Recreation (DSACR) Ms Ntombi-
zanele Sifuba co-directed the for-
mal programme where President
of the Republic of South Africa,
Mr Cyril Ramaphosa delivered the
keynote address. While addressing
the multitudes of people gathered
at the Dr Petrus Rantlai Molemela
Stadium, President Cyril Ram-
aphosa encouraged South Africans
to protect and uphold the freedom

MANGAUNG HOSTS
FREEDOM DAY

WUH"\J.'L.L '!

that has been given to them.
“Our future will not be built by
forgetting where we come from,
but by acting with courage on what
we have learned — united by one
Constitution, bound by a collective
responsibility to each other, and in
pursuit of a shared destiny.

The Freedom were celebrating
today belongs to all of us. It does
not belong to one party. It does not
belong to one generation. It be-
longs to the people of South Africa
— past, present and future. Let us
protect it. Let us uphold it. Let us
live by it”, said Ramaphosa.
Minister Gayton McKenzie em-
phasised that Freedom Day pro-
vides an opportunity for South
Africans to reflect on the gains of

democracy, honour the sacrifices
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of those who fought for freedom, our people and secured forever by
and recommit to building a united, our Constitution”, said Mckenzie.

inclusive and just society. “The The Freedom Day commemora-
freedom we enjoy today was not tion brought together all organs of
handed to us — it was fought for by state and all three spheres of Gov-

-
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ernment, alongside representatives
from civil society and various sec-
tors, in a unified national celebra-
tion of the country’s democratic

progress.
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UFS ANTHROPOLOGY STUDENTS
VISIT WINNIE MANDELA TOWN
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On 24 April 2026, a heritage site

tour and subsequent dialogue
took place with students from the
Anthropology department of the
University of the Free State. This
initiative aimed to expose students
to significant heritage sites within
the Free State, as well as to stimu-
late discussions surrounding these
sites as part of their assessment.
This was done as part of the com-
munity conversations on social co-
hesion and nation building, run by
Heritage Services. The tour com-
menced at the NG Kerk Brandfort,
a declared provincial heritage site,
where students received a histori-
cal overview of the church. Nota-
bly, the church served as a refuge,
especially for children, during the
South African War (1899-1902),

and it features a statue of an angel

that honours the women and chil-
dren who perished in concentra-
tion camps during this tumultuous
period. In a significant develop-
ment, the town of Brandfort was
renamed Winnie Mandela Town
on 6 August 2021 (Gov Gazette
no. 44943, notice 682). The tour
proceeded to Majwemasweu town-
ship, where students were shown a
street adorned with murals depict-
ing iconic figures such as Winnie
Mandela, Nelson Mandela, and
Hugh Masekela. The students were
guided through house number 802
in the Phathakahle Section of Ma-
jwemasweu, which Winnie Man-
dela inhabited from 1977 to 1985.
Upon her arrival in Brandfort,
Winnie Mandela became an influ-
ential political figure for aspiring

young activists within the town-

ship. Despite being under stringent
police surveillance, her residence
served as a crucial hub for political
mobilisation among students. Her
political activities predominantly
took place within the confines of
her home, which often attracted
police scrutiny, leading to interro-
gations and victimisation of those
who sought her guidance. Con-
sequently, her home evolved into
both a sanctuary and a school for
many, especially younger individ-
uals seeking refuge and education
during a turbulent time.

Following visits to both the NG
Kerk and Winnie Mandela’s house,
students were prompted to reflect
on their experiences and the emo-
tional responses elicited by these
spaces. The discussions yielded

several notable insights:
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1. Many students found the atmos-
phere at the NG Kerk to be isolat-
ing, struggling to forge a connec-
tion with the space.

2. Conversely, Winnie Mandela’s
home evoked a sense of nostal-
gia for some students, with the
furnishings reminiscent of their
grandmothers’ homes.

3. Other students expressed feel-
ings of sorrow as they entered
the space, gaining a deeper un-

derstanding of Winnie Mandela’s

DSACR Newsletter

suffering. They noted the confined
nature of the house, contemplating
the challenges she faced in such
limited quarters.

4. Furthermore, the students ar-
ticulated a sense of unease, feeling
that, much like during apartheid,
entering Winnie Mandela’s space
represented a new form of surveil-
lance, reflecting on the ongoing
impact of the past.

This

scored the significant emotional

reflection session under-

complexities associated with his-
torical spaces tied to personal and
collective memory.

This initiative not only provided
valuable historical insights but
also fostered a greater understand-
ing of the complexities surround-
ing these heritage sites among the

participating students.




Refengkgotso Library celebrated Freedom Month through engaging educational visits by localéearly
childhood development centres. On 17 April, 96 learners and five educators from Thembakubeka Edu-
care visited the library to commemorate Freedom Day, while on the 24th April, Reatlehile Educare
visited with 12 learners and two adults.

The learners participated in a short educational session about the history of freedom in South Africa and
the heroes who fought for democracy. The visits also included a library tour where the children were in-
troduced to different sections of the library and its services. The day concluded with fun and educational

play activities using the library toys, creating an enjoyable learning experience for all.

Article by: Ms Elizabeth Mokoena, Library Assistant.

In celebration of World Book Day, Matlwangtlwang & Steynsrus Public Libraries visited Matlwatl-
wang Secondary School in Steynsrus.

Learners and teachers at Matlwatlwang Secondary School marked World Book Day with reading, per-
formances, and a renewed love for literature. Matlwatlwang Secondary School transformed into a hub
of stories, imagination, and learning as learners and staff celebrated World Book Day. The event, held
in the school hall and library, aimed to promote reading culture and remind everyone that books remain

one of the most powerful tools for learning and growth.
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The day kicked off with a special assembly where the principal opened with a message about the im-
portance of reading beyond the classroom. “Books open doors to worlds you may never visit, ideas you
may never hear, and opportunities you may never see, we celebrate not just books, but the future they
help us build”.

