
The Free State Department of Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation is 
thrilled to unveil this new weekly publication as way of improving our 
communication mechanisms. Mphatlalatsane: Naledi ya meso weekly 
edition will henceforth be a tool that SACR utilises to communicate and 
report effectively about the work we do as a department. The rebranding 
of our internal newsletter will furthermore ensure that as a department 
we communicate to our people in a less complicated manner and that we 
bridge any communication gap. 
As we begin the month of April 2017, let us remember that on 10 April 
1993 a revolutionary leader in the form of Chris Thembekile Hani was 
brutally assassinated by agents who were opposed to freedom and de-
mocracy in South Africa. Chris Hani was a selfless leader who, togeth-
er with many others, sacrificed their lives so that future generations of 
South Africa will not have to succumb to colonialism and apartheid. It 

remains important that narratives about our freedom fighters such as Chris Hani be unashamedly told 
and archived because so much is said about this part of our history but very little is written and ar-
chived. We must change this norm as a department charged with the responsibility of library services, 
language services, museums, and archives.

In our quest to reconstruct our country into a truly transformed society,
let us remain true to the vision and aspirations of revolutionary leaders
who came before us and be hard at work to promote social cohesion.
Lastly, let us all emulate the deeds of our forebears like Chris Hani -
that of constructing a non-racial, non-sexist, democratic and prosperous
South Africa and affirm that indeed South Africa belongs to all who live in it!

Regards

Mrs N.S Leeto
MEC: Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation

10-14 April 2017

1. PRINCIPAL’S CORNER:



MEC LEETO UNVEILS MOTATI PUBLIC LIBRARY

The Free State MEC for Sport, 
Arts, Culture and Recreation Me 
Mathabo Leeo officially opened 
the Motati Public Library in 
Tshepong, Verkeedevlei on 05 
April 2017. This multi-million 
rand facility will serve the com-
munity of Tshepong with the lat-
est form of technology and boasts 
state-of-the-art equipment such 
as reading section, reference sec-
tion, activity hall, study hall, toy 
library and a computer room.
The Motati Public Library was 
built at a cost of approximate-
ly R12 million. The project was 
funded from the Community Li-
brary Conditional Grant which is 

made available by the Department 
of Arts and Culture to provincial 
departments to transform and up-
grade public library services in 
the country. 
In her address MEC Leeto said, 
“Our libraries should help us to 
preserve and archive our own 
history using our own narrative. 
We need to encourage librar-
ies as spaces where information 
conveyed through new technolo-
gies can help to revolutionize and 
transform our people’s lives. We 
need to equip our libraries with 
the common foundational texts, 
that elaborate on our shared Af-
rican identity and how Africa can 
take its rightful place in the wider 

world, so that when our youth 
meet each other, they can engage 
with this common and rich body 
of knowledge even as they come 
from different places and a mul-
tiplicity of cultural expressions.”
The department of Sport, Arts, 
Culture and Recreation as custodi-
ans of library services in the prov-
ince has shown its commitment 
to education and the availability 
of resources to all communities. 
This commitment will continue 
to be displayed and other major 
projects are in the pipeline. Com-
munities are encouraged to utilize 
these facilities to their maximum 
and not to vandalize them. 
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DR PETRUS RANTLAI MOLEMELA HONORED

The Free State Department of 
Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation 
joined many South Africans and 
honoured of a progressive business 
and sport leader who, on the morn-
ing of the 26th March 2017 passed 
on. On this day our province and 
the entire country became much 
poorer hence he was a treasure to 
us all. Dr Rantlai Molemela joined 
many revolutionaries of his stat-
ure who have long departed such 
as Nelson Mandela, Oliver Tambo, 
Walter Sisulu and many others.
“On that sad morning a legend 
passed on and the bright morn-
ing retreated back into the dark 
night. As we stand here today the 
grounds of our province and coun-
try continues to shake the fall of 
this Baobab tree.  In this regard, 
we carry the burden of grief with 
you all,” said MEC Mathabo Leeto 
on behalf of the department. 
Since the inception of Bloemfon-
tein Celtics in 1969 he has been at 
its helm. He was a businessman of 
note involved in construction work 
and was the owner of the popular 
Molemela Hotel in the township of 
Managaung.  In 2001 he decided to 
sell the club to the former player, 
Jimmy Augousti, so that he can 
start having a well-deserved rest in 
his old age. At the time of his pass-
ing he was the Lifetime President 
of Bloemfontein Celtic Football 
Club and his umbilical cord con-
necting him to this club was never 
severed. At any given opportunity, 
health and fitness permitting, he 
was often seen attending their dif-
ferent games at different venues. 

