
Broadcasting Terminology 2015 for SABC

Term Sesotho equivalent 

Accrue Bolokelwa 

Acne Sehloba 

Acquit Lokollwa 

Adaptor Adaptara 

Advocate Mmueli e moholo/advokheiti

Affidavit Lengolo la kano 

Affiliation Kamahanyo 

Affirmative action Netefaletso ya tekatekano 

Aggravating circumstances Maemo a hlobaetsang 

Air Moya 

Air break Kgefutso/ phomolo ya moeng 

Air check Tlhokomelo ya kgaso

Airbag Mokotlana wa tshireletso 

Alligator Lakabane 

Ambassador Moambasadara/ lengosa 

Amendment bill Bili ya tokiso/ molawana

Ammunition Dibetsa/ ditlhomo 

Amnesia Bolebadi 

Amnesty Tshwarelo 

Amphibian  Amfibia 

Amputate Kgaola 

Anaesthesia Ho robatsa/ ho thethefatsa 

Analyst Molekodi/mohlopholli 

Anarchy moferefere

Anchor Ankora/ motshwari wa lenaneo

Angle Lehlakore 

Annex Hapa/kgapo 



Announcer Sebohodi/ mohasi

Annuity Anyuwithi 

Anorexia Anoreksia

Antenna Lenaka/ eriele

Anthropology Antheropoloji 

Apathy Bokgopo

Appeal Boipiletso 

Appeal court Lekgotlala boipiletso 

Appendix Lelana 

Approve Dumella/ tumello 

Aquatic Tsa metsing 

Archaeologist Akheolojiste 

Archaeology Akheoloji

Arson Tshenyo ya thepa 

Artificial Maiketsetso 

Asylum Thireletso ya sepolotiki

Atmosphere Sepakapaka 

Attorney Mmuelli 

Auction Fantisi 

Audience Bamamedi 

Audit Tlhakiso 

Autocracy Pusanosi

Automatic Othomathiki/ Motjhini 

Autonomous - Ikemela 

Autonomy Boikemelo 

Avalanche Ho ritsa ka sekgahla 

Backlog Tshallomorao 

Backtiming Qalo hape 

Banner Benara



Bargaining council Lekgotla la ditekanyetso 

Basement Mokato o tlase 

Bay Kou 

Beat Otlaotla fela 

Benchmark Ipehelo/ bentjhemaka 

Benefits Ditshwanelo 

Bid Betjha/ boiketo 

Bill Molawana/bili 

Bill board Boto ya papatso 

Blasphemy Ho tlaela/thohako 

Blooper Mohlahisi 

Boarder post Moedi 

Bonus Bonase 

Branding Ho ipapatsa 

Bribe Tjotjo

Broadcast Kgaso 

Budget Ditekanyetso 

Bulletin  lesedinyane

Bullet Kulo 

Bureau Biro 

By- law Molawana 

C. E. O Mohlanka e moholo wa phetahatso 

Caledon Mohokare 

Call centre Setsi sa mehala

Campaign Ho thaota 

Cancer Kankere/ mofetse 

Capacity building Ho ntlafatsa 

Capsize Ho phetoha 



Capsule Khepsule 

Carcass Setopo sa phofole 

Career Lakala la thuto 

Cargo Thepa 

Cartridge Khatereiji 

Cataract Lera 

Century Mongwahakgolo 

Cerebellum Serebelamo 

Challenge Phephetso 

Chamber Phapusi/lekgotla 

Chamber of commerce Lekgotla la kgwebo 

Channel Kanale/ motjhoporo 

Chapel Kereke 

Charge Ho nyolla matla/ qoso/ ditjeo 

Charity Thekolohelo 

Chicken pox Mmokonyane 

Chief director Molaodi wa sehlooho 

Choroid Khoroete 

Chronic Le sa phekoleheng 

Cinema Sinema 

Circulation Phallo/ phatlalatso 

Civil society Setjhaba 

Civil war Ntwa ya setjhaba 

Civilian Motho feela 

Climatology Tlelaematholoji

Coalition Kopano 

Coarse Mahwashe

Code of arms Mapetjo a naha 

Coexist Phidisano 



Coffin Lekasi la bafu 

Cohabit Madulammoho 

Colonel Mokolonele 

Colony Kolone 

Column Kholomo 

Commander Molaodi/mokomondante 

Commemorate Sehopotso 

Commercial court Lekgotla la kgwebo 

Commission Komishene 

Commodity Sehlophiswa 

Communist Mokomonisi 

Compensation Ditlhapiso 

Compensation fund Tjhelete ya ditlhapiso 