The Grade 8 to Grade 12 learners participated in a variety of activities designed to make reading fun
and interactive:

Character Dress-Up: Learners came dressed as their favourite book characters, from classic figures like
Shakespeare’s Juliet to modern heroes from local Sesotho and English novels. The creativity on display
sparked conversations and laughter across the school.

Reading Aloud Sessions: Senior learners read excerpts from Sesotho folktales and English short stories
to junior classes. The sessions highlighted the value of storytelling in preserving culture and language.
Poetry and Storytelling Corner: Learners shared original poems and short stories, many of which re-

flected their experiences growing up in the community.

M . Letsitsi
Library Assistant
Matlwangtlwang Public Library
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MELODING PUBLIC LIBRARY CELEBRATES WORLD BOOK DAY

During the month of April, Meloding Public Library in the Lejweleputswa District came alive with
color, imagination, and joy as it celebrated World Book Day. Alongside children from the Boitekong
Primary School book club. The event was a Vibrant showcase of creativity, with learners honouring the
theme by dressing up as their Favourite storybook characters.

The events objective was to encourage a love for reading. The celebration was more than just dress-
up; it was a reminder of the importance of reading and shaping young minds through storytelling. The
staff emphasized how such events nurture creativity, build confidence and encourage a lifelong love for
books.

The partnership between Meloding Public library and Boitekong Public School reflects a shared com-
mitment to literacy and education.

World book Day at Meloding was a celebration of stories, imagination, and a bright future of young
readers-a day where books truly came to life through the eyes of children.

Written by Boniswa Faku

Assistant Librarian
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38 YEARS IN PUBLIC SERVICE:
MSIBI LEAVES A LEGACY

hm &0

Zwelinzima “SAZM” Msibi was honoured by col-
leagues during a farewell function held on 30 April
2026, marking the conclusion of his remarkable 38-
year career in public service. Gracefully bowing out
of office 228, which he had occupied for 25 years at
the Department of Sport, Arts, Culture and Recrea-
tion, Msibi leaves behind a significant legacy. Dur-
ing the farewell function held at NALN, Mr Victor
Nene from the Free State Department of Education
praised Msibi for fostering a collaborative relation-
ship between the Department and the Department
of Education. Msibi’s extensive work included out-
reach programmes in schools, heritage site tours, and
initiatives with Values in Education, all designed to
shape the leaders of tomorrow. Thapelo Monoane,
a close colleague, reflected on Msibi’s impact, de-
scribing him as a father figure who not only guided
him professionally but also instilled essential values
that have helped him grow both as a human being
and a father. Msibi’s managers spoke highly of him
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as a dedicated and inspiring colleague. In his farewell speech, he expressed a realisation that
after 38 years, the routine of waking up to go to work will come to an end, and this is an ad-

justment he acknowledges might be a challenge. He conveyed deep gratitude to his colleagues,

highlighting the remarkable experiences and positive influences they had on his growth. The
function was enlivened by the Musicon band, creating a celebratory atmosphere as colleagues
honoured Msibi, giving him his flowers while he could still smell them. Beyond his compelling
rhetoric, Msibi will be remembered for his extraordinary ability to narrate the rich history of the
Free State, leaving an indelible mark on all who had the privilege of working alongside him.
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MY JOURNEY AT LIBRARY SERVICES
HENNA ADENDORFF

I started working as a librarian at the Free State

Provincial Library Services on the 1st of Febru-
ary 1989, as a cataloguer at Documentation on the
15th floor of the Fidel Castro Building. | étalogu—
ing, classification and indexing of librafy material
is a very rewarding part of librarianship — and an
added bonus is the fact that you have access to all
new library material procured.

The Free State Provincial Library Services re-
ceived a grant from the Carnegie Project from July
200 It'qi June 2004 to develop school community
libraries, in Phuthaditjhaba. I became part of the
November 2000 as a trainer for the new

cials of the new school community li-

ing as a team together with the Dis-

Managef and principal librarians of the Thabo

ities in using the librar-

ies were implemented and't ed on

the importance of toys and how
the development of school readines
mentation of a culture of reading.
Communities in QwaQwa were informed about tl
importance of libraries and the different services
available that can make in difference in their daily
lives. Officials were trained on the usage of these
different resources available in libraries.

After the Carnegie Project I continued to work at
Development Services in the p6 t of Principal Li- \.
brarian Training. I enjoyed developing and pre-

senting training courses to the Libsary Services

PG 12
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library officials in the Free State, as well as assisting with the coordination of trainings arranged either

through the Human Resources Devel nt Unit of the Department or library related trainings arranged

such as Capacity Building Programs on y matters for officials of libraries.

In 2013 I became the Assistant Director for I_.e'velopment Services and many projects like opening of new
libraries, implementation of toy libraries, research reports, outreach activities, reading festivals, working
with IT and many other divisions of the Department became part of my daily tasks.

For me it was a privilege to be part of Free State Provincial Library Services. 1 will forever cherish the
time that I was working and developing as an employee of the Department. May the Free State Provin-
cial Library Services grow from strength to strength.

Going forward, 1 wish Free State Provincial Library Services only the very best. Keep embracing the new

technological and other emerging developments to keep the librﬁes services relevant for the users of the

future.
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FOLLOW US ON:

FREE STATE DEPARTMENT OF SPORT, ARTS, CULTURE AND RECERATION

WWW FSSACR.GOV.ZA @FSSACR @FREESTATEDSACR
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