
The road to democracy in South Africa was motivated by centuries of 
racial and economic disparities which saw many of our people sacrific-
ing their own lives in the fight against apartheid and for the good and 
benefit of all. Consequently, today South Africa is a new society built on 
the foundations of freedom, prosperity and democracy. 
Out of this important episode in our history, a new South Africa was 
born. The harsh laws that governed our country under apartheid were 
subsequently replaced by those that recognised human dignity and pro-
mote constitutional democracy. After years of oppression and resistance, 
our country had suddenly become a beacon of hope and democracy for 
the world.
I’m deliberately mentioning all these to remind ourselves of the sacrific-
es made by those who came before us and to urge all of us to constantly 
guard the gains of our freedom with vigilance that is coupled with a 

sense of national patriotism. The democracy we enjoy today came at a high cost. Some like former 
President Mandela spent years behind bars as political prisoners while others like Steve Biko, Sipho 
Mutsi, and Vuyo Charles paid the ultimate price of death. Let us also have the vigour of Tisha Vanga, 
Zuka Baloyi and Ndoyisile Xhamfu.
Like these martyrs I’ve mentioned, we too shall be resilient and soldier on until the majority of our 
people are uplifted from poverty and all other social ills through a radical economic transformation 
agenda. Of chief importance, we shall soldier on to ensure that we champion our objective of foster-
ing social cohesion in our society. We should undoubtedly resist any attempt or delinquent sub-culture 
that seeks to reverse the advances that the new dispensation has made. Indeed South Africa is now far 
better than what it used to be under apartheid though the process of social reconciliation and recon-
struction is far from completion.

Regards

Mrs N.S Leeto
MEC: Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation
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EASTER CELEBRATED THROUGH SPORT, ARTS, CULTURE & RECREATION
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The Free State Department of 
Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation 
supported various programmes that 
were staged over the Easter holi-
days which were meant to deepen 
and promote sport, arts, culture 
and recreation in our communities 
throughout the province. Through 
the “My Stage My World” pro-
gramme the Department supported 
the Multicultural Music Extrava-
ganza which was hosted at the 
Phumlani Pub in Mangaung on 15 
April 2017.
This programme will still be rolled 
out in all 5 districts of the Free 
State province during this month. It 
is aimed at celebrating our diverse 
cultures through music whilst pro-
viding a platform for our local 
artists and DJs. Among the many 
local artists and DJs who gained 
exposure through this programme 

were; DJ Yaya (Motheo FM), DJ 
Kurbin  Blow (Motheo FM), Lfoza 
(CUT FM), Skuzabel (Lesedi FM), 
Les DJ as well as guest artists such 
as Nonkosi, Walaza Band, and 
Drywater.
To realise the Budget injunction as 
stipulated in the 2017/18 Budget 
Vote that, “As part of Community 
Sport in 2017/18 we will intro-
duce recreational games with an 
objective of involving young peo-
ple in recreational sport activities 
during holidays” the Department 
also formed part of various sport-
ing events over the Easter holi-
days such as the Phuthaditjhaba 
Football Tournament, The Amon 
Nteo Football, Netball, Bodybuild-
ing, and Music Festival, Jacobsdal 
Easter Festival, Koffiefontein Soc-
cer and Netball Coaching Clinics, 
Itumeleng Modise Easter Tour-
nament in Welkom, Hennenman 

Sport Night, and the Qalabotjha 
Easter Tournament.
“There is growing interest in the 
potential of the cultural and crea-
tive industries to drive sustainable 
development and create inclusive 
job opportunities. An indication 
of this is a recent set of UNESCO 
guidelines on how to measure and 
compile statistics about the eco-
nomic contribution of the cultural 
industries. This reaffirms the fact 
that there is a need to provide more 
resources to Arts and Culture pro-
grammes. Through the Arts and 
Culture programme we continue to 
pursue the mandate entrusted upon 
us by the National Development 
Plan (NDP) Vision 2030: ‘Trans-
forming Society and Uniting the 
Country’ and to ensure the realisa-
tion of Social Cohesion and Nation 
Building in our communities” said 
MEC Mathabo Leeto. 
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MEC LEETO EMBARKS ON OPERATION HLASELA

The Free State MEC for Sport, 
Arts, Culture and Recreation Mrs 
Mathabo Leeto joined by depart-
mental officials and other officials 
from the Free State Provincial 
Government led a door to door visit 
in Verkeerdevlei on 18 April 2017 
as part of the Operation Hlasela 
service delivery programme. This 
followed the recent visit by the 
Department where Departmental 
officials embarked on an Opera-
tion Hlasela programme with the 
community of Verkeerdevlei on 12 
April 2017 at the Kaps Banyane 
Community Hall. 
MEC Leeto visited the Iketsetseng 
Early Childhood Development 
Centre and the Reitumetse Com-
bined School in Verkeerdevlei and 
engaged with educators on some 
of the challenges they continue to 
face. Among the list of challenges 
mentioned was access to techno-
logical facilities in both institu-
tions and in this regard MEC Leeto 
committed to liaise with other pro-
vincial departments in addressing 
this challenge and encouraged the 
community to temporarily utilize 

