
As we come to the end of Women’s month, we would do well to re-
flect back on a month that has brought so much to be proud of in South 
Africa. Not only did our very own Wayde van Niekerk bring home the 
gold, but in true celebration of women, Caster Semenya became the first 
South African black woman to win an Olympic gold.
South Africa commemorates Women’s Month in August as a tribute to 
the more than 20 000 women who marched to the Union Buildings on 
9 August 1956 in protest against the extension of Pass Laws to women. 
The Government of South Africa declared August women’s month and 
9 August is celebrated annually as Women’s Day.
The historic march in 1956 was a turning point in the role of women in 
the struggle for freedom and society at large. Since that eventful day, 
women from all walks of life became equal partners in the struggle for 
a non-racial and non-sexist South Africa.
It is for this reason that we must never underestimate the power of 

women, and celebrate the diversity that South Africa is blessed with. Women play the role of educa-
tor, foundation of the nation, liberator as well as the corner stone on which society is built.
Our society has, over the years transformed but patriarchy and gender inequality are still found in 
sport and in the arts.
As government, we will continue to work with and support those who have taken the plight of women 
to heart. We will also seek to change this by being leaders of social change and by joining those who 
share our objective of women emancipation in sport and in the arts.
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MEC: Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation

August 2016

1. PRINCIPAL’S CORNER:



2. BRAGGING RIGHTS:      
WAYDE BRINGS HOME GOLD
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Infront of a boisterous Rio 
crowd, Van Niekerk broke the 
first track and field world record 
of these Games with a blistering 
43.03 second run from the unlike-
ly position of lane eight, destroy-
ing the two previous Olympic 
champions in the process.
Michael Johnson’s world record 
of 43.18sec had stood since 1999 
and rarely been seriously chal-
lenged. Van Niekerk did not im-
press in qualifying, thus was 
drawn in lane eight, but when the 
gun went he rocketed from the 
blocks.

Initially he looked to run to fast 
through the first 200m, and the ex-
pectation was that Kirani James, 
the defending champion from 
Grenada, and LaShawn Merritt of 
the United States would haul Van 
Niekerk in through the bends.

It didn’t happen. The South Afri-
can in fact went faster in the sec-
ond half of the race, slingshotting 
into the home straight. His win-
ning margin against one of the 
fastest 400m fields ever assem-
bled is what makes this win even 
more special. It was, as Johnson 
said on television commentary, “a 
massacre”.

“I believed I could get the world 
record. I’ve dreamed of this med-
al forever, I am blessed” said Van 
Niekerk. 
The Free State Department of 
Sport, Arts, Culture, and Rec-
reation supported van Niekerk 
through the Free State Sport Sci-
ence institute, where van Niekerk 
went through an extensive con-
ditioning and sport science pro-
gramme. Van Niekerk then went 

on to earn a silver medal at the 
Commonwealth Games in Glas-
gow in 2014, and set the word 
alight with his performance in the 
400m, becoming the world cham-
pion in this event.
Congratulating Van Niekerk, 
MEC Leeto said, “We are im-
mensely proud as the people of 
the Free State to have a talented 
individual like Wayde in our 
midst. He is a testament to what 
dedication and hard work can 
achieve, and it is an honor to as-
sociate with a world champion as 
a province. The anticipation of 
his performance throughout this 
year has paid devidents, and to 
claim the world champion, Olym-
pic champion and world record 
holder as one of our own, is again 
a testament of the Free State Pro-
vincial Government’s commit-
ment to sport excellence.”
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3. SERVICE DELIVERY MILESTONE:      
MEC LEETO TO HOST GR.12 WELL-DONE FUNCTION

LOUZANNE COETZEE AND KHOTHATSO MOKONE REPRESENT SA 
AT PARALYMPICS

MEC Leeto congratulated Free 
State athletes Louzanne Coetzee 
(Blind Athlete) and her guide 
Khothatso Mokone on their inclu-
sion in Team SA taking part in the 
Rio 2016 Paralympic games in 
September.

After the success of Wayde van 
Niekerk that broke the first track 

and field world record of the Ol-
ympic Games with a blistering 
43.03 second run, it is with pride 
that the Free State is again repre-
sented by these athletes as a prod-
uct of the Department of Sport, 
Arts, Culture and Recreation’s 
commitment to sport excellence.
Coetzee and Mokone will partici-
pate in the 1500m T11 track event.  

Both these athletes are part of the 
EACS (Elite Athlete and Coach 
Support) programme of the FSSSI 
and receive support from the De-
partment of Sport, Arts, Culture 
& Recreation in the form of Sport 
Science Conditioning, Rehabilita-
tion etc.

Louzanne was born with Leber’s 
congenital amaurosis and partici-
pates as a visually impaired ath-
lete.  Khothatso is Louzanne’s 
guide on the track and togeth-
er they make a winning team.  
Louzanne and Khothatso won 3 
gold medals at the 2016 Nedbank 
National Championships in the 
800m, 1500m and 5000m.  They 
are also the Africa Champions 
and the World Record holders in 
the 5000m T11 class.

MEC Leeto hosted a Grade 12 
Well-done Function for schools 

in Allanridge. This function was 
aimed at honouring and motivat-

ing Grade 12 learners and their 
educators who excel in various 
subjects.
MEC Leeto previously adopted 
Mosala and L.A. Wesi Secondary 
Schools as part of her constitu-
ency work in order to improve 
the pass-rates at these schools and 
since then various initiatives have 
taken place to realize this objec-
tive.  A motivational session for 
Grade 12 learners led by MEC 
Leeto also took place on the 03 
March 2016 which was followed 
by a Career Guidance Exhibition 
on 13 May 2016. 

