
The month of March 2017 has been a very momentous period for all 
of us at the Free State Department of Sport, Arts, Culture and Recrea-
tion. Not only did we deliver our 2017/18 Budget Vote Speech in which 
we clearly outlined our planned programmes aimed at improving the 
lives of the Free State people, moreover, we also received sad news 
of the passing of one of the great citizens of our province Dr Rantlai 
Molemela – a giant in the business and sport fraternity.
In memory of this great patriot, we dedicate this monthly edition of 
Mphatlalatsane: Naledi ya meso to his memory and the good deeds he 
engaged himself in during his times. As a department, we have always 
been consistent in maintaining that sport and recreation are very impor-
tant tools we can utilise to achieve social cohesion and transformation 
across our society. In this regard Dr Molemela led from the front, show-
ing the rest of us that indeed sport can reach people in places that no one 
and nothing can’t.

During March we also observed Human Rights Day. This important day on our national calendar 
reminded all of us that the road we have traversed as a province and as a nation in achieving the de-
mocracy as well as the rights we all enjoy today. We are obliged to pay homage and tribute to many 
activists and progressive forces across the spectrum who contributed to the liberation of our country 
and who helped defeat the oppressive apartheid system. Today’s generation must jealously guard 
against the gains of freedom that our government has and continues to achieve. They must also be 
taught that constitutional rights are intertwined with responsibility.
Furthermore, we are delighted to publish this monthly newsletter under a new name Mphatlalatsane: 
Naledi ya meso. The rebranding of our internal newsletter will ensure that as government we commu-
nicate to our people in a less complicated manner and that we bridge any communication gap. Lastly, 
let us all be hard at work to continue the vision of our forebears of constructing a truly non-racial, 
non-sexist, democratic and prosperous South Africa. Indeed South Africa belongs to all who live in it!

Regards

Mrs N.S Leeto
MEC: Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation

March 2017

1. PRINCIPAL’S CORNER:



2. BRAGGING RIGHTS:      
 CUT HONORS MR LOATE
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SACR senior manager Mr. Te-
boho Loate was nominated as the 
inaugural recipient of the Chan-
cellor’s Excellence Award, in 
the categories of leadership and 
community involvement, for his 
proven capacity to guide and mo-
tivate others to excellence, and 
his commitment to improving and 
serving his community. Mr. Loate 
has a long track record as a public 
servant and community leader. He 
was appointed as the Free State 
Provincial Director of the Insti-
tute for Democracy in South Af-
rica (IDASA) from 1993 to 1996. 
He served the Free State Provin-
cial Administration as Director: 
Policy – Department of Public 
Safety, Security and Liaison in 
1996; Deputy Director: Moni-
toring and Evaluation in 2000; 
Director: Crime Prevention and 
Community Liaison from 2001 to 

May 2004; and Director: Commu-
nications from May 2004 to 2005. 
In 2005, he was appointed as the 
Chief Director: Corporate Serv-
ices in the Department of Sport, 
Arts, Culture and Recreation. 

Mr Loate formed part of the 
Botshabelo Committee against 
incorporation into QwaQwa, 
and served as a member of the 
Botshabelo Principals’ Commit-
tee opposed to incorporation. He 
also pursued his interest in educa-
tion by becoming involved in var-
ious programmes, occupying key 
positions such as Chairperson of 
the Board of Trustees of the Lan-
guage Methods and Programmes 
(1991 – 2002); founder and com-
mittee member of the Need Pro-
gramme (1989 – 1996); and South 
African Representative and mem-
ber of the South African Advance 
Education Project (SAAEP)’s 

Executive Committee in the Unit-
ed Kingdom (1993 – 1995). 
In 1994, Mr Loate was appointed 
by the late Prof. Kadar Asmal as 
Ministerial Appointee on the CUT 
Council. He was later re-appoint-
ed by Minister Naledi Pandor as 
CUT Council member until 2014. 
He served as the Chairperson of 
the CUT Council from 2000 to 
2010. During his tenure as CUT 
Council member, Mr Loate made 
important contributions as a 
member of various standing com-
mittees of Council. He served as 
Deputy Chairperson of Council, 
and as Chairperson of the Remu-
neration Committee, Human Re-
sources Committee and Finance 
Committee.
SERVICE DELI
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3. SERVICE DELIVERY MILESTONE:      
2017/18 BUDGET VOTE IN BRIEF

The Department of Sport, Arts, 
Culture and Recreation remains 
committed to implementing pro-
grams and projects that creates an 
enabling environment for our so-
ciety to strive for unity at all times. 
Despite the budget size of this 
Department, we believe we can 
do more with what is on our table.

