
As we draw the month of May to a close and welcome the month of 
June, it remains critical to observe that it coincides with the 41st anni-
versary of the 1976 Student Uprisings which saw young people, black 
students in particular, protesting against the then oppressive education 
system imposed on them by the erstwhile government which served 
interests of the white minority while intentionally neglecting the vast 
majority of our people and pushing them to the periphery.  The heroic 
stand by the class of 1976 is a stark reminder that young people are 
the locomotive of our society and for us as a nation to succeed in con-
solidating a developmental state, we have to look after their interests. 
Indeed there is nothing about them without them!

In this edition we pay homage to those progressive students and youths 
who belong to the class of 1976. The post 1994 dispensation has heeded the call to safeguard the 
development and interests of youth despite various challenges that we are faced with. Today, young 
people have access to free basic education and our government is investing more in ensuring that no 
learner goes to school hungry. The youth of 2016 now has access to opportunities in Sport, Arts, and 
Culture. The post 1994 dispensation has opened doors for young sportsmen and women of all colours. 
Artists and Crafters are also free to express themselves without censorship because of the gains of our 
freedom and democracy.
If anything, the month of June reminds us all to take advantage of the opportunities that our demo-
cratic government has created. We owe it to the martyrs of 16 June 1976 to ensure that all young 
people are presented with opportunities to prosper hence the future of South Africa is in their hands.

Regards
Mrs N.S Leeto
MEC: Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation
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1. PRINCIPAL’S CORNER:



2. BRAGGING RIGHTS:      
FREE STATE ARTISTS NOMINATED FOR 2017 SA MUSIC AWARDS
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The Free State MEC for Sport, 
Arts, Culture and Recreation Me. 
Mathabo Leeto congratulated Free 
State artists that have been nomi-
nated for the 23rd South African 
Music Awards (SAMAs).

The 23rd edition of the SAMAs 
is an installment that will be cel-
ebrating 23 years of existence 
and of recognizing the rich South 
African music and talent respec-

tively. The 23rd SAMAs ceremony 
will be held in Sun City on May 
26 & 27 2017. The three artists 
who have successfully put the Free 
State province on the map in their 
respective music genres are:

1)  Taylor K – The Bloemfontein-
born independent artist has been 
nominated in the Best Kwaito Al-
bum category for his album Paper 
Chase.

2)  Teboho Moloi - Adored by 
many gospel fans around the coun-
try, Teboho has been nominated in 
the Best Traditional Faith album 
category for his latest album titled 
Nkutlwele Bohloko.

3)  Coenie de Villers – Another 
Free State artist who continues 
to proudly fly our province’s flag 
with pride. Coenie is nominated in 
the Beste Kontemporêre Musiek 
Album for his album titled Emoji.
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SERAME SEDITI FLIES TO ENGLAND

PALEHO AIRS ON MZANSI MAGIC

F Free State MEC for Sport, Arts, 
Culture, and Recreation Me Math-
abo Leeto heeded a humble plea by 
one of Free State’s finest vocalists 
–Serame Sediti – to help him fly to 
England where he has been invited 
to showcase his singing prowess. 
Sediti has previously been part of 
big talent-search shows in South 
Africa such as Idols, The Voice, 
and The X-Factor. The Free State 
provincial government assisted 
him to release his EP in 2016 and 
to perform at various events such 
as the Mangaung African Cultural 
Festival (MACUFE).

