
In recent weeks, our country has learnt with absolute shock 
and disgust about the horrible abductions and killings of young 
South African women. These events that have transpired in 
our national discourse have exposed the level of abuse that 
South African women continue to experience, especially at the 
hands of their spouses and intimate partners. It has now be-
come apparent that government needs to join hands with civic 
organisations, faith-based organisations, the business sector, 
and all our people to combat the scourge of women abuse in 
our country.

 The Department of Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation strongly condemns the abuse of 
women as this poses a serious threat to our vision of transforming society and fostering 
social cohesion. The abuse of women is a cowardice practice that must be rejected and 
thwarted by all South Africans, especially men. Initiatives led by men to combat women 
abuse must be supported and welcomed. We ought to challenge all South African men 
to raise their voice and say, “Not In My Name!”
Let us break the silence and stop women abuse now because when you strike a woman, 
you strike a rock!  

Happy Africa Month!

Regards
Mrs N.S Leeto
MEC: Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation

22 - 26 May 2017

1. PRINCIPAL’S CORNER:



MEC LEETO LEADS PRAYER AGAINST WOMEN ABUSE
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On 22 May 2017, Free State 
Acting-Premier and MEC for 
Sport, Arts, Culture and Recrea-
tion Me Mathabo Leeto together 
with other members of the Execu-
tive Council led scores of commu-
nity members to the Ferdie Meyer 
hall in Welkom for a prayer session 
in response to the recent abduc-
tions and killings of South African 
women. Wearing black and red 
and with candles hoisted, both men 
and women in attendance strongly 
condemned the abuse of women 
through prayer.



LANGUAGE BILL PASSED

Pg 3

The Use of Free State Official 
Languages Act, Act 1 of 2017, has 
been passed by the Free State Leg-
islature. Premier Ace Magashule 
has proclaimed that the Act will 
commence on 1 June 2017. This 
Act has a direct bearing on the 
Free State Department of Sport, 
Arts, Culture and Recreation as 
a custodian of language services 
in the province and compels the 
MEC to report to the Legislature 
on how other Free State Provincial 
Government departments are com-
plying. 



NETBALL LEAGUE HELD IN MANGAUNG

Pg 4

The city of Mangaung is the 
proud hosts of the Brutal Fruit 
Netball Premier League which is 
scheduled to take place from 26 
May – 11 June 2017 at the Man-
gaung Indoor Centre. The Free 
State Crinums are the defend-
ing champions hence they were 
crowned winners last year. Com-
menting about the staging of this 
tournament in the Free State, MEC 
Leeto said, “The people of Free 
State province are renowned for 
their patriotism and enthusiasm 
for sport. We are a province that is 
truly united through sport and our 
young people are at the forefront 
of sport participation and develop-
ment across all sport codes. Sport 
has proven to be an instrumental 
tool that can be utilized to nature, 
develop, and unite the youth of our 
beautiful province.”



FSPG HOSTS DIGITAL WORKSHOP
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Government communicators 
from all provincial departments, 
municipalities, and state agencies 
gathered at the Bloemfontein Mili-
tary Museum from 25 may till 26 
May 2017 for a Digital Workshop 
hosted by the Free State Provincial 
Government. The workshop was 
facilitated by industry experts on 
social media and digital commu-
nication. Participants were taught 
about the power of social and dig-
ital media in reaching communi-
ties and communicating govern-
ment programmes effectively.