ADMINISTRATION & FI-
NANCIAL MANAGEMENT:
Three (3) clean audits in succes-
sive years, 2012/13, 2013/14 and 
2014/15 financial years. 

ARTS AND CULTURE:  
National Days of Significance and 
other Calendar Days:
Freedom Day:
The Department successfully 
hosted Freedom Day in Welkom 
and in Sasolburg which were at-
tended by 15 000 and 20 000 peo-
ple respectively.  
Africa Day:
We will continue to partner with 
the legislature in celebrating Af-
rica Day in a quest to fight against 
the scourge of Xenophobia and 
racism 
Heritage Day:
On the 24th of September every 
year South Africans across the 
spectrum are encouraged to cel-
ebrate their culture and diversity. 
The event was hosted in Ficks-
burg in Thabo Mofutsanyana dis-
trict. 
Youth Month: 
In collaboration with the Depart-
ment of Sport and Recreation S.A 
we successfully staged the Na-
tional Youth Camp programme in 

2016 at John Paul II camping site, 
Bethlehem. 
National Women’s Month:
In recognition of the Girl Child 
during the Women’s Month, the 
Department organised the Dlala 
Mantombazana games in Welkom 
in 2016. 
Basotho New Year’s Celebration:
The celebration of Basotho New 
Year on 1st of August preserves 
the indigenous calendar of Ba-
sotho.  The Department celebrat-
ed the Basotho New Year in Qwa 
Qwa. 
Mandela Day:
In partnership with all the pro-
vincial government departments 
Mandela Day was celebrated in 
Bethlehem, Thabo Mofutsanyana 
in 2016. 
Human Rights Day:
We commemorate Human Rights 
Day to reaffirm our commitment 
to the Bill of Rights as enshrined 
in our Constitution. 
 
MUSEUM SERVICES: 
The Free State Province has 13 
museums. One (1) in each of 
the following towns, Qwa Qwa, 
Smithfield, Phillipolis, Heilbron, 
Winburg, Bethulie, Glen and 
Boshoff as well as five (5) muse-
ums in Bloemfontein. 
The Wesleyan Church, which is 
the birthplace of the African Na-
tional Congress has been desig-
nated as a national heritage site. 
In 2016/17, 46,975 people visited 
the above mentioned museums. 
In 2016/17 the Department start-
ed the process of digitalizing our 
museums as part of efforts to en-
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Names Committee, we have as-
sisted municipalities to change the 
16 residential areas in Botshabe-
lo and Thaba Nchu during the 
2016/17 financial year. Sections 
that used to be known according 
to their alphabets in Botshabelo 
have been changed. 

LANGUAGES SERVICES
Through the Free State Writers 
Forum we have established writ-
ers organisations in all local mu-
nicipalities and the Mangaung 
Metro. This has created a home 
for about 500 writers. We will 
cascade this process to local mu-
nicipalities.
During the 2016/17 financial 
year, twenty (20) officials were 
empowered to communicate in 
Sign Language, bringing to 39 of-
ficials who obtained Basic South 
African Sign Language training, 
NQF level 5. These officials will 
be further skilled by the Univer-
sity of the Free State in the next 
financial year.

PERFORMING, VISUAL 
ARTS AND CRAFT PRO-
GRAMME:
Through Performing, Visual Arts 
and Craft program which in-
cludes: music, clap and tap, dance, 
theatre, poetry, puppetry, gospel, 
choral music, paintings, drawing, 
crafts and film, a total number of 
31 098 Artists participated and 
benefited from various events and 
platforms created in the Province.
Mangaung African Cultural Festi-
val (MACUFE):  
The budget for MACUFE 2016/17 
was R 42, 5 million which was 
spent.
In 2017 we will be celebrating the 
20th Anniversary of MACUFE.

hance the ability of communities 
to access these museums. 

