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Welcome to a 
new year, one 

that is filled with 
hope and new be-
ginnings! We have 
overcome the many 
challenges that 
were presented to 
us in 2022 and have 
shown resilience 
and dedication to 
DSACR’s vision 
of championing so-

cial transformation.  
2023 will be a year 
of renewed hope 
and opportunities.

In his inaugural 
State of the Prov-
ince address the 
newly appoint Pre-
mier of the Free 
State Province, Mr 
Mxolisi Dukwana 
had the following 

to say about the De-
partment of Sport, 
Arts, Culture and 
Recreation: 

“The arts, culture, 
heritage, sport and 
recreation land-
scape of the Free 
State offers endless 
possibilities for the 
individual and col-
lective pursuit of 
talent and passion. 
We need to create an 
enabling environ-
ment within which 
our programmes 
find expression.  
Processes are ad-
vanced to establish 
a provincial Film 
Commission this 
year as part of the 
efforts to create a 
thriving creative in-
dustry. We must lev-
erage off this oppor-
tunity to develop the 
value chain of this 
sector, particularly 
the technical and re-
lated industries. 

The 2022 Man-
gaung African Cul-
tural Festival con-
tinued to provide 
an opportunity for 
145 local artists to 

participate in the 
Homebrew Devel-
opment Programme. 
We will reimagine 
this festival to drive 
culture, arts, herit-
age and economic 
growth with a focus 
on local artists. This 
will include revis-
iting the funding 
model to ensure its 
self-sustenance. 

We will convene 
the Creative Indus-
try Convention to 
explore economic 
opportunities pre-
sented by this sector 
by creating a unique 
homebrewed talent. 
We will unleash the 
talent and entrepre-
neurial potential of 
our artists and link 
talent with oppor-
tunities. Our focus 
will be on the whole 
spectrum of this in-
dustry that includes 
the performing arts, 
visual arts, crafts 
and skills develop-
ment.  
Our support to the 
sport and recreation 
sector continued 
to find expression 
in various pro-

grammes, including 
the Ba2Cada Soccer 
Tournament, Kasi 
World Cup, Man-
gaung Unite Foot-
ball Club, Sports 
Councils and Box-
ing Tournament. 

We applaud the De-
partment of Edu-
cation’s introduc-
tion of Magnificent 
Wednesdays which 
has resulted in the 
revival of school 
sports. The Depart-
ment of Sport, Arts, 
Culture and Recrea-
tion supported the 
school sport initia-
tive through sport 
equipment and attire 
to 75 schools. 

Our investment in 
sport infrastructure 
will manifest in the 
continued construc-
tion of Indoor Sport 
Centres in Kroons-
tad, Smithfield and 
Frankfort”.

Mrs L.P. Mahasa 
MEC: Sport, Arts, 
Culture and Rec-
reation
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KPD MAPHALLA MEMORIAL
LECTURE AND GALA DINNER

T he Department 
of Sport, Arts, 

Culture and Rec-
reation in part-
nership with the 
University of the 
Free State hosted 
the annual KPD 
Maphalla Memo-
rial Lecture and 
Gala Dinner in 
honour of this 
veteran.   The 
prolific novel-
ist who was born 
in Bohlokong, 
Bethlehem on 25 
February 1955, 
authored many 
books. His works, 
which span across 
all genres, have 
been prescribed 
for use in schools 
and tertiary in-
stitutions. They 
have also been 
the subject of re-
search by Masters 

and PhD students 
at universities.  
Dr Maphalla was 
bestowed several 
lifetime achiever 
awards, including 
the MNET Award 
and the Chairper-
son’s Award by 
the South African 
Literary Awards.

In November 
2021, President 
Cyril Ramaphosa 
posthumously be-
stowed the order 
of Ikhamanga to 
Dr Maphalla.  This 
order is awarded 
to South Afri-
can citizens who 
have excelled in 
the fields of arts, 
culture, literature, 
music, journalism 
or sport.
It is for this rea-
son that the de-

partment and the 
university saw it 
befitting to hon-
our his memory by 
marking the me-
morial lecture as 
an annual event on 
their yearly calen-
dars of events. 
Professor Nh-
lanhla Maake who 
is also a Sesotho 
wordsmith in his 
own right was the 
guest speaker at 
the event. Prof. 
Maake gave and 
excellent lecture 
on the importance 
of preserving the 
Sesotho language.  
When addressing 
the learners from 
various schools 
in Mangaung who 
were present at the 
event, Prof. Maake 
said the follow-
ing, “the life and 

death of the Ses-
otho language is 
in your hands as 
young people.  So-
ciety might try to 
convince you that 
speaking fluent 
English is a meas-
ure of intelligence 
but this is not true.  
How can your 
intelligence as 
an African child 
be measured by 
speaking a foreign 
language when 
you cannot fluent-
ly express your-
self in your moth-
er tongue.  KPD 
Maphalla has left 
you a legacy that 
you should never 
take for granted.  
Future genera-
tions are depend-
ing on you the 
youth of today to 
keep our African 

languages alive “.
Prof. Maake is also 
a novelist, drama-
tist, literary critic 
and language ac-
tivist.  He has held 
several academic 
positions nation-
ally and globally 
and has served on 
several language 
Task Teams un-
der the auspices 
of the Department 
of Arts and Cul-
ture.  He has pre-
sented papers and 
keynote addresses 
at more than 80 
International and 
Local conferenc-
es. He is widely 
published and has 
won several liter-
ary awards.
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“The life and 
death of the 

Sesotho language 
is in your hands as 

young people.”
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SESOTHO LITERARY MUSEUM

The Sesotho Literary Museum (SLM) is the first African 
Literary Museum in the Free State and in South Africa.  

