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 Term Sesotho equivalent 
Abolition Phediso
Accelerate Akofisa/ potlakisa
Act Molao
Adjournment Hoqhalana
Administrator Motsamaisi
Adoption (of a bill)  Kananelo/hotjhaelamonwana
Affidavit Boikanobongotsweng/ affidavit 
Afrocentric Boafrika
Agency Kemedi
Agent Moemedi
Analysis Manollo
Annexure Lehokelo
Appendix Sehlomathiso
Appropriation bill Setshwantshosamolaosakabo
Arbitrator Monamodi
Assembly Kopano/ mmoka
Assent by President Tumelloyapresidente
Assessment committee Komitiyatlhatlhobo
Auditor General Molaodikakaretsowabotlhatlhobi
Authority Matla
Backlog - pokellano
Backup Tshehetso
Ban Thibelo/ teleko
Bargaining chamber Moifowaditherisano
Basic right Tokeloyamotheo/mantlha
Basic services Ditshebeletsotsamotheo/mantlha
Beneficiary Mojalefa/ tjamafa
Bid Boiketo/ hoiteta
Bill Bili/ setshwantshosamolao
Bill passed Bili e ananetsweng/  setshwantshosamolao se 

ananetsweng
Black rod Molangwana o motshowatlotlo
Border Moedi
Briefing Thakisetso/ lesedi
Bureaucracy Taolo/ birokrasi
Cabinet Moifowamatona/ khabinete
Catalyst Mosupatsela
Caucus Kopanoyaboitshebo/khokhase
Chairperson NCOP Modulasetulewa NCOP ( LLD) 
Chairperson of committees Modulasetulowadikomiti
Chamber  of parliament Lekgotla la palamente/ ntloyapalamente
Charter Tumellano
Chief executive officer Mohlankawaphetahatsowasehlooho
Chief justice Moahlodi e moholo
Chief whip Sephadi se kasehloohong
Chief whip of council Sephadi se kasehloohongsalekgotla
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City council Lekgotla la motse/ khanseleyamotse
Civil society Setjhaba
Civilian Moahi
Clarity Tlhakiso
Classify Hlopha
Clause Polelwana
Cluster Sehlopha/kgintlane
Coalition Kopano
Coalition government Mmusowakopanelo
Code of conduct Melawanayaboitshwaro
Cold war Ntwa
Collaboration Tshebedisano
Colonialism Bokoloni
Colonize Kolonetatsa/ hohapa
Commemorate Sehopotso
Commission of enquiry Dipatlisiso
Commissioner Mokomishenara
Commitment Boiketlaetso/ boitlamo
Commodity Thepa
Common voters roll Lenane la bakgethi
Communal Kopanelo
Commuters Bapalami
Confederation Kopanoyamekgatlo
Conflict resolution Tharolloyakgohlano/ tharolloyaqaka
Consensus Tumellano
Constituency Lebatowa
Constituent Mokgethi
Consultant Moeletsi/khonsaltente
Consultation Puisano
Context Moelelo
Convention Molawana/kopano
Co-opt - kenyeletsa/ tlatselletsa
Councillor Khanselara/ molekgotla
Cross boarder development Ntshetsopelemeeding
De facto Ha ntlentle
Debate Ngangisano/ phehisano
Declare Hohlahisa/ hobolela/ hotsebahatsa
Defiance campaign Letsholo la boitseko
Delegate Moemedi/ morumuwa
Deliberations Dipuisano
Demarcation Tshehoyamoedi/ moedi
Department Communications Lefapha la dikgokahano
Department Cooperative 
Governance & Traditional Affairs

Lefapha la pusoyakopanelo le borena

Department Economic 
Development

Lefapha la ntshetsopeleyaikonomi/ moruo

Department Government Lefapha la dikgokahanotsammuso le 

http://www.doc.gov.za/
http://www.gcis.gov.za/
http://www.economic.gov.za/
http://www.economic.gov.za/
http://www.google.co.za/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CBwQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cogta.gov.za%2F&ei=3Z9dVbrIM8Pg7Qap0ILwBw&usg=AFQjCNEJ1yaWYWrLas-XADLRavZHEfAKbA&sig2=sGa7MqDZni4Mp20fp3OTpg
http://www.google.co.za/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CBwQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cogta.gov.za%2F&ei=3Z9dVbrIM8Pg7Qap0ILwBw&usg=AFQjCNEJ1yaWYWrLas-XADLRavZHEfAKbA&sig2=sGa7MqDZni4Mp20fp3OTpg
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Communication and Information 
System (GCIS)

tlhohlomisoyalesedi

Department Higher Education & 
Training

Lefapha la Thuto e Phahameng le Thupelo

Department Human Settlements Lefapha la bodulo
Department Justice & 
Constitutional Development

