
Hundred years ago a gentle colossus of our struggle, Oliver Reginald Kai-

zana Tambo, was born. A cattle herder who became a teacher, lawyer and 

President of the African National Congress (ANC), OR Tambo espoused the 

values of human dignity, solidarity and freedom for the oppressed. Tambo’s 

involvement and commitment to the Struggle became clearer when he became 

Secretary-General in 1954 and Deputy President of the ANC in 1957. In 1960, 

following the Sharpeville Massacre, and an earlier ban by the apartheid gov-

ernment, he left the country on a primary mission to seek international support 

and solidarity for the South African liberation movement. He was President 

of the ANC from 1967 to 1991. In the three decades that followed, Tambo ral-

lied the global community against the apartheid state and spearheaded inter-

national sanctions to bring about change. With other leaders incarcerated in Robben Island while others were 

scattered all over the world, he became the embodiment of values and ethos of our revolution. 

Tambo was the glue that held our movement together for over 30 years and effectively maintained cohesion 

within the movement at the most difficult of times. He exuded immense dignity, discipline and compassion. 

During his school days, comrade O.R Tambo was a good cricketer and football player, and also acquired a 

reputation as an athlete. He also established his ability as a stick fighter, a game that has come to be one of 

our indigenous games referred to as iintonga. As we celebrate the centenary of this stalwart our young people 

should be rallied around the commitment he had to sport and his discipline nurtured by his involvement in 

sport and recreation. Sport and recreation is indeed at the centre of human development and the shaping of 

individual character, social cohesion and nation building.

Regards

Mrs N.S Leeto
MEC: Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation

21-25 Augt 2017
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MEC LEETO SPEAKS TO SMEs AT NCRW BREAKFAST DISCUSSION

OR TAMBO HONORED THROUGH PUBLIC SPEAKING
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The National Community Radio 
Week Breakfast Discussion with 
MEC’s and SMEs took place on 
24 August 2017 under the hash tag 
#ItStartsWithYou. Free State De-
partments reported on what they 
are doing to empower Free State 
SMEs through tender processes, 
sub-contracting, procurement etc. 
MEC Leeto also called on the 
youth and women to take advan-
tage of the vast opportunities that 
are created through sport and cul-
tural tourism in the Free State.
“As the Department of Sport, 
Arts, Culture and Recreation our 
involvement with the advance-
ment of Radical Socio-Economic 
Empowerment and promotion of 
SMEs cuts across the three Service 
Delivery programmes which are 
Arts and Culture, Library and Ar-
chives Services, as well as Sport 
and Recreation. We must therefore 
see artists as entrepreneurs and in-
dustrialists in their own right given 
their involvement in what is called 
creative industries” said MEC 
Leeto.

On 25 August 2017 The Free 
State Department of Sport, Arts, 
Culture and Recreation through 
the Free State provincial museums 
services hosted a Public Speaking 
competition ahead of Casual Day 
under the theme “OR Tambo Cen-
tenary: Social Integration Through 



DLALA MANTOMBAZANA TOURNAMENT HOSTED
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People with Disabilities in Reali-
zation of an Inclusive Society.”
The event took place at the Old 
Presidency Museum in Man-
gaung and it was attended by par-
ticipants from Bartemia Special 
School, Pholoho Special School, 
Tswellang Special School, CUT 
disability structure, and the repre-
sentatives for people with disabili-
ties in the community. The winners 
of the public speaking competition 
were as follows:
1. Sello Diphoko (Bartemia Spe-
cial School)
2. Ntefeng Ledimo (Tswellang 
Special School)
3. Thandani Mosebetsi (Bar-
temia Special School)

On 26 August 2017 the Free State 
Department of Sport, Arts, Culture 
and Recreation in partnership with 
the Free State Department of Edu-
cation hosted the Dlala Mantom-
bazana Girls Tournament at the 
Phuthaditjhaba Stadium in Qwaqwa 

from 08H00. The Dlala Mantom-
bazana Girls Tournament coincided 
with the National Women’s Month 
and was dedicated to the emancipa-
tion of young women in sport. This 
tournament also addressed the par-
ticipation of young women in sport 

and a total number of 600 young 
women participated in this tourna-
ment. Participants took part in 3 
sport codes namely; Chess, Gym-
nastics, and Drum Majorettes. 
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PRINCE KAYBE AND BA2CADA WIN AWARDS

The Free State MEC for Sport, 
Arts, Culture and Recreation Me 
Mathabo Leeto congratulated both 
Kabelo Motsamai (Prince Kaybee) 
and Nyakallo Leine (Ba2Cada) for 
winning the Song of The Year and 
Best Radio Personality awards re-
spectively at the inaugural DSTV 
Mzansi Magic Viewers’ Choice 
Awards held on 26 August 2017 
were more than 1 million viewers 

voted. These prestigious awards 
were aimed at celebrating and hon-
oring local talent across the spec-
trum in acting, music, sport, radio 
and more. MEC Leeto also wishes 
to extend her gratitude to the people 
of the Free State province for their 
unwavering support to our artists.
“These Free State artists have once 
more affirmed our view that the 
Free State Province is the cradle of 

talent. As a province we continue 
to produce artists that are the best 
talented individuals in the country. 
We are the home of champions and 
through these Free State artists we 
are confident that our province will 
continue to produce more talent to 
contribute towards the sustainable 
economic growth, nation building, 
and social and human capital devel-
opment” said MEC Leeto.


