
As a nation and as a society, we find ourselves living in an 
era where femicide and the abuse of women continue to exist 
unabated. It is therefore apparent that we all need to act swiftly 
against this negative subculture that has eroded our morality 
as a people.  Presently, the country is experiencing an alarming 
number of women and children murders. This barbarism has 
sent shock waves among our people.  Public protest marches 
are indicative of the shock and anger that has erupted in our 
communities across race and colour, young and old, men and 
women.
In constructing a truly transformed and cohesive society, we 

must remain steadfast in our mission to foster social cohesion and defeat all social ills 
that pose a threat to this vision. It is from this perspective that government, the youth, 
business, labour, cultural and religious formations, political parties and civil society 
ought to come together to discuss national plans to strengthen social cohesion in the 
country.
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1. PRINCIPAL’S CORNER:



SESOTHO LITERARY MUSEUM HOSTS DIALOGUE

“ELECTION DAY” BOOK LAUNCHED
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The Free State Department of 
Sport, Arts, Culture and Recrea-
tion, through its Sesotho Literature 
Museum (SLM), hosted SLM in 
Dialogue 8 in a consultative work-
shop format on 23 June 2017 at 
Mmabana Theatre, Thaba Nchu. 
The theme for this 8th dialogue 
was: “Bongodi ba Sesotho kajeno 
(Sesotho Literature today)”. 
This consultative workshop ben-
efited writers to write from an in-
formed, researched point of view, 
thereby using appropriate Sesotho 
language, and how the quality of 
writing in the past can positively 
influence, their current writings.

As part of its Youth Month cel-
ebrations, the National Library of 
South Africa (NLSA) in partner-
ship with the Free State Depart-
ment of Sport, Arts, Culture and 
Recreation hosted a Book Launch 
on 23 June 2017 at Library Serv-
ices Building, Willem Possman. 
Samuel Mphuthi, author of the 
book “Election Day” along with 
other esteemed authors graced the 
occasion. The event was supported 
by the Free State Writers’ Forum, 
Bloemfontein Writers’ Associa-
tion, Metjoding Writers’ Associa-
tion, as well as Lesiba Writers’ As-
sociation.  



MEC LEETO LAUNCHED SPORT SCIENCE FITNESS PROGRAMME
FOR SCHOOLS
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On 22 June 2017, the Free State 
MEC for Sport, Arts, Culture and 
Recreation Me Mathabo Leeto 
launched the Sport Science Fit-
ness Programme which has been 
developed to train sport practi-
tioners (coaches and teachers) that 
are responsible for preparing their 
athletes and teams for competi-
tions to ensure that they are well 
conditioned, properly managed, 
and ready for the demands placed 
on the team during tournaments, 
leagues or games. The event took 
place at Goble Park Stadium in 
Bethlehem.
MEC Leeto also handed over sport 
equipment to various schools such 
as Harrismith Secondary School 
(Harrismith), Tiisetsang Secondary 
School (Bethlehem), Kgolathuto 
Secondary School (Qwa Qwa), 
Tweeling Combined School 
(Tweeling), and Reitz Secondary 
School (Reitz). Each School also 
received Speed & Agility ladders, 
Agility cones, Agility poles with 
foot pieces, Skipping ropes, Phys-
io balls, Medicine balls, Sandbells, 
Kettlebells, Foam rollers, Aerobic 
mats, Stopwatches, Measuring 
tape, Training Manuals, DVD’s, 
Bleep and YoYo CD’s.