Social Cohesion and Nation 
Building:
The Department hosted Social 
Cohesion dialogues from 20th to 
22nd September at Welkom, Heil-
bron and Sasolburg respectively. 
In order to promote our National 
Symbols, patriotism and Nation 
building, during the outreach pro-
grammes 7 328 National Symbols 
and Orders brochures, 500 CDs of 
National Anthem and African Un-
ion Anthem, 1 482 desk national 
flags, 652 African Union posters, 
936 Pre-Amble of the Constitu-
tion and 1 602 National Identity 
Passports were distributed to 78 
schools across the province.  

HERITAGE: 
In July 2016 the Department took 
168 learners and teachers on a 
youth liberation heritage tour to 
Robben Island, Parliament of the 
Republic and Cape Fort 
The Wesleyan Church has been 
nominated for declaration by 
UNESCO’s World Heritage Con-
vention Committee as the World 
Heritage Site. 
The Wesleyan Church and Win-
nie Mandela House have been 
approved to form part of the Re-
sistance and National Liberation 
Heritage Route. 
The two (2) metre statues of O.R 
Tambo and Fidel Castro have 
been completed and are ready for 
the unveiling in 2017 as part of 
the celebration of the O.R Tambo 
Centenary. 

Geographical Naming and Name 
Changing: 
Through Provincial Geographical 
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R28, 5 million was spent on 
SMMEs and Free State Based 
Companies on various services 
such as catering, security, trans-
port and cleaning.

LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES 
SERVICES: 
The Free State Province has 180 
libraries nine (9) of which are 
school libraries, seven (7) are hos-
pital/prison libraries and 164 are 
public libraries.  The total number 
of 539 580 individuals are regis-
tered in our libraries.   As part of 
our drive to promote the culture of 
reading we continue to ensure that 
our libraries are equipped with the 
latest technological resources.
R2 million was spent on the Mzan-
zi Libraries Online project. R2,5 
million will be spent in 2017/18.
In the new financial year, 2017/18 
eight (8) new libraries will be 
opened and equipped with ICT 
connectivity: computers, tablets, 
and Wi-Fi as well as Toy Library 
services to enhance Early Child-
hood Development (ECD).
Black Publishers and Authors 
Support:
Indeed, Radical Economic Trans-
formation is non-negotiable. 
Through the procurement spent 
on books and other library materi-

als we will continue to ensure that 
black publishers have a stake in 
the economy of our country and 
Province. The total amount of R4, 
4 million was spent on black sup-
pliers in 2016/17.
Through the World Book Day, 
the Department has managed to 
encourage 20 local authors to 
submit their books for procure-
ment and placement in libraries. 
During 2017/18 an estimated to-
tal number of 42 000 books over 
a wide spectrum will be procured 
including books on the history of 
O.R Tambo, African history and 
culture.

SPORT AND RECREATION: 
Community Sport: 
On Community Sport we have 
implemented the following Mass 
Participation programmes: In-
digenous games, Senior Citizens 
games, O.R Tambo games, Na-
tional Youth Camp, Big Walk, 
Recreation Day and People with 
Disabilities games in the 82 towns 
of the Free State.
During the next financial year we 
will roll out the Rural Sport De-
velopment project in QwaQwa 
as an identified area by Sport 
and Recreation South Africa in 
conjunction with the Traditional 

Leadership.

Schools Sport: 
Together with the Department of 
Education we have implemented 
the School Sport programme in 
1336 schools across the Province 
in pursuit of the vision of “healthy 
minds in healthy bodies”.
In 2016/17 financial year a total 
number of 10 000 learners par-
ticipated in the school sport pro-
gramme in the province.  The total 
of 1200 learners represented the 
Province at the National Schools 
Championships.

High Performance Sport:
The Department has spent R5, 9 
million assisting 15 sport federa-
tions and 309 full time high per-
formance athletes as part of its 
Elite Athlete and Coaching Sup-
port Programme.
The Department furthermore ren-
dered 6,707 high performance 
sport science services to the value 
of R12,6 million as part of gov-
ernment continued support to en-
hance the performance of our top 
athletes.  490 coaches from the 15 
Sport Federations were trained on 
“Sport Science for Coaches Pro-
gramme”.
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PROVINCIAL DISABILITY GAMES HOSTED IN MANGAUNG

The Free State Department of 
Sport, Arts, Culture and Recrea-
tion hosted the 2017 Provincial 
Disability Games in line with its 
objective of utilizing sport as a 
vehicle to foster social cohesion 
in our communities. These games 
were staged at the Mangaung Out-
door Sport Centre on 11 March 
2017. Participants for these games 
were selected from all districts in 
the province including the metro. 
Each district and the metro sent 
a contingent of male and female 
players to participate in sport 
codes such as Deaf Netball, Foot-
ball, Goal ball, Morabaraba, Juk-
skei, and many others.
All teams took part in the 5KM 
walk from Shell filling station, 
Moshoeshoe Road to Mangaung 
Outdoor Centre. Furthermore, all 
the participating teams and tech-
nical officials also received med-
als which were awarded by the 
MEC, HOD and other dignitaries. 
Each team received equipment as 
per its code.

