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2024  FREE 
STATE SPORT 
AWARDS

The Free State Department of 
Sport, Arts, Culture, and Recre-

ation, in collaboration with the Free 
State Sport Federation, hosted the 
highly anticipated 2024 Free State 
Sport Award. The event took place 
on the 21st of September at the City 
Hall, in Bloemfontein.
The awards have been created to 
recognize and honour individuals 
and teams who have excelled both 
on and off the field. The awards 
carry various categories which rec-
ognize individuals; males; females; 
people with disabilities; continental 
participants; federations; schools, 
indigenous games, media and com-
munity sport builders.
The ceremony was graced by the 
MEC for Sport, Arts, Culture and 
Recreation, Ms Ntombizanele Sifu-
ba, President of the Free State Sport 
Federation, Mr Shuping Seboko, 
Chief Whip of the Legislature, Mr 
Oupa Khoabane, Department of 
Correctional Services Commis-
sioner, Ms Moodley as well as other 

honoured guests.
In her address the MEC for Sport, 
Arts, Culture and Recreation in the 
Free State, Ms Ntombizanele Sifuba 
said the following, “our province 
has become a beehive of sporting 
activities, something which we 
should all embrace and heartily 
welcome. These activities include 
the FIFA World Cup qualification 
match between South Africa and 
Zimbabwe, the International Rugby 
Test Match between the Springboks 
and Portugal, the Toyota Cup Match 
between South Africa and Tanza-
nia and the match between Kaizer 
Chiefs and Marumo Gallants. The 
passion and zeal of Free State sup-
porters was on exhibition at these 
matches. We further commend 
the Free State Netball team (The 
Crinums) who are the 2024 Telkom 
National League winners”. 
We will work harder to ensure that 
these awards grow from strength 
to strength .It is our responsibility 
to create the necessary environ-

ment for the full realization of this 
continua. Sport facilities should be 
available, sport programmes should 
be implemented, and the neces-
sary human capital and financial 
resources should be availed for this 
purpose”.

Award Winners
-Sport Administrator of the year	
Lerato Tlale – Department of Cor-
rectional Service
-Sportsman of the year	
Tshilwane Johannes Sonopo – 
Gymnastics
-Sportsman of the year with a disability	
Karabo Cassius Morapedi – Boccia

-Sportswoman of the year	
Karla Pretorius – Netball
-Sportswoman of the year with a 
disability	
Louzanne Coetzee and Guides

-Team of the year	
Toyota Cheetahs – Rugby
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-Newcomer of the year
Mika Leigh Strydom – Modern 
Pentathlon

-Coach of the year	
Naude Van Zyl – Modern Pentath-
lon

-Volunteer of the year
Pogisho Kingsley Matutu – Foot-
ball

-Indigenous Games Team of the year	
Clocolan Dibeke Team

-Provincial Federation of the year
Free State Association for 
Physically Disabled and Visually 
Impaired

-Recreation body of the year	
Bloemfontein Golden Masters

-Photographer of the year	
Mlungisi Louw 

-Journalist of the year	
Lebohang Pharoe – 1 Free State 
TV

-School team of the year	
C & N Meisieskool Oranje 1st 
Tennis Team – Tennis

-Developing School Team of the year
Tlotlisong Secondary Boys U/19 
Football Team – Football

-Technical Official of the year	
Strati Moutzouris
Swimming

-MEC’s Excellence award	  
Muzi Innocent Mosese - Judo
Khanyisa Chawane – Netball

-MEC’s Lifetime Achiever award	
Tshakile Nzimande - Athletics
Burta de Kock – Netball

-MEC’s Posthumous award	
Dick Nkuna - Boxing
Best Mnyamane – Sport Adminis-
tration
	-People’s choice Sports Star of the year	
Khanyisa Chawane

-Sports Star of the year
Karla Pretorius - Netball
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2024 
HERITAGE 
CELEBRATION 
FICKSBURG

