
During the month of April 2017 we celebrated with excitement 
Freedom Day which is an important day in South Africa as it en-
capsulated the birth of a new democratic dispensation. The new 
democratic government endorsed important National Days of sig-
nificance which are categorized into two; namely: Commemora-
tive and Celebratory days. Among these celebratory days of na-
tional significance, Heritage Day and Freedom Day are celebrated 
annually. 

South Africa celebrates Freedom Day annually on the 27 April and 
the theme for this year was “The year of OR Tambo: Together 
deepening democracy and building safer and crime-free communi-
ties”.  These celebrations coincided with the centenary of the late 

President and national Chairperson of the ANC, Mr Oliver Reginald Tambo, an international 
icon and hero of the South African liberation struggle. In this regard let us all be reminded of 
the many heroes and heroines of our struggle who laid their lives so that we may enjoy this 
freedom.

The Province also celebrated Freedom Day at the Abrahamsrust Holiday Resort near Sasol-
burg as it has been a normal practice for each province to organize provincial events on this 
day as well.   Through these celebrations, the department has send out an important message 
to our people that they should defend the constitution and defend the revolutionary gains of 
our freedom and democracy! 

Regards
Mrs N.S Leeto
MEC: Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation

April  2017

1. PRINCIPAL’S CORNER:



2. BRAGGING RIGHTS:      
EASTER CELEBRATED THROUGH SPORT, ARTS, CULTURE & RECREATION
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The Free State Department of 
Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation 
supported various programmes that 
were staged over the Easter holi-
days which were meant to deepen 
and promote sport, arts, culture 
and recreation in our communities 
throughout the province. Through 
the “My Stage My World” pro-
gramme the Department supported 
the Multicultural Music Extrava-
ganza which was hosted at the 
Phumlani Pub in Mangaung on 15 
April 2017.
This programme will still be rolled 
out in all 5 districts of the Free 
State province during this month. It 
is aimed at celebrating our diverse 
cultures through music whilst pro-
viding a platform for our local 
artists and DJs. Among the many 
local artists and DJs who gained 
exposure through this programme 

were; DJ Yaya (Motheo FM), DJ 
Kurbin  Blow (Motheo FM), Lfoza 
(CUT FM), Skuzabel (Lesedi FM), 
Les DJ as well as guest artists such 
as Nonkosi, Walaza Band, and 
Drywater.
To realise the Budget injunction as 
stipulated in the 2017/18 Budget 
Vote that, “As part of Community 
Sport in 2017/18 we will intro-
duce recreational games with an 
objective of involving young peo-
ple in recreational sport activities 
during holidays” the Department 
also formed part of various sport-
ing events over the Easter holi-
days such as the Phuthaditjhaba 
Football Tournament, The Amon 
Nteo Football, Netball, Bodybuild-
ing, and Music Festival, Jacobsdal 
Easter Festival, Koffiefontein Soc-
cer and Netball Coaching Clinics, 
Itumeleng Modise Easter Tour-
nament in Welkom, Hennenman 

Sport Night, and the Qalabotjha 
Easter Tournament.
“There is growing interest in the 
potential of the cultural and crea-
tive industries to drive sustainable 
development and create inclusive 
job opportunities. An indication 
of this is a recent set of UNESCO 
guidelines on how to measure and 
compile statistics about the eco-
nomic contribution of the cultural 
industries. This reaffirms the fact 
that there is a need to provide more 
resources to Arts and Culture pro-
grammes. Through the Arts and 
Culture programme we continue to 
pursue the mandate entrusted upon 
us by the National Development 
Plan (NDP) Vision 2030: ‘Trans-
forming Society and Uniting the 
Country’ and to ensure the realisa-
tion of Social Cohesion and Nation 
Building in our communities” said 
MEC Mathabo Leeto. 
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The Free State MEC for Sport, 
Arts, Culture and Recreation Mrs. 
Mathabo Leeto hosted a Motiva-
tional Session for all Grade 12 
learners and educators in Nyaka-
llong, Allanridge on 21 April 
2017. This was a continuation 
of a longstanding relationship 
that MEC Leeto has with all the 
schools of Nyakallong, Allan-
ridge which has seen a drastic 
improvement of Grade 12 pass-
rate at both Mosala and LA Wesi 
Secondary Schools. In 2016 MEC 
Leeto handed school uniforms 