Speaking about the importance 
of these games, MEC Leeto said, 
“When building an active nation, 
it is clear that no country can ex-
pect to achieve and sustain suc-
cess at the elite level without a 
strong participation base in the 
community because that is where 
every champion has their begin-
ning. Through the sport continu-
um approach we continue to pro-
vide opportunities to communities 
and learners starting from a mass 
participation level, developmental 
level and ultimately an elite level. 
The Department continues to be 
committed to implement pro-
grammes that create an enabling 
environment to develop an active 
and a winning nation.  We commit 
ourselves to the Free State people 
that we will continue to render 
sport and recreation services to 
realise our goals through Commu-
nity Sport, School Sport and High 
Performance Sport.”
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SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO DR PETRUS RANTLAI MOLEMELA

On 26 March 2017, our prov-
ince and the entire sport fraternity 
learnt with shock about the un-
timely departure of Dr Moleme-
la. In this regard, MEC Mathabo 
Leeto wishes to convey her heart-
felt message of condolence to the 
family, friends and all those who 
crossed paths with Dr Molemela. 
The Free State Department of 
Sport, Arts, Culture and Recrea-
tion carries this burden of grief 
together with the Molemela fam-
ily. Many within our province 
and nation have stood in perfect 
silence to pay their respects. De-
livering her tribute on behalf of 
the Free State government at Dr 
Molemela’s memorial service on 
31 March 2017 MEC Leeto said, 
“E wele kakapa ya papadi ya bolo 

ya maoto! E wele qhoku ditabeng 
tsa kgwebo! Ntate Molemela e ne 
e le mohlophisi ya matla. Bohlo-
phisi ba hae re bo bona ka bat-
shehetsi ba Siwelele hore e ne 
e le mohlophisi wa makgonthe. 
Afrika-Borwa mona ha hona bat-
shehetsi ba sehlopha sa bolo ya 
maoto ba hlwahlwa jwalo ka bat-
shehetsi ba Masele (Bloemfontein 
Celtic). 
Ntate Molemela o bapetse karolo e 
kgolo ntweng ya tokoloho, hore e 
be mokgahlo wa ANC o mona mo 
o leng teng kajeno. Dilemong tsa 
bo 1984, Ntate Molemela o ne a 
fana ka sebaka sa hae sa Moleme-
la Hotel hore dikopano tsa komiti 
ya naha ya United Democratic 
Front (UDF) di tshwarelwe moo. 
Baetapele ba tshwanang le bo 
Archie Gumede, Oscar Mphetha, 

Makhenkesi Stofile, Steve Tsh-
wete, Joseph Marks, Andrew Bo-
raine le ba bang ba bangata ba ne 
ba tshwarela dikopano tsa UDF 
Molemela Hotel.
Ke bua ka ditaba tsena tsa Ntate 
Molemela hore re seke ra lebala 
hore re tswa kae re le setjhaba 
sa batho ba batsho. Re le Afrika-
Borwa, re le Foreistata, re sa le 
leetong le le telele ka pela rona. 
Leeto lena le letelele, ke leeto la 
ho fetola moruo o ye matsohong 
a batho ba bangata.”

Dr Molemela was born on 16 April 
1933 at a farm called Bethel and 
holds an honorary doctorate from 
the Central University of Technol-
ogy, Free State. At the time of his 
passing he was the Lifetime Presi-
dent of Bloemfontein Celtic Foot-
ball Club. “Dr Molemela’s legacy 
is that of a national treasure in our 
society who dedicated most of his 
life towards identifying and nur-
turing young talent. Even posthu-
mously, he remains a key figure 
from which we can draw lessons 
on how to utilize sport to foster 
social cohesion and nation build-
ing. He passes on at a time when 
we are striving towards realizing 
this ideals as stipulated in the Na-
tional Development Plan,” said 
MEC Leeto.
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