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March was 
an eventful 

month for DSACR.  
On 21 March we 
celebrated Human 
Rights Day, under 
the theme “Consoli-
dating and Sustain-
ing Human Rights 
Culture into the Fu-
ture”.  The history 

of Human Rights 
Day is grounded 
in the Sharpeville 
Massacre that took 
place on the 21 of 
March 1960, where 
apartheid police 
killed 69 anti-
apartheid protest-
ers.  Human Rights 
Day also honours 

35 people who were 
killed on 21 March 
1985 when apart-
heid police targeted 
community mem-
bers after a funeral 
at Uitenhage/Langa.
Our calendar of 
events was busy as 
we hosted events 
such as the Annual 
Mine Dance Fes-
tival, the eagerly 
awaited Film and 
Television Summit 
which will see the 
Free State province 
making its mark in 
the film and televi-
sion industry was 
also hosted on the 
19th of March.  We 
also hosted a fare-
well function for 
our young patriots.  
We wish them the 
best of luck in their 
future endeavours 
and I sincerely hope 
that the knowledge 
and skills that they 
learnt from the pro-
gramme will be of 

great benefit to them 
and their communi-
ties.

Our Special Pro-
grammes and Hu-
man Resources  
Units hosted two 
very impactful 
events. The Ca-
reer Expo hosted in 
Virginia, afforded 
young people in 
Lejweleputswa an 
opportunity to be 
exposed to the wide 
variety of careers 
that are available 
for them. Special 
Programmes also 
held an important 
event for people 
with disabilities.  
These members of 
our society are often 
marginalised and 
there aren’t many 
career prospects 
that accommodate 
their special needs, 
this event will defi-
nitely go a long way 
in the development 

of these equally im-
portant members of 
our society.

The month of March 
promotes respect for 
basic human rights 
for all, restores and 
upholds human dig-
nity in line with the 
Bill of Rights. This 
period also honours 
those who fought 
for liberation, and 
celebrates the many 
rights guaranteed 
under the Constitu-
tion, which are the 
basis for building 
a united and inclu-
sive, non-racial, 
non-sexist and pros-
perous society.

Ms L.P. Mahasa 
MEC: Sport, Arts, 
Culture and Rec-
reation
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FILM AND TELEVISION SUMMIT

The Free State 
Department of 

Sport, Arts, Cul-
ture and Recreation 
(DSACR) hosted 
the Film and Tel-
evision Summit at 
the President Ho-
tel in Bloemfon-
tein from the 30th 
to the 31st March 
2023. Renowned 
Film and Televi-
sion producers, di-
rectors, editors and 
playwrights graced 
the event with their 
presence to give 
support and guid-
ance to upcoming 
artists.

The purpose of 
the summit was to 
consult with con-
tent creators and 
key role players 
in the film indus-

try. The Free State 
content creators 
were equipped with 
knowledge on how 
to develop inno-
vative methods of 
storytelling, access 
funding, and dis-
tribute their work 
in order to shape a 
socially responsi-
ble motion picture 
industry. Delegates 
from four of the 
five districts of the 
Free State attended 
the summit. 

The Film Summit 
also focused on the 
ever-expanding op-
portunities for film-
makers, the content 
they create, and 
the business side 
of the film making. 
This summit was 
presented at a time 

when it has become 
apparent that there 
is a need to recon-
struct and recreate 
a new dawn for the 
current generation 
of local film mak-
ers. There is a need 
to catch up with the 
changing patterns 
of film content con-
sumption, distri-
bution, exhibition 
and positioning in 
a Pan-African con-
text. 

During his maid-
en State of the 
Province Address 
(SOPA), the Pre-
mier of the Free 
State, Mr Mxolisi 
Dukwana, made a 
commitment to the 
effect that a Pro-
vincial Film Com-
mission will be es-

tablished this year.  
This summit will 
serve as a platform 
to educate the in-
dustry role players 
on the necessary 
steps to be taken 
in establishing the 
commission. A 
working committee 
that will work with 
the department and 
other film stake-
holders towards the 
establishment of 
the Free State Film 
Commission in the 
next financial year 
was established at 
the summit.