While we commemorate our 
country’s rich history and 

unique cultures during Herit-
age Month in September, we also 
take a moment to reflect on our 
history of injustices and the fight 
for emancipation. We honour the 
contributions made by courageous 
men and women who led our fight 
and freedom movements, and this 
year was not any different. 
The 2024 Heritage Day Celebra-
tion took place on September 24, 
2024 under the month long theme 
of, “Celebrating the lives of our 
heroes and heroines who laid down 
their lives for our freedom” in the 
town of Ficksburg Meqheleng. 
Ficksburg is a town situated in 
South Africa’s Free State province, 
located at the base of the Imperani 
Mountains. It serves as the Setsoto 
Local Municipality’s official seat. 
The town is also recognised in 
South Africa as Cherry Town and 
the Cherry Capital of the World. 
The Heritage Day programme was 
co-directed by Minister of Sport, 
Arts, and Culture Mr Gayton Mc-
Kenzie and MEC for Sport, Arts, 
Culture and Recreation (DSACR) 
Ms Ntombizanele Sifuba. Deputy 
President of the Republic of South 

Africa, Mr Paul Mashatile, Pre-
mier of the Free State Province, 
Ms MaQueen Letsoha-Mathae, 
Members of the Executive Council 
and distinguished guests were also 
present. 
In his key note address Deputy 
President Paul Mashatile vowed to 
invest in the provinces tourism in 
order to generate jobs for the locals 
in the Meqheleng community. “We 
should take advantage of the fact 
that Heritage Month falls within 
the month of tourism to highlight 
to the public the value of our na-
tion’s heritage sites. 
All communities from the Free 
State Province, including Ficks-
burg, have the responsibility to 
protect and preserve historical sites 
like the Old Prison Cells and the 
General Fick Museum. We must 
educate young people about the 
significance of such sites because 
they are an important part of who 
we are and where we come from.
We must recognise the value of 
heritage conservation not just for 
conserving the past but also for 
moulding our future. Our heritage 
is more than simply a collection of 
artefacts from the past; it shapes 

who we are as a people and where 
we are heading towards as a coun-
try.
We have to protect both our tan-
gible and intangible heritage. As 
people, we are connected yet dis-
tinct in our living heritage, which 
includes oral history, belief sys-
tems, cultural practices, rituals, 
popular memory, skills, methods 
and indigenous knowledge sys-
tems, which inform our view of 
nature, society, and relationships.
These attributes are the founda-
tion of all communities and are 
an essential source of our nation’s 
identity. If we preserve intangible 
cultural heritage, we will be able to 
keep our integrity, values, and re-
spect for one another as a nation”.
The vibrant people of Meqheleng 
gathered in large numbers, men, 
women and children all beautiful-
ly dressed in their different tradi-
tional attires to celebrate their rich 
tapestry of the different cultures 
of South Africa. Local artists from 
the Free State gave beautiful per-
formances which had the crowd on 
their feet for the entire duration of 
the programme.
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REJA 
BUKA 
READING 
FESTIVAL 
2024

To celebrate the importance of 

literacy Department of Sport, 

Arts, Culture and Recreation host-

ed the 2024 edition of the Reja 

Buka Reading Festival. The Reja 

Buka competition encompasses 

various reading programmes that 

aim to improve reading skills 

among school going children from 

the age of 9-16 to inculcate the 

love for reading. Through this pro-

gramme, children are encouraged 

to understand the importance of 

reading for enhancement of formal 

education which contributes to im-

proved academic achievement.

The festival also aims to improve 

the literacy level amongst Free 

State learners and young adults in 

communities. The focus of library 

services is on the actual reading of 

books – as reading for enjoyment 

is one of the important life skills 

for our young library users to de-

velop. A reader today, is a leader 

tomorrow.

