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1. PRINCIPAL’S CORNER

November                  Monthly

The year 2017 is drawing to an end and the Free State Depart-
ment of Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation (DSACR) acknowl-
edges the fact that the year 2018 will mark the centenary of South 
Africa’s first democratically elected President, Nelson Mandela 
because he would have turned 100 years old had he still lived. 
President Mandela was born on 18 July 1918 and was South Af-
rica’s anti-apartheid activist who dedicated most of his life to-
wards social justice, nation building, and creating a better life for 
all South Africans. It therefore remains important that we defend 
the revolutionary gains that many martyrs like Former President 
Mandela made for our country such as democracy, freedom, and 
nation building. 

As a nation we must consistently build on these gains using our constitution as a tool to pro-
mote unity in diversity. President Mandela continues to be revered all over the world because 
of his leadership capacity and stature. In November 2009, the United Nations General As-
sembly declared, 18 July Nelson Mandela International Day, to honour his birthday. This was 
the first time that the United Nations (UN) has designated a day dedicated to a person. The 
UN has also asked the people of the world to set aside 67 minutes of their day to undertake 
a task that would contribute to bringing joy or relief to the millions of disadvantaged and 
vulnerable people of the world. Let us continue fostering social cohesion and nation building 
through sport, arts, culture and recreation across our province.

Regards

Mrs NS Leeto  
MEC: Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation
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2. BRAGGING RIGHTS
JERRY SEGWABA BECOMES 1ST BLACK PRESIDENT 
OF FS RUGBY UNION

The Free State Department of 
Sport, Arts, Culture and Recrea-
tion has sent its congratulations to 
Mr Jerry Segwaba for his recent 
election as the 20th President of 
the Free State Rugby Union. Mr 
Segwaba is a seasoned sport 
administrator and the De-
partment remains confident 
that his election will take 
Free State rugby to greater 
heights and will also see 
the Free State Rugby Union 
achieving its transformation 
targets at a more rapid pace.
Mr Segwaba was born in 
Theunissen in the Free State 
but he grew up in Welkom 
where he completed his primary 
school and secondary school at 
Dirisanang Primary and Thota-
gauta Secondary Schools respec-
tively. During his youth he was a 

vibrant sport activist in the lively 
township of Thabong, Welkom. 

In high school he was elected to 

the executive committee of the 
Congress of South African Students 
(COSAS) Welkom branch as well 
as its Provincial Executive Com-
mittee where he was responsible 
for the sport portfolio and mobi-

lized the youth to join progres-
sive sport movements. He was 
also the first Chairperson of 
the Free State Youth Council.
Mr Segwaba has held sev-
eral executive positions 
and he has also sat on sev-
eral boards such as the South 
African Sport Confedera-
tion and Olympic Committee 

(SASCOC), Free State Rugby 
Union, Free State Cheetahs, Free 

State Sport Confederation, North-
ern Areas Table Tennis Association 
(NATTA), SASCOC Commission 
on High Performance and the SAS-
COC Coaching Commission.

HOD MALOPE VISITS BASOTHO CULTURAL VILLAGE

The Free State HOD for Sport, 
Arts, Culture and Recreation Mr 
Stanley Malope recently embarked 
on a visit to the Basotho Cultural 
Village as part of his institutional 
visits to several institutions across 
the province. During this visit 
HOD Malope made an extensive 

assessment of service delivery is-
sues and also took his time to mo-
tivate personnel. The Basotho Cul-
tural Village nestles in the heart of 
the Qwaqwa Nature Park which 
recently has been incorporated into 
the world-renowned Golden Gate 
Highlands National Park.
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TEBOHO MOLOI WINS AT THE 10TH SA CROWN          
GOSPEL AWARDS

The Free State MEC for Sport, 
Arts, Culture and Recreation Me 
Mathabo Leeto congratulated Te-
boho Moloi on his historical mile-
stone of scooping the Classic of All 

Time award at the recently held 
10th South African Crown 
Gospel Awards for his hit sin-

gle “O mosa, O mohau”. The 
10th installation of the SA 

Crown Gospel Awards 
was staged on 26 No-

vember 2017 at the 
ICC in Durban. It 
is also worth not-
ing that another 

Free State gospel 

powerhouse Morwesi Sebiloane was 
nominated in the same category with 
Teboho Moloi. This award ceremo-
ny was an affirmation that the Free 
State Province continues to be the 
home of champions. The SA Crown 
Gospel music awards were launched 
in 2007 and the first edition was held 
in August 2008. These awards are a 
platform of saluting, celebrating and 
awarding excellence in the gospel 
music industry in South Africa and 
beyond our borders. These awards 
have grown in the past 10 years and 
they have continued to make a great 
contribution to the growth of the 
gospel music industry as a whole.

DSACR PROMOTES MEN’S HEALTH

On 17 November 2017 the Free 
State Department of Sport, Arts, 
Culture and Recreation hosted a 
men’s health event at the FSSSI 
sports grounds. The aim of the 
event was to raise awareness 
about different cancers that af-
fect men and promote healthy 
lifestyle within the workplace. 

Some of the activities that took 
place at the event included aerobics, 
g o l f , soccer, 

HIV testing, and, cancer testing.
Speaking about the success of this 
event DSACR’s EAP Coordinator 
Me Kele Letlape said, “The pur-
pose of this event was to establish 

the men’s forum in the depart-
ment so that men can meet on 
a regular basis and have talks 
about issues affect them.”
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DSACR CHOIR IN CAPE TOWN

Following a successful year for 
the Free State Department of Sport, 
Arts, Culture and Recreation’s choir, 
MEC Mathabo Leeto has delivered 
on her commitment  to take the 
DSACR’s choir to Cape Town from 
30 November until 03 December 
2017. It was under MEC Mathabo 
Leeto’s leadership that the DSACR 
received support both technical 
and financial in order to elevate the 
choir’s standard of performance. 
In the current financial year, the 
DSACR choir has won several 
accolades including the Pro-
vincial Intergovernmental 
choral competition and 
has also participated 
at the regionals of the 
Old Mutual choral 
competition.
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3. SERVICE DELIVERY MILESTONES
MEC LEETO VISITS RUSSIA WITH FS ARTISTS

DSACR MEC Mathabo Leeto 
recently visited Moscow in Rus-
sia together with various Free State 
cultural groups, music bands, and 
soloists for the Cultural Session 
where these artists showcased their 
talents to an international audience. 
This Cultural Session was aimed 

at promoting and sharing cultural 
ideas between Russia and South 
Africa. MEC Mathabo Leeto also 
had the opportunity to address the 
participants of this Cultural Session 
and also paid a visit to the grave-
side of South African struggle he-
roes Moses Kotane and JB Marks.
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STUDY GROUP FROM SOL PLAATJE UNIVERSITY 
VISITS NALN

Prof. Victor Teise, Afrikaans 
lecturer at the Sol Plaatje Univer-
sity in Kimberley, and his students 
recently visited the National Af-
rikaans Literary Museum and Re-
search Centre (NALN). Ms Leana 
Lategan of NALN informed the 
students about the “Sestigers”, a 
group of Afrikaans authors fight-
ing against Apartheid and censor-
ship laws during the sixties. They 

also had the opportunity 
to page through the TAU-
RUS Manuscript Collec-
tion, which covers the cor-
respondence, page proofs 
and scrap-books of the 
“Sestigers”. The students 
were impressed with NALN’s 
Newspaper Cutting Collection of 
more than 400 000 items. A guided 
museum tour was presented by Ms 
Annelien Diedericks.