Competition tribunal Lekgotla la ditlhodisano 

Composer Moqapi 

Comrade Khomoreiti 

Concern Ngongoreho 

Conduct Boitshwaro 

Conductor Khondaktara 

Conference Seboka 

Confiscate Ho tshwara 

Conflict Kgohlano 

Congregant Mophuthehi 

Congress Seboka 

Conman Moikgakanyi 

Conspiracy Momori 

Constitution Moaotheo 

Consultant Setsebi 

Consumption Tshebediso 



Contingency plan Moralo wa tshohanyetso 

Continuity Tswelopele 

Control Room Phapusi ya taolo 

Controversy Pherekano 

Convention Tsamaiso kopano

Co-ordinator Mohokahanyi 

Corporate affair Ditaba tsa khoporeiti

Corporate mismanage Taolo e mpe ya khoporeiti 

Correspondent Mohokahanyi 

Corrosive -Senya 

Corruption Manyofonyofo 

Cottage Ntlwana kotas 

Counterfeit Maiketsetso ka thetso 

Cover up Tshireletso 

Creditors Bahirisi ba tjhelete 

Critics Basekaseki 

Crop Dijalo 

Cue Mola 

Culpable homicide Polao ntle le maikemisetso 

Culture Botjhaba 

Curfew Tekanyetso ya nako 

Custodian Mohlokomedi 

Custody Tlhokomelo 

Customs Moetlo 

Customs officials Bahlanka ba lekgetho 

Cyberspace Saebaspeisi/sepakapaka sa 
inthanete 

Cyclone  Setsokotsane 

Cylinder Silindara 

Deadlock Pharela 



Debate Phehisano 

Debtor Ya kolotang 

Decibel Desibele 

Decompose Ho bodisa 

Deface Ho senya 

Defence lawyer Mmuelli wa moqosuwa 

Deform Ho senya 

Demolish Ho heletsa 

Demonstration Ho bontsha 

Denote Ho theola 

Denture Sesene 

Depreciation Kgaello boleng 

Derail Ho kgelosa 

Dermatology Boithuti ba letlalo/dematholoji

Desert  Lehwatata 

Detective Lofokisi 

Dialysis Deyalesese

Dictator Musanosi 

Dignity Seriti 

Director Moloadi 

Disband Qhalanya 

Disciplinary hearing Lekgotla la kgalemo 

Divert Kgeloha 

Dividends Kuno 

Divulge Phehla makunutu 

Docudrama Dokhutrama 

Documentary Dokumentari/tshwantshiso 

Dossier Dosiya 



Draft Moralo 

Draughtsman Seradi 

Dropout Dropante 

Drought Komello 

Dub Hatisa 

Duke Juku 

Dusk Phirimana 

Economist Ramoruo 

Edit Ho lokisa

Editor Mohlophisi 

Email Imeili 

Emphasize Toboketsa 

Empowerment Matlafatsa 

Endeavour Leka/boiteko 

Endorse Ho tjhaella 

Engineer Moenjinere 

Entity Enthithi/setheo 

Entourage Moifo 

Enumerator Palo 

Environment Tikoloho 

Envoy Lehlahana 

Erosion Kgoholeho 

Espionage Bohlwela 

Eviction Ho tebela 

Evidence Bopaki 

Excavator Motjhini 

Execute Phethahatso 

Exhibition Dipontsho 

Expel Tebela 



Experiment Diteko /eksperimente 

Exploitation Tshebediso e mpe 

Explore Ho ithuta 

Export Ho momella ka ntle 

Extend Atolosa 

Extended family Leloko 

Extortion Boqhekanyetsi 

Extremist Sengangele 

Face of government Boemedi ba mmuso 

Facebook Feisibuku 

Faith Tumelo 

Fallacy Kgeloso/thetso 

Fanfare Fiefiella 

Fantasy  Toro 

Federation Federaishene 

Feed Phehelo 

Feedback Tlaleho 

Fermentation Ho bela 

Fertility Ho nona 

Feud Kgang 

Fibre Ditlheferetsi 

Financial index Indekse ya tsa ditjhelete 

Financial year Selemo sa ditjhelete 

Fine Kotlo 

Floral Dipalesa 

Fog Mohodi 

Forecast  Bolepi 

Forensic Forensiki 

Foul play Bolotsana 



Foundation Motheo 

Founder member Mothehi 

Fountain Mohlodi 

Fragment Sekotwana 

Freeze assets Kgina thepa 

Frequency Leqhubu 

Fugitive Mmalehi 

Gangrene Mopetlo/gangrene

