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1. PRINCIPAL’S CORNER

December                  1st Issue

The year 2017 has been an interesting year for the Free State 
Department of Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation (DSACR) giv-
en that we have successfully implemented various programmes in 
order to promote sport, arts, culture and recreation in our commu-
nities. Major programmes that were implemented by the depart-
ment include, among others, the Free State O.R. Tambo marathon 
which saw many Free Staters and patrons from across the Afri-
can continent embrace the notion of healthy and active lifestyle 
through sport. DSACR also hosted the 20th edition of the Man-
gaung African Cultural Festival (MACUFE) where various inter-
national and local artists showcased their artistic prowess through 
song, theatre, dance, poetry and many other art forms.

In 2017 DSACR also commemorated the 100th anniversary of O.R. Tambo who would have 
been 100 years old had he still lived. In this context, the department unveiled the O.R. Tambo 
statute at the O.R. Tambo building which houses the Free State Provincial Government. 
DSACR further unveiled the Fidel Castro statue at the Fidel Castro building in Mangaung. 
After many years of undergoing reconstruction, the Adelaide Tambo Library (formerly known 
as the Bloemfontein Library) was also reopened.
These milestones are just a drop in the ocean in so far as the work and achievements of the 
department are concerned. DSACR continues to foster social cohesion and transformation in 
its quest to change the lives of our people for the better. As we conclude yet another year, we 
are confident that the department will continue to strengthen its relations with all stakehold-
ers and build on the success we have achieved this far.

DSACR wishes all of you a merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year!

Mrs NS Leeto  
MEC: Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation
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2. DSACR EXHIBITS AT FSPG SERVICE DELIVERY EXPO

The Free State Department of 
Sport, Arts, Culture and Rec-
reation (DSACR) showcased its 
service delivery milestones at the 
Free State Service Delivery Expo 
hosted by the Free State Provin-
cial Government from 06-08 De-
cember 2017 in Mangaung. The 
service delivery expo served as 
a platform for the Free State Pro-

vincial Government to communi-
cate its success stories and service 
delivery milestones since 2009 to 
date.  DSACR hosted a stall where 
the public had the opportunity to 
learn more about the department 
and its programmes.
Speaking on the sidelines of the 
expo, DSACR MEC Me Mathabo 
Leeto stated that, “In line with the 

Freedom Charter’s clauses which 
state that, ‘All National Groups 
Shall Have Equal Rights’ and ‘The 
Doors of Learning and of Culture 
Shall Be Opened’, DSACR has 
since 2009 been guided by these 
principles and as a result, worked 
hard to ensure that they are real-
ized and that the lives of our peo-
ple are changed for the better”
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FREE STATE CHOIRS PARTICIPATE AT NCF

On 07 December 2017 DSACR 
invited all members of the media 
to a media briefing session 
where Free State choirs 
which were to participate 
at the 2017 National 
Choir Festival, namely, 
Thabong Choristers and 
Free State Choristers, 
where officially sent off 
by the department. This 
media briefing session 
was addressed by the Acting 
HOD Me Kutlwano Tlhakudi.
The National Choir Festival 
took place from 8-11 De-
cember 2017 at the FNB 
Arena in Johannesburg. 
DSACR assisted both 
these choirs with trans-
port, food, accommo-
dation, rehearsal space, 
pianos, and professional 
vocal coaching as part of 
the support needed to ensure 
excellence at the National Choir 
Festival. These choirs further re-
ceived branded t-shirts from the 
department.
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