The 2024 Reja Buka Reading Fes-

tival activities commenced from 

June 2024 at local library level 

and progressed to municipal and 

district levels. The culmination of 

these activities is the Reja Buka 

Reading Festival Competition at 

Provincial Level which DSACR 

hosted on the 16th September – 

20th September 2024 in Bloem-

fontein.

Learners, young adults and visu-

ally impaired library users were 

expected to read a wide range of 

books, mainly fiction books as the 

activities for the Reading Festi-

val have been derived from these 

sources. Each participant was ex-

pected to have read about 9 books 

to qualify for participation in the 

provincial level.

The categories and grades of 

learners and participants were:

English Spelling Bee: grades 3, 4, 

5, 6 and 9 learners

Sesotho Spelling Bee: grades 3 

and 4 learners

IsiXhosa Spelling Bee: grades 3 

and 4 learners

Afrikaans Spelling Bee: grade 3 

learners

English book review: grade 7 and 

8 learners

Sesotho book review: grade 5 

learners

IsiXhosa book review: grade 5 

learners

IsiZulu book review: grade 5 

learners.

Public Speaking: grade 9 learners 

and Young adults, age 18-25

Sesotho Spelling Bee: Visually Im-

paired users
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PATIENCE AND PERSEVERANCE SPELLS 
SUCCESS FOR LEARNER AT “REJA BUKA”

Meet Letlotlo Molelekoa, a grade 
4 learner from Tharollo Inter-

mediate School in Bluegumbosch, 
Phuthaditjhaba. I first met Letlotlo 
when she was in grade 1, she was 
very shy but loved to visit the library. 
She would come into the library eve-
ry day after school, take out a 
book sit quietly by herself and 
read. When she was in grade 
2, I invited her to take part in 
the read-aloud library activity 
along with other learners. It 
was then that I learned that she 
has a stammering condition. 
My plan was to give her sup-
port and encourage her to read 
in front of her peers to gain 
confidence. I resonate with her 
stammering condition as my 
daughter also stutters.
In 2023, I invited grade 3 learn-
ers who were interested to take 
part in the Reja Buka Reading 
Festival at library level, with 
Letlotlo amongst them. She 
wanted to participate in the 
SeSotho Spelling Bee, and I 
gave her the prescribed book 
to read. Together with her Ses-
otho teacher we selected some 
Sesotho words for her to prac-
tice on. Because of her stut-
tering she struggled with pro-
nunciation, but she was good 
at spelling. In the library-level 
competition, she did very well 
and came out first, progressing 
to the municipal level. 
Letlotlo was happy and excited but 
there was more work to be done to 
help her improve her pronunciation. 
For some time we focused more on 
practicing pronunciation, before we 
continued with the spelling practice. 
The strategy worked, and Letlotlo 
progressed through both the munici-
pal and district-level of the competi-
tion, reaching the provincial level. I 
requested her mother to help encour-

age Letlotlo with her reading and 
spelling at home. Through rapid read-
ing, rapid spelling, and the help from 
her mother and a teacher, Ms. Mokoe-
na, we saw great improvement. Let-
lotlo had gained confidence and was 
looking forward to take part at the 

provincial level.

Unfortunately the Grade 3 Sesotho 
Spelling Bee judges at the provincial 
level were impatient with Letlotlo’s 
pronunciation before spelling, caus-
ing her to be under pressure and in the 
rush make spelling mistakes. Despite 
this Letlotlo’s mother was very happy 
and expressed her gratitude towards 
me and Ms. Mokoena for not giving 

up on her daughter. She said she never 
thought that her daughter would make 
it this far, due to her stammering con-
dition. 
Early this year, Letlotlo participated 
again in Reja Buka – this time in the 
Grade 4 Sesotho Spelling Bee. She 

