
The month of September is a very special month to all of us in the 
country primarily because it is during this month that we celebrate and 
commemorate our Heritage among other things. During Heritage month 
we, the people of South Africa, united in our diversity, come together 
as one to recognize and celebrate the cultural wealth of our nation. We 
celebrate this month by remembering the cultural heritage of the many 
cultures that make up the population of South Africa. 

We did so guided by our theme for Heritage Month; “Celebrating Hu-
man Treasures by asserting our African Identity.”
Our rich and varied cultural heritage has a profound power to help build 
our new nation and Heritage month affords us, as South Africans, a 
chance to pause and take stock how our diversity contributes to build-
ing a better South Africa. We are building a nation that is proud of its 
national symbols, our flag and our anthem. These symbols reflect our 

shared values and the principle of unity in diversity.

As a Department we continue to foster social cohesion through the various programmes we execute. 
Our proud heritage is informed by the cultures of people from various parts of our country and who 
have brought with them values and knowledge that have over the years been blended into one melting 
pot that today makes us all South Africans, united in our diversity. As we move the Free State Prov-
ince forward let us not forget who we are as a people!

Regards
Mrs N.S Leeto
MEC: Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation

September 2016

1. PRINCIPAL’S CORNER:



2. BRAGGING RIGHTS:      
HERO’S WELCOME FOR WAYDE
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In front of a boisterous Rio 
crowd, Wayde Van Niekerk broke 
the first track and field world 
record of the Olympic Games 
with a blistering 43.03 second run 
from the unlikely position of lane 
eight in the 400m for men, de-
stroying the two previous Olym-
pic champions in the process. Van 
Niekerk became the first South 
African athlete to win an Olympic 
Gold medal at the Rio 2016 Ol-
ympic Games. 
The Free State Department of 
Sport, Arts, Culture, and Rec-
reation supported van Niekerk 
through the Free State Sport Sci-
ence institute, where van Niekerk 
went through an extensive con-
ditioning and sport science pro-
gramme. Van Niekerk then went 
on to earn a silver medal at the 
Commonwealth Games in Glas-
gow in 2014, and set the word 
alight with his performance in the 
400m, becoming the world cham-
pion in this event. 

To celebrate our Free State hero, 
the Department of Sport, Arts, 
Culture and Recreation hosted a 

Hero’s Welcome to welcome Van 
Niekerk back home. Members of 
the media and public got the op-
portunity to see an Olympic and 
World Champion in real life as 
Van Niekerk thanked the public 
for their support publicly. The 
welcoming procession started at 
Hofmann Square and then moved 
to at Grey College, where Van 
Niekerk spent his high school 
years, then moved to the Univer-
sity of the Free State, Mangaung 
Outdoor center and finished at 
Twin City mall in Heidedal. Van 
Niekerk travelled through the 
streets of Bloemfontein in an open 
top bus, and the public lined the 
streets to welcome back our hero. 
The procession made a stop at 
the above mentioned venues as 
to give the public an opportunity 
to see this Free State icon in per-
son. Wayde also signed few auto-
graphs.
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BIKERS CHARITY DAY WITH MEC LEETO

FSSSI ATHLETES FLY SA FLAG

The Department of Sport, Arts, 
Culture and Recreation in part-
nership with the Star Riders MCC 
hosted a Bikers Charity Day in 
order to reach previously disad-
vantaged communities and hand 
over food parcels to deserving 
households. This Bikers Charity 
Day was hosted at the Mmabana 
Sports Grounds in Thaba Nchu 
from the 16-17 September 2016. 
MEC Leeto was the main speaker 
at the event and the event was also 
made possible through the gener-
ous sponsorships received from 
corporate companies such as Mi-
nolta Konica, Naledi Sun, Motse 
Group, Lesela Minitours, Power 
House Properties, Bloemside 
Holding, Ponelopele, and Gran-
deur InfraTech, Victorious Min-
istries, KGA Life, Lehasa Funeral 
directors, The Muffings Media, 
and Buwa Fela.
The Objectives of the Bikers 
Charity Day included:
• Handing out food parcels to the 
needy households.
• Raise funds to sustain adopted 
beneficiaries (Boitumelo spe-
cial school and Bartimea School 
for deaf and the blind) which we 

pledged to assist this financial 
year. 
• Creating a platform to empower 
local business and boost Thaba 
-Nchu overall economy.
• Showcase our stalls the creative, 
skilled and talented side of our 
fellow brothers and sisters who 
are in special institutions.
• Creating a fun-filled day for 
the locals and the less fortunate 
through biking games, DJ’s and 
artist performances.
Speaking at the event, Free State 
MEC for Sport, Arts, Culture and 