The commissions’ 
primary mandate 
will be to advocate 
for the interests of 
Free State Film-
makers and estab-
lish relationships 

with any local or 
international stake-
holders who may 
contribute to the 
development and 
promotion of the 
film industry in the 
Free State. 
The Interim Free 
State Film Steer-
ing Committee 
members who will 
oversee the estab-
lishment of a func-
tional structure 
are;  Ms Maboreng 
Maharaswa, Ms 
Refilwe Mochoari, 
Ms Dikeledi Mtim-
khulu,  Mr Mon-
yane Tekateka, Mr 
Morena Berries, Mr 
Thomas Malebatso, 
Mr Tony Kgoroge,  
Mr Motlatsi Mo-
fokeng, Mr Molefi 
Sompane and Mr 
Lazarus Mkhunazi. 
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THE YOUNG PATRIOTS
PROGRAMME AWARDS

The Young Patri-
ots Programme 

is supported by 
the Department of 
Arts and Culture 
(DAC) through the 
National Youth De-
velopment Agency 
(NYDA).

The key objective 
of the programme 
is to conscientious 
youth about our 
national identity 
and culture, and to 
create job oppor-
tunities for youth 
within the arts, 
culture and herit-

age sector.  The 
Young Patriots Pro-
gramme acknowl-
edges the role 
played by young 
people during the 
struggle for libera-
tion and to ensure 
that young people 
today, are involved 
in social cohesion 
and nation building 
initiatives.
Government carries 
a responsibility to 
instil confidence 
and pride amongst 
the youth by 
educating young 
people about their 

history, heritage 
and the role played 
by other young 
people in the strug-
gle for national lib-
eration and thereby 
inculcating a sense 
of appreciating 
the South African 
democracy today.

The program tar-
gets out-of-school 
youth and they 
are placed at DAC 
entities and com-
munity libraries.
33 young people 
from the Free 
State took part in 

the learnership 
programme. They 
were placed at vari-
ous Department of 
Sport, Arts, Culture 
and Recreation 
(DSACR) centers 
such as museums, 
libraries and art 
centers for a period 
of 12 months.
The department to-
gether with NYDA 
hosted an event 

to thank them for 
their dedication and 
the patriotism they 
showed for the past 
12 months, now 
that they have com-
pleted their training 
they will go back 
and uplift their 
different communi-
ties with the skills 
and knowledge that 
they acquired from 
the programme.
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MINE DANCE FESTIVAL

The 2023 Annual Mine Dance Festival took place on the 19th March 2023 at the Vuyo Charles Stadium in 
Thabong Welkom.  This festival provides a platform and opportunities for miners to interact with the com-
munity and transfer indigenous knowledge of various cultures. This year, the festival continued to present 
competition in various traditional dances such as:
-Ndlamo
-Hupe
-Mohobelo

28 groups from different mines around the country took part in the competition. Performing groups were 
from Kloof, Driefontein and Mponeng Mines (Carltonville), Doorenkop (Randburg), Beatrix and Harmony 
(Welkom),Sibanye and Impala(Rustenburg),Orkney and Thaba Zimbi.
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ANNUAL FREE STATE  MUSICON 

COMPETITION

Free State Mu-
sicon has been 

staging the solo 
instrumental and 
singing competi-
tion for the past 
eleven years.  Due 
to the Covid 19 
pandemic the com-
petition did not take 
place for two years.  

