
The year 2017 has been declared the Year of O.R. Tambo to celebrate the life and 

legacy of our beloved struggle icon. O.R. Tambo made a heroic contribution to the 

liberation of the people of South Africa and also championed the cause of women’s 

emancipation.  He conceptualized the idea of a national grouping of young people, 

which culminated in the formation of the African National Congress Youth League 

(ANCYL). His comrades in arms during the establishment of the ANCYL included 

Nelson Mandela, Walter Sisulu, Anton Lembede, Ashby Mda and Dr William Nko-

mo.  This generation was instrumental, among other things, in guiding South Africa’s 

negotiations to a democratic transition and also leading the post-apartheid demo-

cratic government. Together with Mandela, Tambo established the first black law 

firm in Johannesburg. They had to battle racial discrimination in the judicial system 

and demands from authorities that they relocate their legal office to a black township.

While in exile, Tambo’s leadership, resilience and tenacity eventually led to the achievement of the freedom that we 

enjoy today which we must never take for granted. This was the collective and selfless efforts of freedom fighters led by 

Tambo, who was one of the longest serving presidents of the ANC. It is in light of the above that the Free State Provin-

cial Government has taken a decision to celebrate the O.R. Tambo centenary during the month of October 2017 because 

O.R. Tambo would have been 100 years old had he lived.

Regards 

Mrs N.S Leeto
MEC: Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation

9 -15 October 2017

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER



FREE STATE O.R. TAMBO MARATHON HELD
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The Free State Department of 
Sport, Arts, Culture and Recrea-
tion hosted the 2nd annual Free 
State O.R. Tambo Marathon in 
Mangaung on 15 October 2017 
at the Mangaung Athletics Sta-
dium. This marathon was staged 
in partnership with the Free State 
Sport Confederation, Free State 
Athletics, Manguang Athletics and 
Pamoja Athletics Club. This year’s 
edition of the marathon also coin-
cided with the centenary celebra-
tions of Mr. O.R. Tambo hence 
2017 was declared as “The Year 
of O.R. Tambo” by the South Afri-
can government. Mr. O.R. Tambo 
made a heroic contribution to the 
liberation of the people of South 
Africa and also championed the 
cause to realize our constitutional 
democracy. 

Marathon 42,2 km

Men Women

1. Bernard Kipsang Chumba 1. Joan Nancy Rotich

2. Moses Kiptoo Kurgat 2. Keneilwe Sesing

3. Cosmas Kigen 3. Jenniffer Koech

Half Marathon 21,1 km

Men Women

1. Elroy Gelant 1. Irvette van Zyl

2. Desmond Mokgobu 2. Mamorallo Tjoka

3. Khoarahle Seutloali 3. Neheng Khatala 

10 km

Men Women

1. Precious Mashele 1. Kesa Molotsane

2. Thabang Mosiako 2. Glenrose Xaba

3. Machael Mazibuko 3. Dimakatso Mosia

The top 3 results of the 2017 Free State OR Tambo Marathon across various categories are as follows:
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Individual results and times are 
available on the marathon’s of-
ficial website at www.fsortambo-
marathon.co.za.  All times and re-
sults are unofficial until verified by 
the race timers.
Free State athlete, paralympian and 
world record holder in the 5000m 
for blind athletes, Louzanne Co-

etzee ran the half-marathon in 
an unofficial world best time for 
a blind athlete of 1 hour and 27 
minutes. After finishing the race 
Coetzee said: “I set out to beat a 
time of 1 hour and 30 minutes. I 
am delighted with my race. I felt 
comfortable the whole way.”
Marathon winner, the Kenia run-

ner Bernard Kipsang Chumba also 
said he was very happy with the 
race: “It is a good race, and the 
road was very good. I must say 
thank you to the organizers that 
made a professional race. The 
road made it easy for me to set 
and hold my pace.”
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O.R. TAMBO CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS PROGRAMME
The Free State Department of Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation will observe the O.R. Tambo centenary 
celebrations through a series of events during the month of October. Mr. O.R. Tambo was an icon who was 
opposed to a South Africa divided along racial, gender and ethnic lines. He was a unifier who understood the 
importance of unity in the struggle for freedom. O.R. Tambo would have been 100 years old, had he lived on. 
It is against this background that the Department remains committed to preserving and promoting the legacy 
of O.R Tambo.

The following programmes will be implemented by the Department in honor of O.R. Tambo:
1. Unveiling of O.R .Tambo and Fidel Castro Statues:
The unveiling of both O.R. Tambo and Fidel Castro statues will take place at O.R. Tambo and Fidel Castro 
buildings in Mangaung on 24 October 2017.  The unveiling will start at 07:00.

2. OPENING OF LIBRARIES:
The Department will officially re-open the Mangaung Library which underwent reconstruction over the past 
few years. The official reopening will take place on 24 October 2017. The re-opening will start at 10:00.

3. O.R. TAMBO BOXING TOURNAMENT:
The O.R Tambo Boxing Tournament will take place on 26 October 2017 at Ferdie Meyer Hall in Welkom at 
18:30. 

4. CELEBRATION OF O.R. TAMBO’S BIRTHDAY:
The celebration of O.R. Tambo’s birthday will take place at Kutlwanong Secondary School, in Odendaalsrus 
on 27 October 2017 at 10:00.

5. O.R. TAMBO GAMES:
The O.R. Tambo Games will be hosted from 27 – 29 October 2017 in Welkom at the Kopano Indoor Sport 
Centre. 

6. AEROBICS IN HONOUR OF O.R. TAMBO:
The aerobics will take place on 28 October 2017 at 07:00 in State Way Road, Welkom.

7. STREET CARNIVAL IN HONOUR OF O.R. TAMBO:
The Street Carnival will also take place on 28 October 2017 in State Way Road, Welkom at 12:00.

8. O.R. TAMBO MEMORIAL LECTURE:
The O.R. Tambo memorial lecture will be delivered by Minister Malusi Gigaba at the Kingdom Ministries 
Church in Welkom at 18:00 on 28 October 2017. The event will be a black tie event. 

9. WOMEN DIALOGUE ON O.R. TAMBO:
This event will take place at Ferdie Mayor Hall in Welkom on 29 October 2017 at 18:00.
“The Department will undertake these events during an important year in the history of our country, a year 
during which we celebrate the centenary of one of the stalwarts of our liberation struggle, Comrade Oliver 
Reginald Manyane Tambo. This year has thus befittingly been declared by the honorable President Jacob 
Zuma as the Year of Oliver Tambo. We give a strong undertaking that the celebration of the centenary of this 
self-less leader of our liberation struggle will be given the greatest honor and respect it deserves through vari-
ous activations across our province” said MEC Mathabo Leeto.  


