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01 August 2022 

MACUFE PREPARATIONS IN FULL STEAM 

 

Preparations for the 2022 edition of the Mangaung African Cultural Festival (MACUFE) remain 

on course. Following the pronouncement made by the honourable Premier of the Free State, 

Mrs Sefora Ntombela, during the State of the Province Address, the MACUFE Seering 

Committee was set up to work on the successful execution of this festival.  

 

Given the magnitude and nature of services required for a festival such as MACUFE, an 

events management entity is essential for the effective coordination of logistics entailed in this 

festival. These services include procurement of security services, artists, marketing, 

temporary infrastructure (tents, ablution facilities and performance stages), hospitality 

services, technical services (sound and lighting) and so on.  

 

A tender invitation has been issued for the contracting of that events management company. 

The service provider is anticipated to be appointed in line with the legislated 

requirements for the bid process in August 2022. Thorough procurement processes will 

be followed to appoint such a company based on the principles of openness, fairness, 

transparency and value for money as dictated by the Constitution of the Republic of South 

Africa, Public Finance Management Act and other related prescripts.  

 

Once the procurement process is finalised, the appointed service provider will be expected to 

hit the ground running to implement the above stated logistics of the festival in view of time 

constraints.  
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MACUFE has continued to attract huge interest in the over 20 years of existence. The interest 

has been both positive and, unfortunately, negative. With respect to the latter, the Department 

has observed trends, even currently, where some individuals or entities have been going out 

to do or say certain things in the name of MACUFE. Due to its stature and socio-economic 

impact, the festival has also attracted counter-attractions which strives to piggy bag on its 

strength. While progressive and developmental business and cultural initiatives are welcomed 

to thrive, the Department would like to caution that such initiatives should not be 

counterproductive and should keep in mind the general interests of the communities of the 

Free State, economy of the province and the creative sector.      

 

"We will again like to assure the patrons and stakeholders of MACUFE that everything will be 

done for the successful delivery of this festival. Indeed, the environment has changed following 

the two years interruption by COVID-19 pandemic which has disrupted our preparations 

momentum.  The pandemic has also affected the economy and thus resulted in the need for 

reprioritisation. The preparations are nevertheless solidly underway", observed the Member 

of Executive Council, Mrs Limakatso Mahasa.  

 

The festival is on course for the set dates of 2 to 9 October 2022. Though not all traditional 

events of the festival will be on offer, 90 per cent of those events will still be on display: Main 

Music Festival, Divas Concert, Gospel Show, Comedy, Hip Hop Music Festival, Theatre, Arts 

and Craft Market, Boxing, Soccer and so on.  

 

The developmental programme of the festival will also continue to feature prominently in 2022. 

Auditions will be staged at district level to select local artists who will form part of the 

developmental programme during MACUFE.  
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All the details of the festival, including the district auditions, will be communicated 

during the month of August 2022. For further updates please follow the following 

platforms: 

 

Website: www.fssacr.gov.za 

Facebook:  Free State Department of Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation  

Twitter: @FSSACR 

Instagram: freestatedsacr 

 

 

End. 
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