Lefapha la Toka le NtshetsopeleyaMolaotheo

Department of 
Health

Lefapha la Bophelo

Department of Agriculture Lefapha la Temo
Department of Agriculture, 
Forestry & Fisheries

Lefapha la Temo, Meruo le BotshwasibaTlhapi

Department of arts and culture Lefapha la Bonono le Botjhaba
Department of Arts Culture and 
Recreation 

Lefapha la Bonono, Botjhaba le Boikgathollo

Department of Basic Education Lefapha la Thutoya Motheo 
Department of correctional 
services 

Lefapha la tshebeletsotsatlhabolloyabatshwaruwa

Department of Defence Lefapha la Tshireletso
Department of Energy Lefapha la Eneji
Department of higher Education 
and training 

Lefaphala Thuto e Phahameng  le Thupelo

Department of Home Affairs Lefapha la tsaLehae
Department of justice Lafapha la Toka
Department of labour Lefapha la tsaBasebetsi
Department of police roads and 
transport 

Lefapha la SepolesaDitsela le Dipalangwang

Department of Public works Lefapha la MesebetsiyaSetjhaba
Department of Rural 
Development & Land Reform

Lefapha la NtshetsopeleyaMahae letsaMobu

Department of Science & 
Technology 

Lefapha la Saense le Theknoloji

Department of social 
development 

Lefapha la ntshetsopeleyasetjhaba

Department of State Security 
Agency

Lafapha la TshireletsoyaMmuso/ Lefapha la 
tsaMautlwela

Department of the Premier Lefapha la Tonakgolo
Department of tourism Lafapha la Bohahlaodi
Department of trade and industry Lefapha la Kgwebisano le Indasteri
Department of Treasury Lefapha la tsaMatlole
Department of Women, Youth, 
Children and people with 
Disability 

Lefapha la Basadi, Batjha, Bana le 
Bathobaqhwadileng

Department Public Enterprises Lefapha la DikgwebotsaSetjhaba
Department Public Service & 
Administration

Lefapha la TshebeletsoyaSetjhaba le Tsamaiso

Department Water and 
Sanitation

Lefapha la Metsi le TsamaisoyaDikgwerekgwere

http://www.dwa.gov.za/
http://www.dwa.gov.za/
http://www.dpsa.gov.za/
http://www.dpsa.gov.za/
http://www.dpe.gov.za/
http://www.ssa.gov.za/
http://www.ssa.gov.za/
http://www.gov.za/about-government/contact-directory/organisation/1562/27
http://www.gov.za/about-government/contact-directory/organisation/1562/27
http://www.ruraldevelopment.gov.za/
http://www.ruraldevelopment.gov.za/
http://www.home-affairs.gov.za/
http://www.energy.gov.za/
http://www.dod.mil.za/
http://www.education.gov.za/
http://www.daff.gov.za/
http://www.daff.gov.za/
http://www.justice.gov.za/
http://www.justice.gov.za/
http://www.dhs.gov.za/
http://www.dhet.gov.za/
http://www.dhet.gov.za/
http://www.gcis.gov.za/
http://www.gcis.gov.za/
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Deploy Horoma
Deployment Thomo
Deputy speaker Motlatsamotsamaisiwadipuisano/Motlatsaspikara
Dilemma Bothata / tsietsi
Disaster management policy Leano la taoloyatlokotsi
Dispersion Kgasanyo
Donation Mpho
Draft bill Biliyanakwana/ Setshwantsosamolao
Draft resolution Ntlhakemoyanakwana/Tumellanoyanakwana
Duty Lekgetho
Electoral system quota Tekanyetsoyadikgetho
Electorate Bakgethi
Embargo - behetswengnako
Emblem Lepetjo
Endorse Dumellana
Enforcement Qobello/ Tshebediso
Entities Ditheo
Entrepreneur Mohwebi
Envoy Motlatsiwaleqosa/ Moromuwa
Establishment Setheo
Evaluate Hlahloba
Ex officio Bothokamaemo
Executive council Lekgotla la phetahatso/Khanseleyaphetahatso
Extensive E batsi/ e kenelletseng
Extract Seqotswa
Facilitate Hotsamaisa/ - bebofatso
Facility Sebaka/ Setsi
Fascism Boikgopolo
Federalism Bofederale
Financial service board Lekgotla la tsaditjhelete
Fiscal Tsaditjhelete
Floor crossing Hoteketa
Foreign affairs Matjhaba
Foreigner Molata
Freedom charter Tokomaneyatokoloho / Tjhatayatokoloho
Frontbencher Moetapelekapalamenteng
Fugitive offender Setlodisamolao se palehong
Gallery Kalari/ pokello/ Galari
Gazette Korantayammuso/Gazete
Gender Bong 
Genie coefficient Ho se lekanehofetisisang
Graph Kerafo
Grass roots Bathong/ Boemobotlasetlase
Green paper Tokomaneyasethato
Growth rate Sekgahlasakgolo
Guard of honour Sesuposatlhompo
Guideline Tataiso
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Hanzard Hanzard
Heritage Bojalefabasetjhaba
Hit squad Batlatlapi/ Babolai
House Chairperson ModulasetulowaNtlo
Hybrid bill Bilie tlatlapangba bang 
Ideology Tumelo/ Maikutlo/ Mohopolo
Immigrant Mojaki
Impala Phala
Impeachment Qosoyamosebeletsiwasetjhaba
Industrial country Naha e tswetsengpelekaindasteri
Industry Indasteri
Institution Setheo
Integrity Bokgabane/Seriti
Interpellation Tshitisoyapuopalamenteng
Intersectional Kamanoyamakala
Intervention Bonamodi
Intimidation Hotshosa
Introduction of a bill Hohlahiswa ha 