Recreation Me Mathabo Leeto 
said, “The department remains 
committed to the objective of 
achieving a truly transformed 
society that embraces and in-
corporates people of all colours, 
ethnicities, and even those liv-
ing with disabilities. We encour-
age our people to take advantage 
of the various opportunities that 
are available in the sport and arts 
fraternities. Our economy needs 
individuals who are willing to be 
job creators and the arts remain an 
important vehicle we can use to 
create jobs.”

The MEC for Sport, Arts, Cul-
ture and Recreation Mrs. N.S. 
Leeto congratulated two athletes 
from the Free State Sport Science 
Institute (FSSSI) for representing 
our country, in particular the Free 
State Province, at an international 
level. MEC Leeto said she is im-
mensely proud of all the athletes 

who continue to represent the Free 
State province well across all sport 
codes.
Namely, MEC Leeto congratulated 
Damean Oosthuizen (FSSSI Elite 
Cyclist), a 16 year old Cyclist from 
the Free State Province, that has 
been selected by Cycling South Af-
rica to represent the National Squad 
at the UCI Road World Champion-
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3. SERVICE DELIVERY MILESTONE:      
HERITAGE DAY CELEBRATIONS

ships in Doha, Qatar from 8 – 16 
October 2016.  Damean is part of 
the FSSSI Elite Athlete & Coaches 
Support Programme of the FSSSI. 

After reading an article based on 
the statement made by the depart-
ment, Damean sent a message of 
appreciation to MEC Leeto and 
committed that he will do his best 
in Doha at the Junior World Cham-
pionship. He further thanked the 
team at the FSSSI that is always 
willing to help him to achieve new 
heights. He also expressed appreci-
ation to the Free State Government 
for funding such a great cause to 
develop our young sport stars.
MEC Leeto also sent her congratu-
latory message to Karla Mostert 
(FSSSI Elite Netball Player) from 
the Free State Province who has 
confirmed that she has accepted 

the offer from Sunshine Coast 
Lightning to play in the Australian 
National League in 2017.
 She will be the first South African 
to play her Netball as a profes-
sional player for the top Netball 
Country in the World.  Karla has 
represented the National Protea 
Team in 53 Tests and was part of 
the Free State Crinums Team that 
has won the Brutal Fruit National 
Premier Netball League in 2016 
for three consecutive years and is 
also part of the FSSSI Elite Athlete 
& Coaches Support Programme of 
the FSSSI.
The Department of Sport, Arts, 
Culture and Recreation has sup-
ported both these athletes through 
the Free State Sport Science Insti-
tute with Sport Science Support, 
which include conditioning, test-
ing, nutrition and coaching support 

amongst others.
“Sport is a key instrument we can 
use not only to promote a healthy 
lifestyle but moreover, we can use 
sport to promote social cohesion 
within our society. These two ath-
letes remind us, as a province; of 
the potential we have to compete 
among the best in the world in the 
arena of sport hence they are shin-
ing on our behalf at an internation-
al level” said MEC Leeto.

The Free State Department of 
Sport, Arts, Culture and Recrea-
tion commemorated Heritage Day 
through a series of activities that 
were aimed at fostering social co-
hesion in our communities as well 
as recognizing and celebrating 
the cultural wealth of our nation. 
In general, South Africans com-
memorated this day by remem-
bering the cultural heritage of the 
many cultures and traditions that 
make up the diverse population of 
our country.
This year, the Department will 
commemorate Heritage Day un-
der the theme: “Celebrating Hu-
man Treasures by asserting our 
African Identity”. Through Herit-
age Day celebrations, the Depart-
ment aimed to promote heritage 