The competition re-
sumed with its 12th 
edition in Decem-
ber 2022.   The pur-
pose of the compe-
tition is to create a 
platform for school 
going instrumental-
ists as well as solo-
ists of the Free State 
Province to display 

their virtuosity.
The 12th edition 
of the Free State 
Musicon Provin-
cial Annual Solo 
Instrumental Com-
petition which was 
held in December 
2022 was divided 
into 3 categories , 
open section;  15-

18 years and 7-15 
years age groups.  
The 13th edition 
of the Free State 
Musicon Provin-
cial Annual Solo 
Singing Competi-
tion was held on 
the 23rd, 24th and 
25th March 2023 
at the Musicon 

hall in Mangaung.  
Soloists who took 
part in the open 
section were from 
the Eastern Cape, 
Western Cape, Free 
State, Gauteng and 
Lesotho.  
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CAREER EXPO IN VIRGINIA

On the 24 
March 2023 

the Department of 
Sport, Arts, Cul-
ture and Recreation 
(DSACR) hosted 
its first ever career 
expo in partnership 
with the Depart-
ment of Education 
(DOE) and Youth 
Empowerment Or-
ganisation (Non-
profit organisation).
The initiative was 
in response to 
the Objective 2.1 
of the National 
Skills Develop-
ment Strategy III 
(NSDS), Section 
4.6 that says – pub-
lic service should 
encourage and sup-
port cooperatives, 
small enterprises, 

worker-initiatives, 
NPOs, NGOs and 
community training 
initiatives through 
dedication of Na-
tional Skills Fund 
(NSF).
The NSDS III, 
Section 4.8 fur-
ther states that 
– there’s a lack of 
guidance to direct 
young people to 
programmes for 
which they have an 
aptitude, and which 
provide training in 
areas needed in the 
country’s economy.  
Therefore skills 
development sys-
tems must dedicate 
necessary resources 
to support career 
and vocational 
guidance as this 

has proved to be 
a critical compo-
nent in successful 
skills development 
initiative world-
wide.  Both SE-
TAs and the NSF 
respectively must 
seek to build career 
guidance initiatives 
in their sectors and 
generally as key 
components of the 
NSDSIII.
Grade 10 learners 
were targeted for 
the expo, this is 
because they are at 
that critical stage 
in their schooling 
where they have 
just made their 
subject choices for 
the 2023 academic 
year and those are 
the subjects that 

they will most like-
ly carry through to 
grade 12 and enrol 
at institutions of 
higher learning. 
The Career Expo 
event was held at 
Marematlou Sec-
ondary School in 
Virginia and was 
attended by more 
than four hundred 
grade 10 learn-
ers from different 
schools around 
Virginia such as 
Virginia High 
School, Meloding 
High school and 
Reatlehile Second-
ary school.
Representatives 
from DSACR, 
DOE, Food and 
Beverage Seta, 
Department of 

Labour, local busi-
nesses as well as 
NPO’s, addressed 
the learners and 
shared with them 
the many career 
opportunities that 
are available in the 
various fields of 
study. 
The event organis-
ers, Ms Nomzi Mb-
hele from DSACR, 
Ms Kholeka 
Maposa from DoE 
and Mr Thabiso 
Sekhejane from 
Youth empower-
ment organisation 
were applauded for 
leading the team 
that was able to 
put together this 
important event.
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WOMEN CAPACITY BUILDING

March the 8th 
marks the an-

nual International 
Women’s Day 
where the world 
celebrates women 
and commemorates 
the social, politi-
cal, and economic 
achievements of 
women. The cam-
paign theme for 
2023 is; #Embra-
ceEquity.

The Department 
of Sport, Arts, 
Culture and Rec-
reation hosted 
its 2nd Annual 
Capacity Building 
Programme in cel-
ebration of Inter-
national Women’s 
Day.  Female of-
ficials from level 2 
to 9 were this years 
honoured guests. 
When addressing 

the officials, the 
Acting HOD Mme 
Nokuzola Thamae 
spoke about the 
importance of 
recognizing the 
important role 
that these officials 
play in the depart-
ment irrespective 
of their rank or 
level.  She encour-
aged the officials 
to continue with 
the excellent work 
that they are doing. 
“You might think 
that your work is 
insignificant and 
that no one sees 
your efforts. But I 
can assure you that 
we do see it and 
one day it will pay 
off. Your work and 
contribution is just 
as important to the 
department as that 
of your superiors”, 

said Mme Thamae.

