
At its launch held on 17 April 1954 in Johannesburg, the Federation of South 
African Women (FEDSAW) adopted a Women’s Charter which advocated for 
all South African women to join the struggle against poverty, race and class 
discrimination. FEDSAW realised that the noble struggle against injustice and 
racial discrimination was not only a war that had to be waged by men alone, 
women too had a critical role to play. During the month of August, we ought 
to pay homage to those progressive women who declared their solidary to the 
struggle through the Women’s Charter and stated that, “We women have stood 
and will stand shoulder to shoulder with our menfolk in a common struggle 
against poverty, race and class discrimination”.
There were close to 150 delegates representing 230 500 women at the FED-
SAW inaugural conference and they came from all over South Africa and 

from a wide cross-section of women of all colours, although mainly Black. They were drawn mostly from 
the Congress Alliance which was made up of the African National Congress, South African Indian Congress, 
South African Congress of Democrats, South African Coloured People’s Organisation and trade unions which 
left the Trade Union Congress of South Africa and formed the South African Congress of Trade Unions in 
1955.
A draft constitution was drawn up stating the aims and objectives of the Federation as being “To bring the 
women of South Africa together, to secure full equality of opportunity for all women, regardless of race, col-
our or creed; to remove social and legal and economic disabilities; to work for the protection of the women 
and children of our land”. These struggles must continue to be fought with relentless resilience to ensure that 
all South African women enjoy the freedom and protection alluded in our Constitution. Moreover, we must 
protect the gains we’ve achieved since 1994.

Regards

Mrs N.S Leeto
MEC: Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation

31 Jul- 1 Augt 2017

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER



BASOTHO NEW YEAR CELEBRATED IN KGOLOKOENG
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On 05 August 2017 the Free 
State Department of Sport, Arts, 
Culture and Recreation in collabo-
ration with the Free State House 
of Traditional Leaders celebrated 
the Basotho New Year in Kgolokoeng 
near Harrismith. Various activi-
ties were undertaken as part of the 
programme of the day such as the 
Traditional healers’ ceremony; 
Traditional Sesotho Prayer; Tra-
ditional Sesotho Music (Famo and 
mohobelo); demonstration and 
drama on ancient Sesotho cultural 
practices and symbolic presenta-
tion of African New Year concept. 
In his message, the local chief of 
Kholokoe Morena Paulus Moloi, 
appealed to the department to stage 
competitions on traditions in the 
community in order to continue to 
educate young people about their 
cultural history.



NATIONAL CHOIR FESTIVAL REGIONALS HELD IN MANGAUNG
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The Old Mutual National Choir 
Festival provincial knock-outs 
were staged on 05 August 2017 
at the Sand Du Plessis Theatre in 
Mangaung. This choral festival is 
an annual program and 13 choirs 
from across the province took part 
this year. The Old Mutual National 
Choir Festival provincial knock-
outs took place at a time when the 
Free State MEC for Sport, Arts, 
Culture and Recreation Mrs N.S. 
Leeto has made a commitment on 
behalf of the department that we 
will support choral music and its 
development throughout the Free 
State Province and prioritize the 
revival of choral music in the prov-
ince.
WINNERS:
LARGE SECTION:
1) Free State Choristers R50 000    
    (Also overall winners)
2) Belcanto Voices R35 000
3) Serumula Choir R30 000

STANDARD SECTION:
1) Thabong Chorus R30 000
2) Ben Marcato R25 000
3) Marvelous Chorus R20 000

Other choirs that competed in this 
section are: Nyakallong choir, 
DSACR choir, Rearabetswe choir, 
Thabong Chorus, Free State SAPS 
choir, Kutlwanong Serenade choir, 
UFS choir, and Motheo TVET 
choir.
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BOXING TOURNAMENT HITS WELKOM

TSHEGOFATSO MABASO NAMED IN BAFANA SQUAD

The Free State Department of 
Sport, Arts, Culture and Recrea-
tion in partnership with Skylon 
Promotions presented the Freezing 
Point Boxing Tournament on 28 
July 2017 in Welkom. This box-
ing tournament was one of many 
steps that the Department is taking 
to ensure that Boxing is revived 
in our province and it also played 
a critical role to ensure that Free 
State boxers get the exposure they 
deserve.
“We welcome the re-introduction 
of boxing through The Freezing 
Point Boxing Tournament as well 
as other boxing programmes in the 
province. This tournament will as-
sist us in sustaining the momentum 
on boxing in our province. The 
rich history and heritage that box-
ing has in our country must be pre-
served and promoted” said MEC 
Mathabo Leeto.