over to all schools in Nyakallong, 
Allanridge and continues to pro-
vide support to local schools in 
various ways. MEC Leeto was ac-
companied by community leaders 
and departmental officials who all 
had an opportunity to offer mo-
tivation and exchange ideas with 
both Grade 12 learners and their 
educators.
“The children and the youth of 
our province have a constitutional 
right of access to basic educa-
tion. We have been consistent in 
the provision of access to qual-
ity education as it forms the basis 

for an empowered and prosperous 
society. Our progress witnessed 
throughout the levels of the educa-
tion system points to an improve-
ment which reassures prosperity. 
The education of our children is 
a societal issue and it requires all 
of us as a society to have a role 
to play. Our support as parents, 
government, and educators is 
critical to ensure that we continue 
to produce learners with relevant 
skills and knowledge. Our schools 
should also inculcate a culture 
where school sport and cultural 
activities are encouraged,” said 
MEC Mathabo Leeto.

MEC LEETO MOTIVATES GR 12 LEARNERS IN ALLANRIDGE
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MEC LEETO CONGRATULATES LOUZANNE COETZEE

FREEDOM IN OUR LIFETIME CONCERT

The Free State Department of 
Sport, Arts, Culture and Recrea-
tion, in partnership with Fezile 
Dabi District and Metsimaholo 
Local Municipalities, hosted the 
Freedom in Our Lifetime Concert 
as part of the Freedom Day cel-
ebrations. 
Freedom Day recognized and cel-
ebrated the strides that have been 

made since 1994, and acknowl-
edged that South Africa is a far 
better society than it was under 
apartheid.  It was also a period of 
reflection on what else needs to be 
done collectively towards the goal 
of building a prosperous society 
and improving the quality of life 
for all.
Freedom Day was a significant 

occasion and it was also an op-
portunity not only to celebrate 
our freedom and democracy, but 
to reflect on how South Africa`s 
democracy and freedom was 
achieved, the progress made in 
the past 23 years and how South 
Africans should work together to 
implement the National Develop-
ment Plan (NDP).

Acknowledging the excel-
lent sporting talent found in our 
province, the Free State MEC for 
Sport, Arts, Culture and Recrea-
tion conveyed her congratulatory 
message on behalf of the depart-
ment to Louzanne Coetzee and 
her guide Khothatso Mokone for 
breaking the world record in the 
500m at the Nedbank National 
2017 Paralympic Championships 
which took place in Port Elizabeth 
this month.
Coetzee, a blind Paralympian 
who hails from Bloemfontein, has 
also improved the South African 

records in the 800m and 1500m 
races. The department has been 
consistent in providing techni-
cal support to both Coetzee and 
Mokone who are currently train-
ing at the Free State Sport Science 
Institute (FSSSI) and they are also 
supported by the Free State Acad-
emy of Sport.
In 2016 Coetzee was also part of 
the South African team at the 2016 
Rio Paralympics and the World 
Record holder in the 5000m race. 
Coetzee is also the current Afri-
can Champion in the 1500m race.
Congratulating both Coetzee and 
Mokone, MEC Leeto said, “The 

Department has made strides in 
ensuring that people with disabili-
ties are included in all sport pro-
grammes and activities. We con-
tinue to support all athletes who 
represent our province and nation 
very well. 
Furthermore, we support initia-
tives such as Disability Games 
and other developmental pro-
grammes to nurture young tal-
ent. Such initiatives provide Free 
State youngsters an opportunity 
to showcase their talent and to 
hone their skills. Congratulations 
to both Coetzee and Mokone for a 
job well-done.”
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South Africa celebrates Freedom 
Day annually on the 27 April and 
the theme for this year was “The 
year of OR Tambo: Together 
deepening democracy and build-
ing safer and crime-free commu-
nities”.  The celebrations coincid-
ed with the centenary of the late 
President and national Chairper-
son of the ANC, Mr Oliver Regi-
nald Tambo, an international icon 
and hero of the South African lib-
eration struggle. The Freedom In 
Our Lifetime Concert took place 
on 29 April 2017 in Sasolburg.
The event is expected to attract 
about 20 000 people and will fea-
ture the following artists: Cas-
sper Nyovest, Zonke, Lulo Café, 
Amanda Black, DJ Finzo, Twasa, 

