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RESPONSE TO ISSUES RAISED BY MCC AROUND MACUFE: 

 

The recent statements by Mangaung Concerned Community (MCC) 

spokesperson/s around the staging of Mangaung African Cultural Festival 

(MACUFE) have come as a surprise to the Department and are unfortunate. 

This is primarily because the Department of Sport, Arts, Culture and 

Recreation (DSACR) has had direct engagements with the MCC leadership 

around matters that are now being raised through the media.  

 

Informed by the principles of people-centredness, and being a caring, 

listening and responsive government, the Department had direct 

engagements with MCC leadership on matters that were of concern to 

them.    

 

The first meeting took place on 14 September 2022 with a follow up 

meeting being held on 19 September 2022. While these meetings were 

characterised by heated expression of discontent from the side of MCC 

leadership, particularly the first meeting, the representatives of both MCC 

and the Department ultimately found common ground around issues that 

were raised. (It is therefore uncertain to the Department whether the 

spokesperson/s of MCC that has, post the above two meetings, gone public 

to raise the same issues that were addressed during those meetings are 

aligned to the MCC leadership that was part of these meetings held with 

the Department).  
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Some of the central issues that were raised during the meetings, and which 

were reduced into a memorandum as per agreement of the first meeting of 

14 September, are as follows:  

 

Inclusion of Local Artits in MACUFE: 

 

Following the concern raised about the alleged exclusion of local artists 

from the MACUFE programme, the Department provided an outline in 

terms of the total number of local artists who are going to feature in 

MACUFE in general and in each specific show that is part of MACUFE 

programme. The response to this outline from MCC was positive, with the 

leadership present acknowledging the positive steps taken to ensure 

representation of local artists in the progranme. 

 

Local Economic Empowerment:  

 

A breakdown of all local companies and/or individuals who were 

contracted during the previous MACUFE events, as well as the different 

services they were contracted for, was also outlined. Again, the leadership 

of MCC which attended these meetings acknowledged the reality of local 

beneficiation as outlined during the meeting.  

 

A representative from C-Squared, being the Events Management company 

contracted for MACUFE 2022, was specifically invited to the second of 

the two meetings to provide the breakdown and commitment in terms of 

local beneficiation during the 2022 edition of the festival. It must be stated 

that the Events Management company for MACUFE has a contractual 

obligation to ensure that local beneficiation takes place as per the 
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requirement of the Bid and the Service Level Agreement entered into with 

the Department.  

 

MACUFE Cup:  

 

The only area around which consensus could not be reached during the 

meetings was around MACUFE Cup. The Department made it clear from 

the onset that MACUFE Cup is one of the brand associates of MACUFE 

which are managed independently from the Department. Owners of such 

events (brand associations) have only requested the usage of the MACUFE 

brand for their own events.  

   

The representative from C-Squared, which owns MACUFE Cup event, 

was also invited to the meeting of 19 September to also address this matter 

of MACUFE Cup. 

  

With no common ground established around this matter during the 

meeting, it was resolved that C-Squared needs to have an engagement with 

Celtics Supporters Club jointly with MCC in an effort to resolve the 

impasse around the staging of MACUFE Cup. From the reports that the 

Department received, that meeting took place but apparently there was no 

common ground established around the matter. It is the desire of the 

Department that this matter is resolved amicably, understanding the 

passionate sentiments that Bloemfontein Celtics supporters continue to 

uphold for their beloved team.  

  

 

Other matters or allegations relating to the current contract, which are of 

administrative nature, will not be addressed in this statement. However, the 
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Department will like to point out that there is no factual basis to those 

allegations. Just as an example, the allegation that the Department has 

increased the contract amount with an “additional” R11 million after 

appointment of the service provider are completely without any factual 

basis. In line with the commitments provided by the Department through 

media statement updates which were being issued while the procurement 

process was underway, the letter and spirit of the law as contained in the 

Public Financial Management Act and other related Supply Chain 

Management prescripts, will continue to be adhered to even during the 

implementation of the contract. Contract price variation is one of the 

aspects of the contract which are regulated by prescripts.     

 

In conclusion, at the end of the above-referred to meetings a way forward 

was formulated with regard to: 

 

1) The need to reflect on the modalities that MACUFE should assume 

moving forward. Deliberations should start right away with relevant 

structures to map a future for MACUFE 2023 and beyond. A 

commitment was made from the side of the Department to the effect 

that the proposals raised around this matter will be escalated to the 

leadership of the Department and, ultimately, the Executive Council 

of the province.  

   

2) The engagements identified lack of information as a key factor in 

the confusion and discontents around the implementation of 

MACUFE as a project. It was resolved that MCC, and other relevant 

structures, should be regarded as a stakeholder with whom direct 

sharing of information should take place, and not rely only on the 

media for information dissemination. Therefore, structural 
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communication will henceforth be the order of the day between the 

Department and MCC on matters of Sport, Arts, Culture and 

Recreation.  

 

The Department hopes that MCC will adhere to the spirit and letter of the 

two meetings and work with the Department to ensure that MACUFE is, 

moving forward, improved where there are any shortcomings.  

Issued by the Free State Department of Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation 

(DSACR) in partnership with Free State Sport Confederation (FSSC) 

 

 

Enquiries:   

         

Tankiso Zola         

Departmental Spokesperson   

Cell: 082 940 2392      

 

Email: tankiso@sacr.fs.gov.za    
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