
 
 

CHORAL COMPETITION LAUNCHED 

18 June 2012 

By Molefi Sompane 

BLOEMFONTEIN – Some of Free State’s finest choral voices are attempting to sing their way to 
stardom in this year’s version of the provincial Choral Music Competition. 

At least 40 choirs drawn from the sprawling province renowned for its ability to produce artistic talent 
have registered for the competition which was opened by the MEC of Sports, Arts, Culture and 
Recreation (SACR) Dan Kgothule has on Sunday, June 10. 

Kgothule said the competition underlined the department’s commitment to promoting the arts in the 
province. 

“Over the past months, the Department of Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation, has committed itself to 
uplifting choral music in the province,” he said. 

This pledge comes in the wake of the successful hosting of the Provincial Choral Music Festival and, 
the Provincial Choral Music Competitions at the end of last year. 

“The objective of promoting choral music in the province was further enhanced by our hosting of the 
Old Mutual Choral competition in December last year,” he said. 

He said choral music is one of the dominant features in the in the Free State Performing Arts 
environment. 

“We not only strive to be the custodian of Choral music as a fully-fledged art form which is historically 
important, but also want to use choral music as a tool to fulfill the communities’ desire to be morally 
uplifted,” he added. 

“Choral music in general is the cradle for all other music forms. Church choral music in particular is 
the cradle for the emergence and development of some of the greatest known artists. 

Church choirs can therefore be considered as the foundation of music, as well as assisting with 
issues of social cohesion and nation building, and being a major player in moral regeneration of 
communities and society in general,” he said. Participating choirs are guaranteed R1000 for 
participating. 

 [Source:  www.publiceyenews.com] 