was more confident than ever 
and she reached the District 
level completion. 
This case study shows us that 
when a learner with a special 
condition like Letlotlo is given 
support and opportunity, she 
can excel beyond expectation. 
This is a lesson for all teach-
ers and librarians not to deny 
learners with a disability an 
opportunity but rather to tap 
into their abilities and develop 
their skills. Letlotlo is actually 
a brilliant learner and must be 
credited for this and not be de-
nied opportunities because of 
her special condition.
 As Librarians, when we en-
gage the learners in our differ-
ent library activities, we need 
to be patient with learners and 
help them discover and de-
velop their reading abilities to 
read for meaning and under-
standing. 
Despite her stammering con-
dition, Letlotlo loves to spend 
much time in the library and 
she also borrows books to read 
at home. Her prominent love 

of reading is an inspiration for oth-
er learners to follow her example.

Giveness Maunatlala is an As-
sistant Librarian at the Tharollo 
School & Community Library in 
Qwa-Qwa. 

By Giveness Maunatlala
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THE FIRST PARTI-
CIPATION OF THE 
VISUALLY 
IMPAIRED 
PATRONS IN THE 
FUNDA  MZANSI 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
COMPETITION IN 
GEORGE 2024

On the 22nd of September 
2024, 5 visually impaired 

patrons of the Free State Prov-
ince, making use of the minilibs 
in Tswelopele and Zamdela Public 
Libraries, travelled to George for 
their first participation in the Fun-
da Mzansi Championship (FMC)
Competition. The 5 patrons trav-
elled with one librarian (Mrs Mpho 
Mokoena) and Mrs Nobantu Boqo 
(F.S Project Coordinator). 
The main objective of the inclu-
sion of the visually impaired pa-
trons in the FMC is to promote so-
cial cohesion and integration; and, 
to promote literacy for the visually 
impaired patrons. The objective 

was indeed realized as the visually 
impaired patrons felt that they too 
are part of the society at large.
The patrons participated in the 
following categories:
Book Review Sesotho:
Lebo Monyanye
Book Review English:
Alfred Mvulane
Sesotho Spelling Bee:
Lebo Monyanye
English Spelling Bee:
Alfred Mvulane
Debate Sesotho:
:Sampo Mdila
: Anna Sehlare
: Lebo Manyanye
Debate English:

Sampo Mdila
: Anna Sehlare
: Jonas Sehanka
The patrons enjoyed this experi-
ence even though they did not win 
anything this time, they vowed to 
better prepare for future participa-
tion. We travelled back on the 28th 
of September and the patrons were 
safely returned to their respec-
tive homes. We are grateful to the 
Free State Department of Sport, 
Arts, Culture and Recreation and 
the South African Library for The 
Blind for the support.
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On the 12th of September 
2024, LIASA Free State 

Branch Public and Community 
Library Interest Group (PACLIG) 
which represent librarians in the 
Public and community libraries 
within the Free State province 
awarded sponsorship to Mrs. Es-
telle Boers, from Sasolburg Pub-
lic Library: Fezile Dabi District, 
to attend 2024 LIASA Conference 
in Durban from the 01-04th Octo-
ber 2024. The PACLIG committee 
achieved a milestone after several 
funding requests to later receive 
positive feedback from CSX Pty 
Ltd Company that committed to 
fund one attendee. 
This sponsorship helps the FS PA-
CLIG committee to achieve one of 
its objectives, “to strengthen the 
capacity-building initiatives by en-
gaging Library workers to partici-
pate in LIASA”. The sponsorship 
will cover the conference fee and 

accommodation for a total amount 
of R12 800.00. This is all made 
possible by CSX Pty Ltd.
Mrs. Estelle Boers shared her ap-
preciation and excitement to get 
an opportunity to attend the Liasa 
Conference for the first time since 
she started working at Sasolburg 
Public Library in 1991, to date. 
When Liasa was established in 
1997, she became a member of the 
association and kept her member-
ship active and paid up until this 
day. She is looking forward to 
meeting, engaging and mingling 
with other librarians to gain more 
information, knowledge, and ex-
pertise which she committed to 
later share with Free State public / 
community librarians and the com-
munity at large. 
The Library and Information As-
sociation of South Africa (LIASA) 
will be hosting the LIASA 2024 
Conference from 01 - 04 October 