Genocide Polao ya batho ba bangata 

Geographical -tikoloho 

Geology Jioloji 

Global - Lefatshe 

Government communication Dikgokahanyo  tsa mmuso 

Grain Thollo 

Grammar Thuto ya puo / kerama 

Graphic kerafisi

Gravel Lehlohlojane 

Guardian Mohlokomedi 

Guest host Motsamaisi wa moeti 

Guidelines Ditataiso 

Gun powder Phushwana ya sethunya 

Handcuffs Mahlahlela 

Hang placard Placate ya molala

Harbour Kou/boemakepe 

Hardware Hadwe

Harmony Kutlwano 

Head Hlooho 

Head on collision Thulano 

Headlines Dihlooho 



Headphones Ditsejana/dimamedi 

Headquarters Ntlokgolo 

Hectare Hektara 

Hegemony Tshwano 

Heist Tlatlapo ka dikgoka 

Hemisphere Hemisfere 

Heritage Botjhaba/ lefa 

Hertz Hetse 

History Nalane/ histori  

Homeland Motsemahae 

Homogenous Tshwano 

Homophobia Tshwanang

Hospitality Kamohelo e mofuthu 

Humidity Mongobo 

Hurdle Hekana 

Hurricane Lehodiotswana 

Hydrophobia Tshabo ya metsi 

Hygiene Bohlweki 

Identity Boitsebahatso 

Illusion Thetso 

Illustrate -Bontsha 

Immigrant Mofalli/ mojaki 

Immune Sereletsehile

Impact Sekgahla 

Implement Phethahatsa 

Import Hwebisa 

Impound Hapa 

Imputation Kamanyo 

Inaugurate -Hlomamisa 



Incite Hlohlelletsa 

Incubator Sehodisetsa

Inculcate Kgothaletsa 

Index Dikahare/sesupi 

Indigenous -Botala/ botswalla 

Infomercial Papatso 

Infrastructure Meralo 

Infringe Hatikela 

Insist Tsitlella 

Insolvency Botjhoni 

Instructor Morupelli 

Insulin Insulini 

Insult Tlhapa 

Inter departmental Dipakeng tsa mafapha 

Interdict Thibelo 

Interim - Nakwana 

Internet Inthanete 

Interrogate -Hloma dipotso ka matla 

Intervene Namola, thusa 

Interview Inthaviu 

Intra departmental Ka hara mafapha 

Intranet Intranete 

Intro Selelekela 

Invertebrate Phoofolo e senang lesapo la 
mokokotla 

Invest Tsetela 

Invigilator Mohlahlobi 

Irregular -Sa tlaelehang 

Irrigate Nosetsa 

Irrigation Nosetso



Jingle Lepetjo 

Journal Jenale 

Judicial Lekgotla 

Knight Mohale 

Lake Letsha 

Landslide -Bongata 

Lantern Lanterene/ lebone 

Last post Ntlholohetsane 

Latent - Ipatileng 

Lease Khiro 

Left wingers Majelathoko 

Levy Lekgetho 

Liaison Kgokahano 

License Laesense

Lightning Lehadima 

Line Mola 

Listener Momamedi 

Listenership Bomamedi 

Litigation Qoso/ makala 

Livestock Mohlape 

Load shedding Ho tingwa ha motlakase ho 
rerilweng

Lobby Ngoka/ batla tshehetso 

Lodge Loje 

Maestro Kgeleke 

Mafia Mafiya 

Magnet Setala 

Makeshift Nakwana,iketseditsweng 

Maladministration Tsamaiso e mpe 



Mall Setsi sa mabenkele/ Molo 

Malnutrition Phepompe 

Malpractice Tlolo ya molao 

Manager Motsamaisi 

Mandate Thomo 

Manifesto Mohoo

Manifold Ebesela 

Margin Kotela 

Marginalized Kotetsweng 

Massacre Polao ya batho ba bangata 

Mayor Majoro 

MEC Letona 

Media Masedinyana 

Mediator Monamodi 

Memorandum Memorandamo 

Meteorology Thuto ya tsa bolepi 

Methodology Mekgwatshebetso

Microphone Maekrofounu 

Midnight Kgitla 

Migrate - Falla 

Militant - Shata 

Military Bosole 

Mind map Moralo wa monahano 

Misconduct Boitshwaro bo bobe 

Mission Maikemisetso 

Missionary Morumuwa 

Mist Mohodi 

Mob Sekgakgatha 



Modify Ntlafatsa 

Monk Moitlami 

Monopoly Meharo 

Monument Seemahale 

Morpheme Lebopi 