Bafana Bafana head coach Stuart 
Baxter has named a 25-man squad 
to face Zambia in the 2018 African 
Nations Championship (CHAN) 
qualifiers and Tshegofatso Ma-
baso from Bloemfontein Celtic 
has been named as a new face to 
the national squad. The Free State 

MEC for Sport, Arts, Culture and 
Recreation Me Mathabo Leeto 
would therefore like to take this 
opportunity to congratulate Ma-
baso on this sterling achievement. 
Mabaso is a 20 year old midfielder 
from Mangaung who has previous-
ly captained Grey College’s soccer 
team and has also played for lo-
cal clubs such as Young Tigers FC 
from 2010 – 2011 as well as Brazil 
FC from 2011 – 2012.
Congratulating Mabaso on his call-
up Free State MEC for Sport, Arts, 
Culture and Recreation Me Math-

abo Leeto said, “In our 2017/18 
Budget Vote we made a commit-
ment as a department that we will 
support Free State Stars and Blo-
emfontein Celtic with an amount 
of R2 million each to promote 
professional football teams in the 
province. This support given to 
professional clubs in the province 
has gone a long way in enhancing 
the level of professional football in 
the province. Mabaso’s call-up to 
Bafana Bafana is a testament that 
indeed our efforts are yielding re-
sults and we wish him all the best”
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FREE STATE SPORT CONFEDERATION NEWS

THE FOLLOWING BOXERS HAVE BEEN SELECTED TO REPRESENT FREE STATE IN THE 
NATIONAL BOXING LEAGUE:
Males:
• T.  Nkosi  Bethlehem  – Thabo Mofutsanyana
• M. Lekale  Welkom  – Lejweleputswa
• M. Lekaota,   Senekal  – Thabo Mofutsanyana
• M. Phalole,  Botshabelo  – Mangaung Metro
• M.Malinga,  Bloemfontein  – Mangaung Metro
• J.Lekoro,   Botshabelo  – Mangaung Metro
• X.Xaluva,   Welkom  – Lejweleputswa
• B. Van rensburg, Bloemfontein  – Mangaung Metro

Females:
• C.Manyanisa,  Welkom  – Lejweleputswa
• S.Nokhona, Welkom - Lejweleputswa
• P.Manyane,  Senekal -Thabo Mofutsanyane
• N Genge   – Eastern Cape
• M.Mbongoshe   - Eastern Cape
• B.Mnyungula   - Eastern Cape

Coaches:
M. Hlasoa  – Lejweleputswa
T. Mofokeng – Thabo Mofutsanyana
H. Mthiyane  – Lejweleputswa
Free State Vipers as they will be known in this league, will box from the Red Corner. All the matches will be 
televised live on SABC.

SA Boxing National Championships:
• Free State managed to send 5 Elite boxers who are in FS Academy to the National Championships 
that were held in East London – Eastern Cape 18-23 July 2017.
• Free State brought back 1 silver and 2 bronze.
• Fusi Hlasoa and 2 other coaches undergone another International training AIBA 2 Star coaches 
course for 8 days, just awaiting the results.

Cue Sport
• Two (2) Free State ladies, Patricia Ontong and Juane David have been selected to participate in the 
2017 SA Ladies Snooker Championships in Benoni, Gauteng on 09 – 13 August 2017

Women in Sport
The Treasurer of the FSSC, Ms. Vicky Ramela has been appointed in the Commission of Women in Sport at 
SASCOC. She will serve in this Commission for the Olympic cycle.