Lerato Kganyago, L-Tido, Oros N 
Langa Glass and many others. 
In her 2017 Budget Vote Speech, 
the MEC for SACR, Me Mathabo 
Leeto stated that: “In 23 years of 
our freedom and democracy, the 
policies and programmes of gov-
ernment continue to yield positive 
results with regard to the creation 
of a united, non-racial, non-sexist, 
and prosperous society. Despite 
this conscious milestone there is 
a desire to continuously involve 
all communities across the de-
mographics of the Free State to 
commit themselves towards rec-
onciliation and forget what di-
vides them and participate in pro-
grammes and activities that unite 
them.  We have noted with a great 

concern some of the activities that 
may be xenophobic and racist in 
some of our communities.  Such 
activities need to be condemned 
by everybody.  To this end the cel-
ebration of O.R Tambo as a uni-
fier becomes paramount.  
The Freedom in Our Lifetime 
Concert is aimed at fostering so-
cial cohesion whilst ensuring that 
our people are constantly educat-
ed about the historic significance 
of Freedom Day. Our freedom as 
South Africans did not come at a 
silver platter; it was brought forth 
by brave men and women who 
selflessly gave their lives. It is for 
this reason that we are obliged to 
commemorate them”.
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FREEDOM DAY CELEBRATED

The Free State Department of 
Sport, Arts, Culture and Rec-
reation hosted the inaugural OR 
Tambo Choral Festival from 28 
– 30 April 2017 where various 
community choirs participated. 
This choral festival will be an an-
nual program managed by the De-
partment. This initiative comes at 
a time when the Free State MEC 
for Sport, Arts, Culture and Rec-
reation Mrs. Mathabo Leeto has 
committed that the department 
will support choral music and its 
development throughout the prov-
ince and further committed the 
department to prioritize the reviv-
al of choral music in the province. 

The department further support-
ed the Gospel Festival held at 
Tikwe Lodge in Virginia on 30 
April 2017 and the “My Stage 
My World” programme at The 
Thoughts Lounge in Mangaung.
“Through this initiative the Free 
State DSACR is elevating choral 
music to a more coordinated and 
professional musical genre. We 
value choral music because of its 
dignity and the role it can play in 
nation building, social cohesion 
and the renewal of our heritage. 

This art form can play an impor-
tant role in our efforts to promote 
moral regeneration and can be a 
vehicle through which we drive 
our anti-crime campaigns in the 
province. It is important to en-
courage young people to cherish 
and take part in choral music. In 
fostering social cohesion and na-
tion building, choirs play a vital 
role in disseminating messages 
of unity and national pride” said 
MEC Mathabo Leeto.
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3. SERVICE DELIVERY MILESTONE:      
MEC LEETO OPENS MOTATI PUBLIC LIBRARY

The community of Tshepong in 
Verkeerdevlei were ecstatic when 
the Free State MEC for Sport, 
Arts, Culture and Recreation Me 
Mathabo Leeo officially opened 
the Motati Community Library 
in Tshepong, Verkeedevlei on 05 
April 2017. This multi-million 
rand facility will serve the com-
munity of Tshepong with the lat-
est form of technology and boasts 
state-of-the-art equipment such 
as reading section, reference sec-
tion, activity hall, study hall, toy 
library and a computer room.
The Motati Public Library was 
built at a cost of approximately 
R12 million. The project was 
funded from the Community Li-