2024 under the theme Libraries in 
an Age of Democracy. The upcom-
ing conference seeks to explore the 
theme through papers, discussions, 
and presentations that explore both 
the successes and failures of librar-
ies during this time. It further aims 
to look at what the future holds, a 
continuation of last year’s confer-
ence theme, Libraries - writing the 
next chapter.
Mrs. Estelle Boers will be present-
ing a paper as part of LIASA build-
up conference on the 25th of Sep-
tember 2024 to Free State Library 
staff and other LIS professionals 
from different provinces. The title 
of her presentation will be “Jour-
ney in Library Services Pre and 
Post 1994”, the presentation will 
be shared virtually and our wish 
as Free State PAGLIG is to have 
as many LIS professionals as pos-
sible in attendance.

LIASA FREE STATE 
BRANCH PACLIG 
AWARD SPONSORSHIP 
TO A LIBRARIAN, FOR 
HER TO ATTEND NATIONAL 
LIASA CONFERENCE FOR 
THE FIRST TIME IN THIRTY-
THREE (33) YEARS 
AS A PROFESSIONAL 
LIBRARIAN



PG 10 DSACR Newsletter

PROVINCIAL 
INDIGENOUS 
GAMES

Free State Department of Sport, 
Arts, Culture and Recreation 

in partnership with the National 
Department of Sport, Arts and 
Culture hosted the 2024 Provincial 
Indigenous Games in Mangaung, 
Bloemfontein.  The Provincial In-
digenous Games are aimed at pro-
moting social cohesion and nation 
building and are a celebration of 
the country’s rich history, heritage 
and culture.
Department of Sport, Arts and 
Culture (DSAC) hosts the Indig-
enous Games Festival (IGF) event 
annually to showcases nine Indig-
enous Games commonly played in 
South Africa. The IGF allow us to 
celebrate South African’s unique 
diversity through sport. 
The three-day festival which ran 

from 24 to 26 September 2024 
at the Mangaung Outdoor Sports 
Centre, saw district teams from 
across the province competing in 
Dibeke, Diketo, Drie-Stokkies, 
Iintonga, Jukskei, Kgati, Kho-
Kho, Morabaraba, and iNcuva. 
Minister Gayton Mckenzie to-
gether with MEC for Sport, Arts, 
Culture and Recreation in the 
Province, Ms Ntombizanele Si-
fuba welcomed all the participants 
and spectators and encouraged all 
present to partake in the games.  
The revival of indigenous Games 
in South Africa evolved as a re-
sponse to the national call to em-
brace African Renaissance. This 
revival is intended to popularise 
those cultural activities that have 
a particular appeal to vast sectors 

of the South African society, par-
ticularly the traditional rural peo-
ple. The games were launched at 
the Basotho Cultural Village in the 
Free State Province, in February 
2001.
Through these games South Af-
ricans get a chance to compete in 
under profiled sporting codes that 
brings diverse cultures together.  
Agility, strength, balance, reflex-
es, hand-eye coordination, accu-
racy, strategy, intuition, patience. 
These are skills Indigenous hunt-
ers and fishermen relied on to feed 
their communities. These skills are 
learned at an early age through In-
digenous Games and maintained 
throughout adulthood through 
play.
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FREE STATE DEPARTMENT OF SPORT, ARTS, CULTURE AND RECERATION

FOLLOW US ON:

WWW.FSSACR.GOV.ZA @FSSACR @FREESTATEDSACR
SEND US YOUR STORIES

Mphatlalatsane: Naledi ya meso
Corner of East Burger and Henry Street

2nd Floor, Business Partners
Bloemfontein

9300

Cell:066 485 9647
Email:tlhapuletsa.l@sacr.fs.gov.za 

Website:www.fssacr.gov.za