Mortality -Shwa 

Mule Moulo 

Mute - Thotseng 

Myopia Bofotswana 

Myth Tumelakgwela 

Narcotic Sethethefatsi 

 Narrow Tshesane/ patisane

National Setjhaba 

Native Letswalla/ motala 

Nautical Nothikhale 

Nepotism Sewesoweso 

Netball  Netball 

Network Marangrang 

Neurosurgeon Ngaka ya methapo 

News Copy Pampiri ya ditaba 

Newsbreak Kgefutso ya ditaba 

Nitrogen Naetrojene 

Nomadic Phaqola 

Numeric Dipalo 

Nun Mitlami 

Nutrients Dimatlafatsi 

Nutrition Phepo 

Oath Kano 

Occupation Mosebetsi 



Officer Mohlanka 

Offshore Lebopo 

Offspring Madinyana/bana 

Operating system Mokgwatshebetso 

Operation Tshebetso/ ho seha 

Orchestra Okhetstra 

Organism Sephedi 

Orphanage Dikgutsaneng 

Orthopaedic Ngaka ya masapo 

Outro Pheheletso 

Overdraft Kadimo 

Overhaul Ntjhafatso 

Oxygen Moya o hlwekileng/ oksejene

Panel Moifo 

Parade Phareiti

Parasite Senwamadi/ mohlampepe

Parking Boemisong 

Pass Lekgalo /feta 

Patriot Morati wa naha yah abo 

Pattern Patene 

Pavilion Phafilione 

Peace keeper Mmolokakgotso/mohlolakgotso 

Percentage Peresente 

Performance Ketsahalo

Persuade Susumetsa/kgodisa 

Petition Lengolo la ditseko/ditletlebo 

Phantom Sethotsela, sepoko 

Physics Tsa mahlale 

Picket Phiketha 



Piggyback Tlatsetso 

Pigment Sefana ka mmala 

Pilot Mofofisi 

Pitch Lebala 

Pixilate Lerotho 

Placard Polakate 

Plaintiff Moqosi

Playlist Lenane la dipina 

Pledge Kano/boitlamo 

Plot Morero/poloto/moralo 

Plough Lema 

Plumber Polambara 

Pneumonia Semarame sa matshwafo 

Poacher Leshodu 

Poet Seroki 

Pond Letangwana 

Pool Letamo 

Portfolio Potfolio 

Post humours Ka mora lefu 

Potholes Mekotjana tseleng 

Predict Lepa/ noha / lekanya 

Preliminary Nakwana 

Premier Tonakgolo 

Presenter Sebohodi 

President Presidente 

Press conference Seboka sa baqolotsi ba ditaba 

Prime Time Nako e bohlokwahlokwa 

Prince Kgosana 

Princess Kgosatsana 



Process Mokgwatsamaiso 

Producer Mohlahisi 

Production Tlhahiso 

Profit Phaello 

Program Lenaneo 

Propaganda Propoganta 

Propose Sisinya 

Protocol Prothokholo/tatellano 

Provoke Qholotsa 

Psychiatry Tsa kelello 

Psychologist Saekholojisti

Puff adder Marabe 

Punch Setebele 

Python Tlhware 

Questionnaire Dipotsophuputso 

Radar Reida 

Radiology Radioloji 

Raft Mokorwana/ Ponto  

Ransack Senya 

Rating Tekanyo 

Recreation Boithapollo 

Region Lebatowa 

Relay Lesokwana/phepelo 

Religion Bodumedi 

Relinquish Tlohela 

Remuneration Moputso 

Renaissance Renaisense 

Repatriation Kgutlisetso hae 

Reserve Risefe 



Revenue Kuno 

Rifle Raefole/sethunya 

Right wingers Ba letshohong le letona 

Road block Thibela mmileng 

Road show Letsholo 

Rugby Rakbi 

Sabotage Bohlabaphio/ tomeletso 

Saga Tabahadi/pale 

Sailor Sesesi 

Salute Tlhompho

Sanction Kotlo 

Sanitation Tloso ya dikgwerekgwere 

Sargent at arms Majara lere 

satellite Sathalaete 

Scale Sekala 

Scalp Letlalo la hlooho 

Scandal Mahlabisadihlong 

Scavenger Mohlekadibodu

scene Kgaolo/pono

Scheme Moralo/lewa/ sekimi 

Scientist Ramahlale/ rasaense 

Search Batla 

Sector Lekala 

Seismic Theketlo ya lefatshe 

Semi desert Seka lehwatata 

Seminar Seminara 

Senator Mosenate/mosenatoro 

Sequence Tetelano 