landscape transformation of the 
Free State Province, reaffirm the 
significance of our heritage as part 
of our national identity, and pro-
mote unity and diversity among 
all of South African society. The 
program of activities to celebrate 
this year’s Heritage Day included 
various activities such as social 
cohesion workshops in Welkom, 
Sasolburg and Heilbron. All of 
these activities culminated to the 
main Heritage Day celebration 
that was hosted at the Ficksburg 
Showgrounds on 25 September 
2016.
Speaking at the main celebra-
tions MEC N.S. Leeto said, “The 
celebration of days like Heritage 
Day endeavour to deliver cultural 
values, create a sense of belong-

ing and honour those who shaped 
our history. The Department also 
seeks to create awareness through 
educational programmes, dia-
logues and public engagements 
on the importance of Heritage as 
well as promoting heritage tour-
ism through excursions”.
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READING FESTIVAL 2016

On 6 September 2016, as part 
of National Book Week, officials 
from the South African Book De-
velopment Council performed 
storytelling and other activities 
to the participants of the Reading 
Festival competition. The final 
Reading festival was celebrated 
at Lourierpark Community Li-
brary on 5-9 September 2016, 
where champions were crowned.
The Reading festival is celebrated 
annually and it is run by Library 
Services with the goal of promot-
ing a culture of reading. This time 
two categories, the Sesotho Spell-
ing Bee and the Fingerspelling for 
the Deaf learners, were added. All 
libraries were registered to par-
ticipate and encouraged to join 
a reading club at their libraries. 
They then got the opportunity to 

participate in any of the following 
exciting programmes in able to 
choose the champions: 
For Grade 3, 4, 5 & 6:  Reading 
Aloud, Reading Quiz and Spell-
ing Bee sessions. For Grade3s: 
Sesotho Spelling Bee, which ap-
peared on television. It was amaz-
ing to have such a Spelling Bee in 
another mother tongue - we are 
the leading Province! For Grade 
9s: Public Speaking and Reading 
Quiz. Fingerspelling for Grade 
9 Deaf learners:  Eight learners, 
from Thiboloha Special School 
in Phuthaditjhaba and Bartimea 
School for the Deaf and Blind 
in Thaba Nchu (four from each 
school) participated.
The prizes for the Reading Festi-
val were as follows:
Champion:  10 inch tablet
1st runner up:  7 inch tablet

2nd runner up:  smart phone
Adults from the Department also 
participated in the Spelling Bee 
competition. They had to read 
various policies of the Depart-
ment, study the words therein and 
then spell chosen words at the 
competition.
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SESOTHO LITERARY MUSEUM HOSTED LITERARY SYMPOSIUM

Sesotho Literary Museum 
(SLM) hosted the SLM 3rd An-
nual Literary Symposium on 08-
09 September 2016, at The Civic 
Theatre in Mangaung, under the 
theme: "Reading the Past, Writ-
ing the Future" –“Ho bala tsa 
Maobane, Ho ngola tsa Kamoso”. 
This took place at a time when the 
Sesotho Literary Museum is cel-
ebrating 10 years of its existence, 
taking stock of the milestones 
achieved since 2006, and focusing 
on strengthening the institution to 
achieve more.
Day 1 dealt with panel discus-

sions, open mic for poetry rendi-
tion, Dithoko and Diboko, speed 
reading session and a keynote ad-
dress by Prof Thapelo Selepe. A 
Nation Building session discuss-
ing the importance of National 
symbols was hels on Day 2, as 
well as showcasing the Sesotho 
Choral music composition of the 
late Mr. Mabuti Simon Setai dur-
ing our “Books Meet Music” ex-
hibition. The DSACR Choir pre-
sented songs from Ntate Setai’s 
repertoire, with the keynote ad-
dress presented by the music guru, 
Mr Bonisile Gcisa.

“As part of the mandate of this 
department to promote and ad-
here to the Provincial Language 
Policy and to build literature in 
the province, it is of utmost im-
portance that we support, promote 
and build previously marginal-
ized languages. Sesotho is one of 
the official languages in the Free 
State Province, and therefore no 
effort must be spared to preserve 
and build the language.” Stated 
MEC for Sport, Arts, Culture and 
Recreation, Mrs N.S. Leeto.