The programme 
director of the day 
was Mme Sbongile 
“Sbosh” from 
Lesedi FM. The 
officials were also 
treated to a musi-
cal performance by 
the talented Noxy. 
Comedian Shaun 
Dihoro lightened 
the mood after 
Mme Matsoso from 
the Department of 
Health spoke about 
the importance of 
mental health. The 
highlight of the day 
was a motivational 
talk by Moruti 
Sekete.

By the end of the 
event all the guests 
concurred that 
they had gained so 
much knowledge 

and that this ses-
sion was much 
needed.

According to the 
event organizer, 
Mme Dipolelo Hou 
(Deputy Direc-
tor for Special 
Programmes).The 
objective of the 
event was accom-
plished as her aim 
when organizing 

this session was to 
acknowledge the 
efforts and inputs 
that the officials are 
putting into depart-
ment. 

 “The best way to 
celebrate a woman, 
is through capacita-
tion and empower-
ment”, said Mme 
Hou.



        DSACR Newsletter, March 202310

ENTREPRENEURIAL SKILLS 
DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP

The Department of 
Sport, Arts, Cul-

ture and Recreation 
through its Special 
Programmes Unit 
hosted an Entrepre-
neurial Skills Devel-
opment Workshop for 
youth with disabili-
ties.  The workshop 
was done in partner-
ship with NGOs such 
as Dyslexia South 
Africa and Boithuto 
worx.
The workshop was 
informed by the Job 
Access Strategic 
Framework Disabil-
ity Indicators, under 
Strategic Objective 
4 that says special 
programmes must 
adopt a wide set of 

options in order to 
promote economic 
empowerment of 
women and youth 
with disabilities, with 
Sub-Objectives set 
out as follows:
Sub-Obj 1: Focus on 
economic empower-
ment of persons with 
disabilities in various 
policies and eco-
nomic development 
programmes.
Sub-Obj 2: Form 
partnerships to work 
towards economic 
empowerment of 
persons with disabili-
ties including youth 
and women.
Sub Obj 3: Imple-
ment programmes 
for poverty allevia-

tion for persons with 
disabilities including 
youth and women in 
rural areas.
These Sub-Objec-
tives are outcome 
based
-persons with dis-
abilities as a priority 
group are included 
in all programmes 
hence inclusion of 
youth with Dyslexia 
especially those in 
Sport, Arts and Cul-
ture sector. 
- that partnerships 
contributing positive-
ly to the sector are 
formed with NGOs  
and that designated 
groups are strate-
gically identified 
within strategies and 

programmes such as 
training in economic 
development initia-
tives/entrepreneur-
ship.
The attendees of the 
entrepreneurial train-
ing will receive their 
accredited certifi-
cates of participation 
as well as referrals 
to the various units 
within the depart-
ment which are rel-
evant to their artistic 
or sporting  careers.
“From an artist 
perspective, today’s 
program was very 
important and it 
taught me the in’s 
and out’s of how to 
start my own busi-
ness.  I would like to 

start my own record-
ing label and or an 
NGO to support 
black youth business 
owners. Another ses-
sion would be greatly  
appreciated”.
Neo Letlotlo Mo-
sunkutu

My name is Katleho 
Moloi, one of the 
delegates, I have 
learned lot, and  I 
have been exposed 
to new informa-
tion. This program 
was very effective 
because I even got 
to learn how I as an 
artists with Dyslexia 
can benefit by using 
my special skills”.
Katleho Moloi
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BUDGET VOTE 2023
HIGHLIGHTS
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