Shareholders Beng ba diabo 



Shipment Thomello 

Side collision Thulano lehlakoreng 

Side tone Medungwana 

Signpost Palo ya letshwao 

Sin tax Lekgetho la dimpe 

Slopes Moepa/metheo 

Social Tsa phidisano 

Social cohesion Phidisano e ntle 

Social media Mediya wa phidisano 

Society Setjhaba 

Sociology Sosioloji 

software Sofewere 

Solar energy Eneji ya letsatsi

Solar system Letsatsi le dipolanete 

Solicited funds Matlole a kopuwang

Somatology Somatholoji 

Somnolent Seotsedisi 

Source Mohlodi/batla 

Sovereign E ikemetseng 

Space Sepakapaka

Spacecraft Sepalangwa sa sepakapaka 

Spaceship Sekepe sa sepakapaka 

Specialist Setsibi

Spectator Mmohi 

Speculation Kgopolotaba 

Spell Kgohelo

Spouse Molekane 

Stalwart Tshiya 

Statue Seemahale 



Stratosphere Setratosfere 

Stratum Lakga 

Stress Kgatello 

Sub Saharan country Naha e borwa ho Sahara 

Submit Inehela /henelana

Subsidy Tshehetso 

Substance Ntho 

Subtropical Haufi le ditropiki 

Suburb Sababo 

Sulphur Sebabole/ salfa

Summit Samiti/ Kopano 

Supreme court Lekgotla le leholo 

Surgeon Ngaka 

Surgical Tsa bongaka 

Suspend Behela ka thoko 

Sustain Ntshetsapele 

Swamp Seretse 

Swine flu Feberu ya dikolobe 

Syllable Senoko 

symbol Tshwao 

Symmetric Simetriki 

Systematically Ka tatelano 

Tattoo Dinyao/thathu

Tavern Thavene/ tameneng 

Tax Lekgetho 

Temperature Thempereitjha

Tempo Lebelo 

Tender Thenda 

Tenure Nako ya tshebetso 



Terminal Theminale 

Termite Themaete 

Terrace Thereisi 

Territory Sebaka

Terror Tshabo 

Testimonial Testimoniale/ lengolo la bopaki 

Tetanus Thethanase 

Theme Mokotaba 

Thermometer Themometha 

Thermostat Themostate 

Thorax Qoqotho 

Thunderstorm Pula ya diaduma /lehodiotswana

Ticks Kgofa 

Tone Modumo 

Tonic Moriana 

Tourism Tsa boeti 

Toxic Tjhefu 

Tragedy Koduwa 

Trance Diphaephae 

Transition Phetoho 

Translucent Translesente 

Transmission Phetiso 

Transmitter Transmitara 

Transparent Bonaletsang 

Trench Foro 

Triangle Kgutlotharo 

Tribal Tsa morabe 

Trigonometry Trikonometri 

Tripod Tripoto 



Trophy Mohope 

Tropical region Lebatowa la ditropiki 

Truce Kgotso 

Trust fund Letlole la batshepuwa 

Tube Tjhupu

Tunnel Tolloro/ thanele 

Turbine Thebaene 

Tutor Morupelli 

Unit Yuniti 

Utterance Puo 

Vaal Lekwa 

Vacancy Sekgeo sa mosebetsi 

Vaccinate Enta 

Vaccine Ente 

Value Boleng 

Vandalise Senya 

Vanguard Boetapele 

Vertebrate Lesapo la mokokotlo 

Veteran Mokaubere 

Veterinary Bongaka ba diphoofolo 

Veto Vito 

Vigilantism Bovijilante 

Virus Vaerase

Vocation Mosebetsi

Voiceover Lentswe 

Volcano Thabamollo 

Volt Volte 

Volunteer Moithaupi 

Wage Moputso 



Wagon Koloi ya dipholo 

Ward Wate 

Warder Molebedi wa tjhankane

Warlords Phehlamorole 

Wasp Bobi 

Waterspout Setsokotsane sa metshi 

Wax Konokono 

Weather Boemo ba lehodimo 

Web Wepo 

Weed Lehola 

Wheat Koro 

Whirlpool Kweetsa 

White collar crime Bosinyi ba barutehi 

Windpipe Qoqotho 

Woodwork Mosebetsi wa lehong 

Wrinkle Leswebe 

Xenophobia Lehloyo ya lemata 

Xylose Saelose 

Yacht Yote 

Yield Tlhahiso 

Yoke Joko 

Zapping Ho zepa 

Zeal Morolo 

Zebra Qwaha 

Zigzag Matswedingtsweke 

Zinc Zinki 

Zoo Serapa sa diphoofolo 

Zoology Zooloji 