Because of his dedication, disci-
pline, business acumen and com-
munity work he received an hon-
orary doctorate from the Central 
University of Technology, Free 
State. It is because of his solid and 
proud legacy that the Free State 
Provincial Government, with the 
intellectual and political foresight 
of Premier Ace Magashule, also 
found it befitting to rename the 
newly refurbished and state of the 
art stadium after him: Dr Rantlai 
Molemela stadium. When he cel-
ebrated his 80th birthday in April 
in 2013, the entire community of 
Mangaung, which he has been a 
formidable part of, was engulfed in 
joy and celebration. All these and 
other attributes speaks to a man 
who was selfless and passionate 
about his community.  
Many within our province and na-
tion have stood in perfect silence 
to pay their respects. We pay our 
respects to Dr Molemela precisely 
because he lived a life that was 
worth emulating. Today the foot-
ball club he led, Bloemfontein 
Celtic, has earned its place as a 
hallmark for the city of Mangaung 
and the entire Free State province. 
Some key Bloemfontein Celtic 
Honors worth mentioning include:

Mainstay Cup winners : 1985
SAA Sup 8 Cup winners: 2005
Telkom Charity Cup winners: 2007
First Division Inland Stream win-
ners: 2003–04
Telkom Knockout winners: 2012
Charity Showdown winners: 2014
Ironically, Dr Molemela never 
played soccer in his life; rather, 
he was a cyclist who joined Royal 
Rovers Cycling in his youth. He 
was introduced to Bloemfontein 
Celtic by his teacher, Rabaji. Dr 
Molemela’s legacy is that of a na-
tional treasure in our society who 
dedicated most of his life towards 
identifying and nurturing young 
talent and as an astute business 
person. Even posthumously, he re-
mains a key figure from which we 
can draw lessons on how to utilize 
sport to foster social cohesion and 
nation building. He passes on at a 
time when we are striving towards 
realizing these ideals as stipulated 
in the National Development Plan.
The people of the Free State shall 
forever be indebted to the Moleme-
la family especially because of the 
legacy left behind by Dr Moleme-
la. We pray that God gives you 
strength. May his soul find eternal 
peace! 



Pg 5



Pg 6

BOXING CHAMPS CROWNED IN BLOEMFONTEIN

Xaba Promotions and Events 
in Partnership with the Free State 
Government and South African 
Broadcasting Cooperation cele-
brated 100 years of O R Tambo’s 
life and times through a Box and 
Dine World Class Event 
Boxing fans in Mangaung were 
treated to exciting bouts on Fri-
day 7 April 2017 at the Dr Petrus 
Molemela indoor sport centre, as 
several vacant title fights were de-
cided. 

The fights were as follows:
Main Bout:
Welterweight vacant IBF Inter-
continental Title Fight over 12 
Rounds. Former South African 
Champion and current IBO World 
Champion Challenger, Tsiko Cruel 
Junior Mulovhedzi (SA) beat the 

challenger Dario Socci (Italy) via 
unanimous decision.
Main Supporting Bout:
Featherweight vacant IBF Africa 
Title Fight over 12 Rounds. Chal-
lenger Tello Dithebe (Kroonstad) 
beat the challenger Twalib Tuwa 
(Tanzania) via unanimous deci-
sion.
Featherweight IBF vacant Youth 
Title over 10 Rounds. Challenger 
Lerato Dlamini (Mangaung) beat 
the challenger, former IBF Junior 
Featherweight Youth Champion 
Sinethemba Bam (CT) via 7th 
round knock-out.
Miniflyweight Voluntary South 
African Title Defense over 12 
Rounds. The champion Sipha-
mandla Baleni (E.L) beat the chal-
lenger Thembani Okolo ( PE) via 
unanimous decision.

The remaining supporting bouts:
Flyweight bout between Ntlantla 
Ngamntwini, beating Motswake 
Moselesele via 5th round knock-
out and  a Bantam weight bout 
between Makazole Tete beating 
Cleutus Mbele via unanimous de-
cision.
Congratulating the boxers, MEC 
for Sport, Arts, Culture and Rec-
reation, Mrs. NS Leeto said, “We 
are immensely proud as the people 
of the Free State to have talented 
people and athletes amongst us 
that has the promotion of sport and 
talent at heart. As a department our 
first and foremost goal is always to 
develop and promote young talent 
that can perform in the internation-
al stage, and partnering in a world 
class boxing event is but one of the 
ways we will keep on supporting 
the sport in our province”
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OPERATION HLASELA PROGRAMME HELD IN VERKEERDEVLEI
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The Free State Department of 
Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation 
embarked on an Operation Hlasela 
programme with the community 
of Verkeerdevlei on 12 April 2017 
at the Kaps Banyane Community 
Hall. Departmental officials met 
with the local community and 
gave them audience as they raised 
issues and challenges that confront 
them. DSACR officials visited the 
community of Verkeervlei with 
the aim of engaging the public and 
strategizing together with them on 

how to improve service delivery in 
the area through public participa-
tion. The visit by DSACR officials 
was the first leg of a series of visits 
planned by the department hence 
the Free State MEC for Sport, 
Arts, Culture and Recreation Me 
Mathabo Leeto will also join gov-
ernment officials from other pro-
vincial departments and munici-
palities on 18 April 2017 who will 
jointly lead this initiative to tackle 
challenges that the community of 
Verkeerdevlei faces.

Among the many concerns that 
were raised at the meeting by the 
community were issues such as 
lack of sport facilities, art studios, 
and funding for local clubs. These 
concerns were noted by depart-
mental officials and will be tabled 
before the MEC and feedback will 
then be given. The community of 
Verkeerdevlei also conveyed grati-
tude for the R12 million state-of-
the-art public library that MEC 
Leeto officially opened on 05 April 
2017.