bili/Tlhahisoyasetshwantshosamolao
Irregularity Ketso e sayengkamolao/ tloloyamolao
Joint committee Komitiyakopanelo
Joint committee of Ethics and 
members interest 

Komitiyakopaneloyaboitshwarole 
ditabatabelotsaditho

Joint sitting Sebokasakopanelo
Journal Koranta/Jenale
Judge Moahlodi
Judgement Kahlolo
Judicial review Tekoloyamelao
Judiciary Lekgotla la molao
Judiciary authority Lekala la molao
Justice Toka
Kangaroo court Lekgotla la maiketsetso
Land claim Puseletsoyalefatshe/Tsekoyalefatshe
Land tenure right Tokeloyatshebedisoyamobu
Layman Mothofeela
Leader of Government business Moetapelewatshebetsoyammuso
Legacy Lefa
Legislative proposal Tlhahiso/ tshisinyoyamolao
Legislature Ketsamelao
Line function Motjhawatshebetso
Lip service Puofeela
Lobbyist Thaote
Local government Mmusowalehae
Low income group Bathobafumanangmoputso o tlase
Mace SesuposaPuso/Molamuwatlotlowapalamente/ Lere 

la puso
Majority government Mmusowabongata
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Majority party Mokgawabongata
Majority rule Pusoyabongata
Mandate Thomo
Macro economy Ekonomi e kgolo/ moruo o moholo
Marginalized Qheletswengthoko/ e kotetsweng
MEC ( member of the executive 
council) 

Letona/ sethosalekgotla la phethahatso

Medical research council Lekgotla/khanseleyadiphuputsotsabongaka
Medium term expenditure Tshebedisoyatjheleteyanako e bohareng
Member of parliament Sethosapalamente
Mentor Motataisi
Middle class Ba ruileng/ babohareng
Minimum wage Moputso o qalang
Minister Letona
Minority party Mokgawabammalwa
Mission Morero
Mitigation Phokotso/pebofatso
Mobilization Hothaota
Monument Seemahale
Morals Boitshwarobobotle
Mortality rate Sekgahlasahoshwa
Mortgage rate  Sekgahlasakadimoyatjheleteyamatlo
Motion Tshisinyo
Municipal demarcation board Komitiyameediyamasepala/ 

komitiyatshehoyameediyamasepala
Municipal support programme Lenane la tshehetso la masepala
Nation building Kahoyasetjhaba
National assembly Ntloyaseemayanaha
National council of provinces 
(NCOP)