A Free State-based drama film Paleho has been recently airing on Mzansi Magic (DSTV Channel 161) and 
has left many viewers in awe. Shot in the beautiful mountains of QwaQwa, this world-class production fea-
tures legendary actor Kgotso Nkgatho along with other highly talented cast members.
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NETBALL LEAGUE HELD IN MANGAUNG

The city of Mangaung is the 
proud host of the Brutal Fruit 
Netball Premier League which is 
scheduled to take place from 26 
May – 11 June 2017 at the Man-
gaung Indoor Centre. The Free 
State Crinums are the defend-
ing champions hence they were 
crowned winners last year. Com-
menting about the staging of this 
tournament in the Free State, MEC 
Leeto said, “The people of Free 
State province are renowned for 
their patriotism and enthusiasm 
for sport. We are a province that is 
truly united through sport and our 
young people are at the forefront 
of sport participation and develop-
ment across all sport codes. Sport 
has proven to be an instrumental 
tool that can be utilized to nature, 
develop, and unite the youth of 
our beautiful province.”
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3. SERVICE DELIVERY MILESTONE:      
INTERNATIONAL MUSEUM DAY CELEBRATED

Hosted at the Pioneer Museum 
in Winburg on the 27 May 2017, 
the International Museum Day 
was also meant to inform the com-
munity of Winburg and Makele-
ketla about the re-opening of the 
museum. 
Amongst the highlights was the 
surprise appearance of 76 year old 
Nkgono Kedibone Moshodi – one 
of the freedom fighters and the 
participant of anti-pass match of 
1956. Nkgono Moshodi also nick-
named Speedy, narrated the mul-
tiple events that led to her many 
arrests while protesting the then 
apartheid laws. 
The community demonstrated 
commitment and willingness in 
looking after the museum and 
providing personal stories and 
artefacts that could contribute to-
wards transformation of the her-
itage landscape of Winburg and 
Makeleketla. 
Speaking on behalf of the depart-
ment and the museums services, 
Mr Tlhapi was quick to condemn 
the killings of young girls and 
women. He urged women to love 
their husbands, men to protect 
their wife, and children to respect 
their parents.
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On 16 to 18 May 2017, Museum 
Services, in collaboration with the 
Heritage and Language Services; 
visited schools in Soutpan, Brand-
fort, Verkeerdevlein, Winburg and 
Theunissen. These were build-up 
activities to International Museum 
Day – whose theme this year is 
“Museums and contested histories: 
Saying the unspeakable in mu-
seums”. The workshops focused 
mainly on social cohesion, nation 
building, the importance of muse-
ums as well as careers in different 
fields that were represented by the 
officials.

DSACR MUSEUM SERVICES VISIT SCHOOLS
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BLOEM CELTIC AND FS STARS RECEIVED R2 MILLION EACH

Two professional football clubs 
that are based in the Free State 
province and are currently play-
ing in the national Premier Soccer 
League – the Free State Stars and 
Bloemfontein Celtic – were each 

awarded with R2 million at a cer-
emony held on 08 May 2017 for 
continuing to proudly fly the prov-
ince’s flag with distinction. The 
Free State MEC for Sport, Arts, 
Culture and Recreation Me. Math-

abo Leeto and the Free State Pre-
mier Mr. Ace Magashule as well as 
other esteemed dignitaries graced 
this auspicious occasion that was 
held at the Free State Sport Science 
Institute in Mangaung.
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MEC LEETO LEADS PRAYER AGAINST WOMEN ABUSE

On 22 May 2017, Free State 
Acting-Premier and MEC for 
Sport, Arts, Culture and Recrea-
tion Me Mathabo Leeto together 
with other members of the Execu-
tive Council led scores of commu-
nity members to the Ferdie Meyer 
hall in Welkom for a prayer ses-
sion in response to the recent ab-
ductions and killings of South Af-
rican women. Wearing black and 
red and with candles hoisted, both 
men and women in attendance 
strongly condemned the abuse of 
women through prayer.
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LANGUAGE ACT COMES INTO EFFECT

The Use of Free State Official 
Languages Act, Act 1 of 2017, has 
been passed by the Free State Leg-
islature. Premier Ace Magashule 
has proclaimed that the Act will 
commence on 1 June 2017. This 
Act has a direct bearing on the 
Free State Department of Sport, 
Arts, Culture and Recreation as 
a custodian of language services 
in the province and compels the 
MEC to report to the Legislature 
on how other Free State Provincial 
Government departments are com-
plying. 