The establishment of this museum was facilitated by the Af-
rikaans Literary Museum, of the Free State Department of 
Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation. 

The role of the SLM is to serve as a resource to schools, terti-
ary institutions and general museum communities, for research 
and recreational purposes. The museum further aims to en-
hance pride and cultural identity among our youth. This goal is 
realized by hosting exhibitions of Sesotho literary works and 
history, as well as inviting schools and the general public to 
the museum. The SLM entered its operational phase in 2006 
and is currently housed in the National Afrikaans Literature 
Museum (NALN) building in Mangaung, Bloemfontein.
The SLM houses  and preserves the literary works of re-
nowned Sesotho wordsmiths such as Thomas Mokopu Mo-
folo, Dr KPD Maphalla, TWD Mohapi and Mme Mamothibeli 
Sehlabo to name a few.

SESOTHO LITERATURE MUSEUM IS MAXIMIZING 
EFFORTS IN THE FOLLOWING PRIORITIES:
-Ensuring that Sesotho writers are recognised and remembered
- Promoting the development of Sesotho literature 
-Information sharing with the general public, learners and re-
searchers 
-Refining and developing the Sesotho language
-Preserving and promoting the Sesotho language in the Free 
State after it was declared the 64% of the provinces population 
is Sesotho speaking.
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MEMBERS OF PUBLIC ARE ENCOURAGED TO:

• Visit our facilities for recreational and research purposes,
• Donate books
• Support our community outreach programmes.

VISITING HOURS
Mon – Fri: 08:00 – 16:00
Entry fee: Free



        DSACR Newsletter, February 202311

FREE STATE SPORT CONFEDERATION
GOLF DAY

The Free State 
Sports Con-

federation (FSSC) 
is the controlling 
body of sport in the 
Free State prov-
ince. The Free State 
Sports Confedera-
tion (FSSC) was es-
tablished under the 
terms of SASCOC 
and is responsible 
for the oversight 
of transformation, 
development and 
all activities of all 
sports in the Free 
State. All Free State 
sport federations, 
local and district 
municipal sport 
councils as well 
as tertiary, school 
and disability sport 

bodies falls under 
the umbrella of the 
Free State Sports 
Confederation.
On the 17th Febru-
ary 2023, Free State 
Sport Confedera-
tion (FSSC) as the 
controlling body 
of sport in the Free 
State hosted its in-
augural Golf Day 
at the Bloemfontein 
Golf Club. 
The main purpose 
of the Golf Day was 
to raise funds and 
market the organi-
sation. The FSSC 
also used the event 
as an opportunity 
to interact with 
its external stake-
holders such as the 

sport community, 
government depart-
ments, partners and 
friends of the con-
federation.
The Free State De-
partment of Sport, 
Arts, Culture and 
Recreation as the 
custodian of sport 
and recreation in 
the province part-
nered with FSSC in 
the event.  Various 
other sponsors such 
as Defensor, Old 
Mutual and Social 
Distancing Adver-
tising and Sanlam 
also contributed to 
the success of the 
golf day.
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SPECIAL PROGRAMMES

Under the senti-
ment that the 

25th of every month 
its Orange Day, the 
department through 
GBV Coordination 
point in Special 
Programmes con-
tinues to partner 
with Civil Society 
Organizations as 
mandated by the 

National strate-
gic plan on gender 
based violence to 
raise awareness 
and play a primary 
prevention role 
in eradicating the 
scourge of GBVF, 
an awareness cam-
paign was held in 
February, providing 
communities with 

pamphlets on the 
orange day cam-
paign, popularising 
the NSP for GBVF 
by handing out “Get 
to know your NSP 
FOR GBVF” book-
let and promoting 
healthy leaving 
through Aerobics 
by World Cancer 
Day Associates 

and self-defence 
skills for women 
and girls through 
kickboxing session.  
The department 
will continually 
incorporate GBV 
indicators onto the 
departmental activ-
ities as mandate at 
the 2nd Presidential 
Summit on GBVF 

that was held at the 
Gallagher Conven-
tion Centre in Jo-
hannesburg on the 
01st – 03rd Novem-
ber 2022, hosted 
by his excellency, 
Mr Cyril Matamela 
Ramaphosa.

FREE STATE DEPARTMENT OF SPORT, ARTS, CULTURE AND RECERATION

FOLLOW US ON:

WWW.FSSACR.GOV.ZA @FSSACR @FREESTATEDSACR

SEND US YOUR STORIES

Mphatlalatsane: Naledi ya meso
Corner of East Burger and Henry Street

2nd Floor, Business Partners
Bloemfontein

9300

Tel:051 410 4700
Email:tankiso@sacr.fs.gov.za 
Website:www.fssacr.gov.za