Lekgotla la naha la diprofense

National framework Moralowanaha
National prosecuting authority  Bolaodibabotjhotjhisibanaha
National strategic planning Lewa la moralowanaha
National treasury Lefapha la matlole a naha
National youth commission Komishineyanahayabatjha
Navy Sesolesametsing
Negative E hananang/ e hanyetsanang
Nepotism Sewesoweso
Nomination Hothonya
None racial Esayengkammala
Norms and standards Ditlwaelo le maemo
Notice of motion Tsebisoyatshisinyo
Oath Kano/ bohlapanyi
Observation Hoelahloko/ maikutlo
Occasion Ketsahalo/ mokete/ morero
Ombudsman Monamodi
Opposition party Mokgatlowakganyetso
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Oppression Kgatello/tshotlo
Outsourcing Hobatlakantle/hontshamosebetsi
Oversight Tekoloyatswelopele/hofahlwa
Overview Tjhebokakaretso/kakaretso
Package Sephuthelwana/ pakana/morwalo
Parastatal Kgweboyammuso le poraefete
Peace accord Tumellanoyakgotso
People’s assembly SebokasaSetjhaba/Mmokawasetjhaba
Permanent delegate Moromuwawamoshwelella/Moemediwamoshwelell

a
Petition Lengolo la ditletlebo/ditseko
Petition Boipiletso
Pioneer Pulamadiboho
Pipeline Motjheng
Plenary Kopanoyamoralo
Poll Dikgetho
Pollution Tshilafatso
Powerbase Motheo wamatla/matla
Premier Tonakgolo
Presiding officer Molaodiwantlo
Priority Yabohlokwa/Hobohlokwa
Procedure Mokgwatshebetso/mokgwawatshebetso
Prohibition Thibelo
Provincial legislature Ntloyalekgotla la ketsamelaoyaprovense
Proxy Moemedi/Kemedi
Public accounts Diakhaontetsasetjhaba
Public enterprise Dikgwebotsammuso
Public participation Seabosasetjhaba/Maikutlo a setjhaba
Public protector Mosireletsiwasetjhaba
Public servant Mosebeletsiwammuso
Public works Ditshebeletsotsasetjhaba
Query Potso/Qeaqeo/Tseko
Quorum Khoramo
Range Letoto/Kgetho/Mefuta
Rate Sekgahla
Ratify Ananela/Dumellana
Recess Kgefutsoyapalamante
Recommendation Dikgothaletso
Reconciliation Poelano
Reconstruction  Kahobotjha
Reflect Bontsha
Refund Puseletso/Pusetso
Regime Puso/ Tsamaiso/Taolo
Registration Ngodiso
Regulation Molawana
Rehabilitation Kalafo/ Tokiso/Tlhabollo
Renaissance Tsosoloso/Qalobotjha
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Repertoire Lenane/Pokello/ Letoto
Resolution Qeto
Resource Mohlodi/Sesebediswa
Restitution Dihlapiso/Pusetso
Revise Pheta/ Lekolabotjha
Right wing Ba kaho le letona/ Ba kamojeng
Rule Molao
Sargent at Arms Mojaralere
Schedule Lenanetshebetso
Scheme Moralo/Lewa/Sekimi
Sector Seketara, Lekala
Sectoral determination Qeto e tlamanglekala
Security force Lebotho la tshireletso
Senate Sinote
Sexual orientation Tshekameloyatsa bong 
Social class Maemo a mothosetjhabeng
Socialism Bososhiale
Society Setjhaba
Solar energy resource Mohlodiwamatla a letsatsi
Sovereignty Hoipusa/Boikemelo
Speaker Motsamisiwadipuisano/ Spikara
Standing committee on Public 
accounts ( SCOPA)

Komitiyatekoloyadiakhaontetsasetjhaba

State of the nation address Puoyapuloyapalamente
Statement Polelo/Pehelo
Strategy Lewa
Subjudice Tshekatshekoyamolao
Subpoena Samane/ Sapina
Supreme court Lekgotla le phahameng
Survey Hohlahloba/ Tlhahlobo
Swearing in Honkakano
Symbolic Letshwao
Synchronize Tekanyo
Terrorism Hotshosa/Hotshabisa
The President Presidente
Titleholder Monga/Mohlodi
Trust Letlole
Unfinished business Mosebetsi o saqetwang/morero o saqetwang
Vulnerable group Dihlophatsekotsing
White paper Tokomaneyamoralo
Work session Nakoyatshebetso
X file Sephiri/Faeleya X


