
At its recently held 5th National Policy Conference, the African National 

Congress made an important observation on what has been dubbed the 4th 

Industrial Revolution. The commission on Communications and The Battle of 

Ideas noted that, “Technological developments have now made possible ma-

chine-to-machine (M2M) communications, robots and autonomous systems 

able to operate with or without human interventions in all spheres of human 

activity. The 4th Industrial Revolution is a focus of attention, as it contains 

within it possibilities of disrupting current economic and social structures pro-

foundly over the next 20 to 50 years. The task for South Africa is to plan ef-

fectively, position itself optimally and engage proactively with these rapidly 

evolving technologies. We have within our means the capability to harness 

the potential of these technological capacities to improve the lives of South Africans, and overall mitigate the 

negative side effects of disruption and change”

These developments should propel us as government to strategically adapt to new ways of communicating and 

reaching out to our people using latest technologies. We bear the mammoth task of effectively communicat-

ing our plans and achievements as government to the people. Our communication as a department has to be 

prompt, effective, and consistent so that our people know exactly what their government is doing. It is for this 

reason that our department has maintained a strong presence on social and digital media without neglecting the 

important utilisation of our traditional media. We continue to use these platforms to their maximum in order 

to be in touch with our people and to keep democracy alive.

Regards

Mrs N.S Leeto
MEC: Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation
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DSACR EXHIBITION AT NATIONAL ARTS FESTIVAL
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The Free State Department of 
Sport, Arts, Culture and Recrea-
tion through its Museum Services 
staged an exhibition stall at the 
National Arts Festival in Graham-
stown, Eastern Cape. This exhibi-
tion stall consisted of literature, 
artworks, and crafts by Free State 
authors and artists. It continues to 
attract audiences from a diverse 
linguistic and cultural background 
at the National Arts Festival from 
across South Africa and the world 
because of its uniqueness. The 
2017 National Arts Festival was 
held from 29 June – 9 July 2017 in 
Grahamstown, Eastern Cape.
The Department supported Free 
State authors, crafters, and artists 
to the National Festival in order 
to give them exposure to new au-
diences and gain new insights. 
Besides sharing information with 
the viewers at the exhibition, the 
Department also engaged them in 
various activities such as Sesotho 
Literature Museum (SLM) Speed 
Reading session (Readerthon), 
with people picking up books ran-
domly and reading fluently with-
out huffs and puffs. The longest 
standing reader without glitches 
becomes the winner.



LITERATURE FESTIVAL AT NALN

TERMINOLOGY WORKSHOP HELD 
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The National Afrikaans Liter-
ary Museum and Research Centre 
(NALN) will proudly present five 
productions in partnership with the 
Vrystaat Arts Festival, Theo Kemp 
(Programme manager), and Alma 
Struwig (Exclusive Books). The 
Vrystaat Arts Festival is an annual 
event that showcases some of the 
best art works of various South 
African and international artists, 
literary practitioners, storytellers, 
and authors.
This event will take place as fol-
lows:
DATE:17 - 21 July 2017
TIME: 18:00.  
ENTRY: R20 at Computicket 
(Glass of wine included)
VENUE: NALN auditorium 
(Corner of President Brand & 
Miriam Makeba Streets)

Language Services through 
its Terminology Development 
Unit held a workshop on the 
26 June.  The aim of the work-
shop was to develop Sesotho 
terminology for terms that are 
often used in the Free State 
Provincial Legislature. Lan-
guage stakeholders that attend-
ed the workshop included the 
Pan South African Language 
Board, SABC Lesedi FM, the 
University of the Free State 
Sesiu Lexicographic Unit, the 
Free State Legislature Hansard 
section and other language 
stakeholders. The workshop 
developed over 200 Sesotho 
terms on that day. 
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FSSSI ATHLETES TO REPRESENT SA AT 2017 COMMONWEALTH 
YOUTH GAMES

The Free State Sport Science In-
stitute (FSSSI) has once more pro-
duced athletes that will form part 
of the South African to participate 
at the Bahamas 2017 Common-
wealth Youth Games in Nassau 
from 19 – 23 July 2017. The Com-
monwealth Youth Games are held 
every four years and Team South 
Africa was placed second in 2015 
with a total of 35 medals. The 
team will have representation in 
six of the nine sporting codes be-
ing showcased on the Caribbean 
Island. The six codes are Athletics, 

Beach Volleyball, Boxing, Judo, 
Swimming and Tennis. 
FSSSI athletes that will represent 
South Africa at the Bahamas 2017 
Commonwealth Youth Games are 
as follows: Mosa Thetsane, Coach 
Preston Davids, Mpho Tladi, Wilco 
Nienaber, Chante van Zyl, Gizelle 
Naude and Linge Steenkamp, 
Wayde van Niekerk, Dineo 
Mokhosoa, Louzanne Coetzee 
and her guide Khothatso Mokone, 
Vusi Sithole, Izane Louw, Maryka 
Holtzhausen, Khanyisa Chawane, 
Karla Mostert, and Tanya Mostert.

FROM CLEANER TO INTERPRETER

DSACR employee – Me Buy-
iswa Machine – who is em-
ployed as a cleaner in the 
Communication and IT Di-
rectorate formed part of the 
department’s delegation to 
the2017  National Arts Festi-
val held from 29 June – 9 July 
2017 in Grahamstown, East-
ern Cape where she assisted 
as a translator and interpreter. 
Me Machine is fluent in vari-
ous South African languages 

including IsiXhosa, IsiZulu, 
Sesotho, and English. Upon 
recognising her sterling con-
tribution, the Department has 
committed to assist her in 
furthering her studies by pur-
suing a degree or diploma in 
Language Practice and Media 
Studies. Me Machine intends 
to enrol with the Central Uni-
versity of Technology, Free 
State in 2018.