“The education of our children is 
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BASOTHO NEW YEAR CELELBRATION

a societal issue and it requires all 
of us as a society to have a role to 
play. Our support as parents, gov-
ernment, and educators is critical 
to ensure that we continue to pro-
duce learners with relevant skills 
and knowledge while ensuring 
that we produce the next genera-
tion of leaders and captains of in-
dustries who will take South Af-
rica forward. Our schools should 
also inculcate a culture that fosters 
social cohesion and patriotism for 
the country” said MEC NS Leeto.

Delivering her 2016/17 Budget 
Vote for the Free State depart-
ment of Sport, Arts, Culture and 
Recreation, MEC N.S. Leeto 
said, “Every year we have been 
celebrating the Basotho New 
Year at the Basotho Cultural Vil-
lage. In 2016 we will partner with 
Traditional Leaders and the Le-
sotho people to celebrate the Ba-
sotho New Year in the villages of 
Qwaqwa. This also makes a valu-
able contribution in strengthening 
our international relations with 
our neighboring state.”

Statistically, Sesotho is the most 
common language spoken by 
64% of the people of the Free 
State therefore, its preservation 
and promotion is very critical in 
the pursuit of nation building and 
social cohesion. Languages in 
general play a critical role in any
society and ours is no different. It 
is for this reason that the Depart-
ment continues to promote and 
preserve all languages spoken 
across the province through the
Department’s Language Services 

Unit.
This year’s celebration of the Ba-
sotho New Year was staged in col-
laboration with local Traditional 
Leaders and also featured arts and 
crafts exhibitions, horse demon-
strations, cultural performances 
as well as presentations on tradi-
tional harvesting methods hosted 
on 6 August 2016 at the Charles 
Mopeli Stadium, Qwaqwa.
Historically, Basotho did not fol-
low the Gregorian calendar, but 
rather relied on the position of the 
moon, the natural indicator of sea-
sonal rotation. As most of us have
observed, the full moon occurred 
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MEC LEETO DONATES SCHOOL SHOES TO 134 LEARNERS

from the 3rd to the 4th of July, a 
period
characterized in Sesotho as “Ha 
kgwedi e toloka”. To mark the 
African New Year, fields are 
ploughed, and the very first har-
vest is brought as an offering to
Tlatlamatjholo/God.

Basotho New Year is celebrated 
annually after the last days of 
Mariha/winter to give way to 
new life after the dry seson. Ba-
sotho New Year Celebration starts 
in August/Phato, known for the 
blowing winds, clearing Mother 
Earth and refreshing the ground 
with showers of Spring.

The event’s highlight was the pa-
rade composed of cultural prac-
titioners, men on horseback, as 
well as drum majorettes. The Free 
State Province is rich in its unique 
and diverse cultures which will be 
witnessed in this year’s Basotho 
New Year Celebration.

The celebration speaks to our 
quest to promote social cohesion 
by embracing all cultures. It also 
deepens our drive towards cultur-
al self-awareness in
our communities. Only when 
communities are aware of their 
history and cultural identities can 
we be able to build a better society.

MEC Leeto donated school 
uniform to 134 identified needy 
learners of Thusanong Primary 
School in Kutlwanong, Odendaal-
srus in the Matjhabeng Local 
Municipality as part of her con-
stituency work. This deed fol-
lows on the work that MEC Leeto 
has been conducting for schools 
around this municipality. On 3 
March 2016 the grade 12 learners 
of Mokgothu Primary School in 
Nyakallong, Allenridge received a 
windfall of laptops and mini-labs 
which are intended to enhance a 
culture of learning and teaching 
facilitated by the MEC.  Earlier 
in the year the MEC had donated 

school uniforms to local schools 
in Nyakallong, Allenridge. 
The handing of school shoes to 
the learners of Thusanong Pri-
mary School in Kutlwanong, 
Odendaalsrus was hosted on 01 
August 2016.
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PRINCE KAYBEE’S ALBUM GOES GOLD 

The Free State MEC for Sport, 
Arts, Culture and Recreation Mrs. 
N.S. Leeto congratulated Kabelo 
Motsamai (Prince Kaybee) for the 
achievement of his debut album, 
Better Days which has officially 
reached a gold selling status in 
South Africa.
MEC Leeto also conveyed her 
gratitude to the people of the 
Free State province in particular 
for their continued support to lo-
cal artists such as Prince Kaybee 
who hail from the Free State. The 
patriotism of the Free State peo-

ple has been felt through sales of 
Prince Kaybee’s album and this 
gold selling album has raised the 
bar for other local artists.
To celebrate this remarkable 
achievement, a media briefing 
was held on the 18th of August at 
the FSSSI Restaurant.
As a Free State-born house DJ 
and producer, Prince Kaybee con-
tinues to receive support from the 
Department as is the case with all 
other Free State artists. This sup-
port comes in the form of provid-
ing performance opportunities 

for local artists through platforms 
such as the annual Mangaung 
Cultural Festival and many other 
events organized in the province 
such the recent South African 
Sport Awards.
“The Department is immensely 
proud of Prince Kaybee who is 
part of the large pool of talented 
artists found in the Free State. 
I therefore wish to thank thou-
sands of people who continue to 
purchase his music. This is proof 
that indeed the talent found in our 
province is of a high level and is 
also worthy of national recogni-
tion,” said MEC N.S. Leeto


