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If you talk to a man 
in a language he 

understands, that 
goes to his head. If 
you talk to him in his 
language, that goes to 
his heart. 
-Nelson Mandela

International Mother 
Tongue Day is cele-
brated annually on 21 
February; the celebra-
tion created by the 
United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organi-
zation (UNESCO) is 
aimed at promoting 
linguistic and cultural 
diversity and multilin-
gualism.  
The Language Servic-
es Unit of the Depart-
ment of Sport, Arts, 

Culture and Recrea-
tion celebrated the 
annual International 
Mother Tongue Day 
on the 21st February 
2024 at the Bon Hotel 
in Mangaung.
The day was aimed 
at celebrating cultural 
and linguistic diver-
sity, and the preser-
vation of mother lan-
guages.

During the event 
which was celebrat-
ed under the theme: 
“Multilingual edu-
cation is a pillar of 
intergeneration learn-
ing” six third year un-
dergraduate students 
from the Central Uni-
versity of Technol-

ogy were honoured 
for their exceptional 
achievements in lan-
guage studies. 

Ms Nomonde Kubeka 
and Ms Uyanda Mg-
dezi received awards 
for IsiXhosa, Ms 
Nontsokolo Nogabe 
and Ms Kekeletso 
Matuka for Sesotho, 
Ms Marne Clase for 
Afrikaans and Ms 
Amogelang Mole-
kane for Setswana.
In his keynote ad-
dress,  Dr. L.  Motake 
who is a lecturer at the 
Central University of 
Technology and holds 
a PHD in Language 
Practice emphasized 
the importance of pre-

serving our mother 
languages by com-
municating with the 
younger generation in 
their mother tongue.
Other special guests 
at the event were Mr. 
Lebogang Matolong 
who is the station 
manager for Motheo 
FM radio station.  
Mr Matolong elabo-
rated on what the ra-
dio station is doing 
to promote the lan-
guages that are pre-
dominantly spoken 
in the province such 
as Setswana, Sesotho 
and IsiXhosa as well 
as the programmes 
that are broadcasted 
by the station in these 
languages. 

A representative from 
Lesedi FM spoke 
about the role that the 
station is playing in 
the preservation and 
promotion of Sesotho 
as 64% of the popula-
tion of the Free State 
province is Sesotho 
speaking.
Learners from Vula 
Masango Secondary 
School entertained 
the guests with their 
traditional IsiXhosa 
songs and dance and 
Mr Molale Shuping 
from the Sesotho Lit-
erature Library read 
an excerpt from a 
Sesotho book called 
Kgalala written by 
M.P. Pelo.

INTERNATIONAL  MOTHER TONGUE 
DAY CELEBRATION
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DSACR HOSTS PROVINCIAL
HOMEBREW FESTIVAL

The Free State De-
partment of Sport, 
Arts, Culture 
and Recreation 
(DSACR) hosted 
the Provincial 
H O M E B R E W 
Festival in Mao-
keng/Kroonstad 
from 29 February 
to 04 March 2024. 

The HOME-
BREW Festival is 
one of the flagship 
projects organized 
by DSAC through 
the Free State Arts 
and Culture Coun-
cil (FSACC). 
Through this fes-
tival, meant to 

benefit local art-
ists, Free State 
artists are exposed 
to a wide variety 
of cultural and 
artistic activities 
on a platform that 
truly reflects the 
multi-cultural so-
ciety represented 
within the Free 
State province. 

Homebrew show-
cased the best 
promising and 
semi-professional 
Free State talent 
and the selection 
process for partic-
ipating artists was 

rigorous. 

The  Arts and Cul-
ture Directorate 
together with Dis-
trict Offices and 
structures of civil 
society submitted 
proposed artists 
from their respec-
tive platforms and 

genres to partake 
in the festival. 
Besides artistic 
and cultural show-
casing of talent the 
festival also pro-
vided the much-
needed job oppor-
tunities through 
various technical 
and logistical re-

quirements of the 
festival.  Devel-
opmental focus 
was primarily on 
the following cat-
egories: Youth, 
Women and Peo-
ple with Disabili-
ties.  
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FREE STATE DEPARTMENT OF SPORT, ARTS, CULTURE AND RECERATION

FOLLOW US ON:

WWW.FSSACR.GOV.ZA @FSSACR @FREESTATEDSACR

SEND US YOUR STORIES

Mphatlalatsane: Naledi ya meso
Corner of East Burger and Henry Street

2nd Floor, Business Partners
Bloemfontein

9300

Tel:051 410 4700
Email:tankiso@sacr.fs.gov.za 
Website:www.fssacr.gov.za


