
South Africa will this year celebrate the centenary of the birth of Oliver Reginald 

Tambo. Oliver Tambo was born in the Nkantolo village outside Mbizana in the East-

ern Cape on 27 October 1917. He is the late former President of the African National 

Congress and one of the key founding fathers of South Africa’s liberation and con-

stitutional democracy. The centenary celebrations will take place under the theme 

“Life and Legacy of OR Tambo” and are expected to run until December 2017. The 

celebrations will be used to draw lessons from his life and understand the qualities 

that made him succeed in uniting the ANC. Tambo was the longest ever serving 

president of the ANC from 1969 to 1991. He has been described by President Jacob 

Zuma as a “solution oriented leader who always sought to move forward on the basis 

of building consensus”.Let’s honour the sacrifices and contributions of OR Tambo 

towards a free, non-racial and democratic South Africa and  use the centenary celebrations to learn more about the im-

mense sacrifices our struggle icons made so we can live if a democratic South Africa.

 Regards 

Mrs N.S Leeto
MEC: Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation

16-22 October 2017

1. PRINCIPAL’S CORNER



2. WORKSHOP ON NAMING AND RENAMING HELD 
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The Free State Department of 
Sport, Arts, Culture and Recrea-
tion (DSACR) in partnership with 
the South African Geographical 
Names Council (SAGNC) and the 
Department of Arts and Culture 
(DAC) led a capacity building and 
productive awareness campaign 
in the Free State Province in or-
der to address the transformation 
of geographical names. This was 
implemented through a one day 
workshop where all stakeholders 
engaged on processes to be fol-
lowed when standardizing geo-
graphical names. 
This workshop was held on 20 
October 2017 at the Indaba Audi-

torium, Mangaung Metropolitan 
Municipality. The workshop was 
aimed at creating awareness of 
standardization of geographical 
names in order to achieve trans-
formation, forging new national 
identity, social cohesion and na-
tion building. Speakers at this 
workshop included Me Maphisa 
from DSACR, Me Mosela Tladi 
from FSPGNC, and representa-
tives from the SAGNC and DAC.
Mr. Modisautsile Moopelwa 
Boikanyo, a 78 years old citizen 
from Mangaung stated that, “I’m 
attending this workshop because 
I want to suggest Constable DP 
Masiya’s name as one of the names 

to be considered when naming or 
renaming building and streets in 
Mangaung. Constable DP Masiya 
played an important role in the ed-
ucation sector. He motivated a lot 
of black young people to take edu-
cation seriously. I have learnt a lot 
from this workshop and I wish to 
see more these workshops taking 
place in our townships.” Another 
participant at the workshop, Mr. 
Mike Smith, stated that he attend-
ed the workshop in his capacity as 
a former municipal councilor and 
he wanted to contribute towards 
the success of this workshop.



3. DSACR EMPLOYEE WINS MRS PLUS SIZE CONTEST

4. LIBRARY SERVICES CONDUCTS TRAINING
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Me. Dipolelo Hou who works 
as the PA to the DSACR MEC was 
crowned as the 2017 Mrs Plus Size 
is Me South Africa winner on 14 

October 2017. Her 1st princess is 
Bonolo Pitsi and Palesa Ramabolu 
was crowned as her 2nd Princess. 
All of them hail from Mangaung. 
The beauty contest was organised 

by the Chief Leeuw Foundation 
and it was aimed at celebrating 
curvy married and divorced wom-
en. DSACR is very proud of Me. 
Hou’s achievement.

43 public library workers in the 
Free State attended the training on 
ImpactAssessment and Advocacy 
Training.  The training was facili-
tated by 3 facilitators of the Free 
State Provincial Library Services, 
namely Ms Nicoline Makaukau, 
Principal Librarian from the Pro-

fessional Support Service Division 
in Bloemfontein, Ms Mercia Smit, 
Principal Librarian from Thabo 
Mofutsanyana District and Ms 
Zanele Dude, Principal Librarian 
from Fezile Dabi District.  These 
three facilitators were capacitated 
by MLO that
provided them with training on 

Train-the-Trainer. Ms Henna 
Adendorff, as Provincial Co-Ordi-
nator of the Advocacy Workgroup 
of the Free State, also assisted with 
information where needed during 
the Advocacy training.
Training took place in the Free 
State Province Bloemfontein at 
the Library Services Building 
from 2-5 October 2017.  