brary Conditional Grant which is 
made available by the Department 
of Arts and Culture to provincial 
departments to transform and up-
grade public library services in 
the country. 
In her address MEC Leeto said, 
“Our libraries should help us to 
preserve and archive our own 
history using our own narrative. 
We need to encourage librar-
ies as spaces where information 
conveyed through new technolo-
gies can help to revolutionize and 
transform our people’s lives. We 
need to equip our libraries with 
the common foundational texts, 
that elaborate on our shared Af-
rican identity and how Africa can 

take its rightful place in the wider 
world, so that when our youth 
meet each other, they can engage 
with this common and rich body 
of knowledge even as they come 
from different places and a mul-
tiplicity of cultural expressions.”
The department of Sport, Arts, 
Culture and Recreation as custodi-
ans of library services in the prov-
ince has shown its commitment 
to education and the availability 
of resources to all communities. 
This commitment will continue 
to be displayed and other major 
projects are in the pipeline. Com-
munities are encouraged to utilize 
these facilities to their maximum 
and not to vandalize them.
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MEC LEETO EMBARKS ON OPERATION HLASELA

The Free State MEC for Sport, 
Arts, Culture and Recreation Mrs 
Mathabo Leeto joined by depart-
mental officials and other officials 
from the Free State Provincial 
Government led a door to door visit 
in Verkeerdevlei on 18 April 2017 
as part of the Operation Hlasela 
service delivery programme. This 
followed the recent visit by the 
Department where Departmental 
officials embarked on an Opera-
tion Hlasela programme with the 
community of Verkeerdevlei on 12 
April 2017 at the Kaps Banyane 
Community Hall. 
MEC Leeto visited the Iketsetseng 
Early Childhood Development 
Centre and the Reitumetse Com-
bined School in Verkeerdevlei and 
engaged with educators on some 
of the challenges they continue to 
face. Among the list of challenges 
mentioned was access to techno-
logical facilities in both institu-
tions and in this regard MEC Leeto 
committed to liaise with other pro-
vincial departments in addressing 
this challenge and encouraged the 
community to temporarily utilize 

facilities that are available at the 
R12 million state-of-the-art Motati 
Public Library which the depart-
ment unveiled recently.
The Department will also look into 
ways on how to improve sport and 
cultural facilities in the area. Other 
issues that were discussed during 
the visit by MEC Leeto and depart-
mental officials related to the geo-
graphical renaming of some of the 
streets and the process of resolv-
ing this will be expedited through 
the legal framework and structures 
such as the Geographical Names 
Committee. 
“Transformation of our heritage 
landscape also relates to the Geo-
graphical Names Changes process. 
The Department embarks on Geo-
graphical Naming and Renaming 
process to ensure that our heritage 
landscape is transformed. Through 
Provincial Geographical Names 
Committee, we continue to trans-
form our heritage landscape in the 
province,” MEC Leeto said.
Operation Hlasela is a service de-
livery initiative of the Free State 
provincial government which was 

adopted shortly after Premier Ace 
Magashule took office in 2009 and 
it has since brought about multiple 
changes in the provision of gov-
ernment services since its launch. 
It is aimed at fast tracking service 
delivery to fight poverty and creat-
ing sustainable livelihoods within 
the Free State community.
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PUBLIC INPUTS FOR 20TH MACUFE CELEBRATIONS

The Free State Department of 
Sport, Arts, Culture and Recrea-
tion invites members of the public 
to make submissions regarding 
the staging of the 20th edition of 
the Mangaung African Cultural 
Festival (MACUFE) which will 
be held in Mangaung during Oc-
tober 2017. The Department urges 
the public to submit their ideas, 
concepts, and recommendations 
on how to best celebrate this 
world-class cultural event. This 
year marks the 20th anniversary 
of MACUFE and the Department 
seeks to involve the general pub-
lic in its conceptualization and 
staging thus incorporating a vari-
ety of ideas and concepts from our 
people.