facilities that are available at the 
R12 million state-of-the-art Motati 
Public Library which the depart-
ment unveiled recently.
The Department will also look into 
ways on how to improve sport and 
cultural facilities in the area. Other 
issues that were discussed during 
the visit by MEC Leeto and depart-
mental officials related to the geo-
graphical renaming of some of the 
streets and the process of resolv-
ing this will be expedited through 
the legal framework and structures 
such as the Geographical Names 
Committee. 
“Transformation of our heritage 
landscape also relates to the Geo-
graphical Names Changes process. 
The Department embarks on Geo-
graphical Naming and Renaming 
process to ensure that our heritage 
landscape is transformed. Through 
Provincial Geographical Names 
Committee, we continue to trans-
form our heritage landscape in the 
province,” MEC Leeto said.
Operation Hlasela is a service de-
livery initiative of the Free State 
provincial government which was 

adopted shortly after Premier Ace 
Magashule took office in 2009 and 
it has since brought about multiple 
changes in the provision of gov-
ernment services since its launch. 
It is aimed at fast tracking service 
delivery to fight poverty and creat-
ing sustainable livelihoods within 
the Free State community.
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MEC LEETO MOTIVATES GR 12 LEARNERS IN ALLANRIDGE

The Free State MEC for Sport, 
Arts, Culture and Recreation Mrs. 
Mathabo Leeto hosted a Motiva-
tional Session for all Grade 12 
learners and educators in Nyakal-
long, Allanridge on 21 April 2017. 
This was a continuation of a long-
standing relationship that MEC 
Leeto has with all the schools of 
Nyakallong, Allanridge which 
has seen a drastic improvement of 
Grade 12 pass-rate at both Mosala 
and LA Wesi Secondary Schools. 
In 2016 MEC Leeto handed school 
uniforms over to all schools in 

Nyakallong, Allanridge and con-
tinues to provide support to local 
schools in various ways. MEC 
Leeto was accompanied by com-
munity leaders and departmental 
officials who all had an opportu-
nity to offer motivation and ex-
change ideas with both Grade 12 
learners and their educators.
“The children and the youth of our 
province have a constitutional right 
of access to basic education. We 
have been consistent in the provi-
sion of access to quality education 
as it forms the basis for an em-
powered and prosperous society. 

Our progress witnessed throughout 
the levels of the education system 
points to an improvement which 
reassures prosperity. The education 
of our children is a societal issue 
and it requires all of us as a society 
to have a role to play. Our support 
as parents, government, and edu-
cators is critical to ensure that we 
continue to produce learners with 
relevant skills and knowledge. Our 
schools should also inculcate a cul-
ture where school sport and cultur-
al activities are encouraged,” said 
MEC Mathabo Leeto.



Pg 5

PUBLIC INPUTS FOR 20TH MACUFE WELCOMED

The Free State Department of 
Sport, Arts, Culture and Recrea-
tion invites members of the public 
to make submissions regarding the 
staging of the 20th edition of the 
Mangaung African Cultural Festi-
val (MACUFE) which will be held 
in Mangaung during October 2017. 
The Department urges the public 
to submit their ideas, concepts, and 
recommendations on how to best 
celebrate this world-class cultural 
event. This year marks the 20th 
anniversary of MACUFE and the 
Department seeks to involve the 
general public in its conceptualiza-
tion and staging thus incorporat-
ing a variety of ideas and concepts 
from our people.

Since its inaugural staging in 1997, 
MACUFE has showcased the best 
local and international African art-
ists across various disciplines and 
provided quality professional serv-
ice to its patrons through an ex-
tensive and structured marketing 
campaign by utilizing established 

infrastructure and resources at its 
disposal. MACUFE has, over the 
years, distinguished itself from 
most popular festivals in South 
Africa which are focused on Eu-
rocentric culture, paying scant re-
gard to indigenous African culture.
Members of the public can make 
their written submissions at any 
public library in the Free State 
province or through the Depart-
ment’s official social media sites 
as stated below on or before 28 
April 2017:
Facebook: Free State Depart-
ment of Sport, Arts, Culture and 
Recreation
Twitter: @fssacr
In her 2017/18 Budget Vote Speech 
MEC Leeto said, “This year we will 
be celebrating the 20th Anniversa-
ry of MACUFE. The Department 
has already started with consulta-
tions with different stakeholders as 
to how best we can celebrate the 
20th Anniversary of MACUFE. 
We invite the public to make sug-
gestions by means of the Depart-
mental social media platforms and 

through suggestion boxes made 
available in all the libraries across 
the province. The socio-economic 
impact assessment conducted by 
the Centre for Development Sup-
port of the University of the Free 
State in 2015 leaves no doubt that 
the Mangaung African Cultural 
Festival (MACUFE) is an impor-
tant tool in boosting the local econ-
omy in Mangaung. 

According to the study, MACUFE 
generates approximately R91 mil-
lion in visitor expenditure in Blo-
emfontein. ‘If one includes ex-
penditure by locals, a total of R150 
million is spent by those attending 
MACUFE. The festival attracts ap-
proximately 18 000 visitors from 
outside Mangaung to the city.’ 
This assessment highlights the 
great achievement of this provin-
cial flagship programme.”


