
SACR FREE STATE PROVINCIAL DEAF AWARENESS EVENT 

The Free State Department of Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation in partnership with Lilt 

Holdings hosted the first Free State Provincial Deaf Awareness Event in Mangaung.  

Deaf people from 5 districts of the province as well as representatives from other 

departments were invited to this event. Amongst the representatives from the University of 

the Free State was Mme Susan Lombaard from Humanities Faculty and she was leading the 

Sign Language In Education commission. 

According to Mme Nuna Masasa from the Language Services Unit the reason why officials 

and stakeholders who are not deaf were fitted with ear plugs and the only means of 

communication used was sign language, was so that hearing people (who are the minority 

at this event) got to experience how it is like to be in a majority society that speaks a 

language that they don’t understand. 

During the breakaway sessions, the deaf and hearing people had to interact with each other 

using sign language as the only means of communication. The activity became unbearable 

for the hearing people as they had a difficult time trying to communicate and resorted to 

writing as their means of communication. Ntate Teboho Mokhali who works in the Library 

Services unit did an outstanding job directing the programme and ensuring that everyone 

present participated fully in the activities. 

Mme Puleng Helepi who is a Masters in Language Practice student at the Central University 

of Technology (CUT) was accompanied by her supervisor and mentor Dr Molete to the 

event.  Mme Helepi’s academic research is on communication barriers experienced by the 

deaf in the work place. 

The following topics were discussed during the breakaway session: 

-Sign Language in Education  

-Health for all 

-Safeguarding deaf people in times of crisis  

-Deaf Leadership  

-Sign Language unite us 

-Sustainable economic opportunities for deaf people 