Since its inaugural staging in 
1997, MACUFE has showcased 
the best local and international 
African artists across various 
disciplines and provided qual-
ity professional service to its pa-
trons through an extensive and 

structured marketing campaign 
by utilizing established infrastruc-
ture and resources at its disposal. 
MACUFE has, over the years, dis-
tinguished itself from most popu-
lar festivals in South Africa which 
are focused on Eurocentric culture, 
paying scant regard to indigenous 
African culture.
Members of the public can make 
their written submissions at any 
public library in the Free State 
province or through the Depart-
ment’s official social media sites 
as stated below on or before 28 
April 2017:
Facebook: Free State Depart-
ment of Sport, Arts, Culture and 
Recreation
Twitter: @fssacr
In her 2017/18 Budget Vote Speech 
MEC Leeto said, “This year we will 
be celebrating the 20th Anniversa-
ry of MACUFE. The Department 
has already started with consulta-
tions with different stakeholders as 
to how best we can celebrate the 
20th Anniversary of MACUFE. 
We invite the public to make sug-

gestions by means of the Depart-
mental social media platforms and 
through suggestion boxes made 
available in all the libraries across 
the province. The socio-economic 
impact assessment conducted by 
the Centre for Development Sup-
port of the University of the Free 
State in 2015 leaves no doubt that 
the Mangaung African Cultural 
Festival (MACUFE) is an impor-
tant tool in boosting the local econ-
omy in Mangaung. 

According to the study, MACUFE 
generates approximately R91 mil-
lion in visitor expenditure in Blo-
emfontein. ‘If one includes ex-
penditure by locals, a total of R150 
million is spent by those attending 
MACUFE. The festival attracts ap-
proximately 18 000 visitors from 
outside Mangaung to the city.’ 
This assessment highlights the 
great achievement of this provin-
cial flagship programme.”
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SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO NICK DURANDT

MY STAGE MY WORLD AT THE THOUGHTS LOUNGE

Tributes from South Africans 
and the international boxing fra-
ternity as a whole have been pour-
ing in since the departure of the 
legendary boxing trainer Nick Du-
randt who tragically passed on in 
a motorbike accident near Bethle-
hem and Clarens in the Free State 
on 21 April 2017. The Free State 
MEC for Sport, Arts, Culture and 
Recreation Mrs Mathabo Leeto 
also took a moment to send her 
heartfelt condolences on behalf of 
the Department to Durandt’s fam-

ily, friends, fans, and colleagues. 
During his lifetime Durandt pro-
duced world champions, South 
African champions and boasted 
the biggest boxing stable in South 
Africa. He produced 95 South Af-
rican champions in all 17 weight 
divisions, 38 world champions 
and 27 international champions 
through the WBC, WBA, IBF, 
WBO, WBF, and IBO organisa-
tions.
Boxers such as Tommy Brooks, 
George Benton, Lou Duva, Al-

ton Merkerson, Pernell Whitaker, 
Roy Jones Jr, Evenader Hoyfield 
are among the long list of inter-
national champions who came 
through the training of the late 
Durandt.
Locally, Durandt trained boxers 
such as Thulani Malinga – a three 
time South African and world 
champion, Cassius Baloyi, Si-
lence Mabuza, Issac Hlatshwayo, 
Philip Ndou, Jacob Mofokeng, 
Jeffrey Mathebula, Malcolm 
Klassen, Siphiwe Nonqayi, Hawk 
Makepula, Moruti Mthalane and 
Zolani Tete 
Speaking about this boxing leg-
end MEC Leeto said, “Nick Du-
randt has passed on at a time 
when South African boxing is 
being resuscitated as a sport code 
that is loved dearly by millions of 
South Africans. He has undoubt-
edly made a huge contribution to 
the rich history and heritage that 
the South African Boxing is re-
nowned for. May his soul rest in 
peace.”

The Free State Department of 
Sport, Arts, Culture and Rec-
reation in partnership with The 
Thoughts Lounge in Mangaung 
presented the 2017 My Stage My 
World Program where local artists 
were provided with the platform 
to showcase their skills using the 
departmental truck which boasts 
state-of-the-art equipment fit for 
professional performances. This 
programme will henceforth be 
rolled out to areas such as Allan-

ridge, Wesselsbron, Trompsburg, 
and other Free State towns. The 
Department has set aside a budget 
dedicated to promote artists in 
disadvantaged communities. This 
is set to be an annual programme 
moving forward.


