
South Africa commemorates Women’s Month in August as a tribute 
to the women who marched to the Union Buildings on 9 August 1956 
in protest against the extension of Pass Laws to women. This year we 
are marking National Women’s Day (and Women’s Month) under the 
theme;
“The Year of OR Tambo: Women United in Moving South Africa For-
ward”
The historic march in 1956 was a turning point in the role of women in 
the struggle for freedom and society at large. Since that eventful day, 
women from all walks of life became equal partners in the struggle for 
a non-racial and non-sexist South Africa. It is for this reason that we 

must never underestimate the power of women, and celebrate the diversity that South Africa is blessed 
with. Women play the role of educator, foundation of the nation, liberator as well as the corner stone 
on which society is built.
Our society has, over the years, transformed but patriarchy and gender inequalities are still found in 
sport and in the arts. As government, we will continue to work with and support those who have taken 
the plight of women to heart. We will also seek to change this by being leaders of social change and 
by joining hands with those who share our objective of women emancipation in sport and in the arts.

Regards

Mrs N.S Leeto
MEC: Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation

7- 11 August 2017

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER



VAN NIEKERK WINS 400M RACE AT IAAF WORLD CHAMPS
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The The Free State MEC for 
Sport, Arts, Culture and Recrea-
tion Mrs. Mathabo Leeto con-
gratulated Wayde van Niekerk for 
winning gold medal for the men’s 
400m race at the 2017 IAAF World 
Championships held in London 
from 04 – 13 August 2017. Wayde 

van Niekerk stormed to the first 
part of his potential golden dou-
ble as he retained his world 400m 
title with a dominant display and 
finished the race at 43.98 seconds 
easing up a full 15 metres from the 
finish line. 
Van Niekerk is also a South Afri-

can Olympic Gold medalist having 
won the men’s 400m race at the 
2016 Rio Olympics and a world 
record holder. He recently won 
the 300m race at the 2017 Golden 
Spike in Ostrava, Czech Republic 
as he stopped the clock at 30.81 
seconds.



NCRW RADIO WEEK LAUNCHED
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The second edition of the Na-
tional Community Radio Week 
(NCRW) awards set to be held in 
February next year was launched 
in grand style at the Naval Hill in 

Mangaung. Attended by govern-
ment officials, station managers 
and the entire radio fraternity, the 
NCRW funded by the Free State 
Provincial Government seeks to 
celebrate the work of community 

radio stations throughout South 
Africa. Entries opened on Monday 
for a wide range of skills, talents, 
and creativity across the sector of 
radio.



DSACR CELEBRATES WOMEN’S MONTH
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The 2017 National Women’s Month celebrations pay tribute to women and their role in the liberation 
struggle. This year’s celebration coincides with the centenary of struggle icon OR Tambo.
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