
 
 

BRIGHT PLANS TO REVIVE BOXING 

 

SPEARHEAD: Sport MEC Dan Kgothule and BSA boss Moffat Qithi 

Free State is determined to revive boxing as one of the leading sports in the province – and nobody 
thinks that the province is punching above its weight with that idea. 

Provincial department of sports, arts, culture and recreation has set the ball rolling with the launch 
today of a provincial boxing league and other two programmes aimed at uplifting communities in 
Welkom. 
 
MEC Dan Kgothule is set to unveil a new Free State boxing league while the introduction of arts in 
schools and mines dance competitions are some of the other initiatives on the department’s agenda. 

Welkom is the mining hub of the province and already boasts champion boxers like John Makgotsa 
who has his roots in the mining industry. 

Within the mines is a rich history of various dance forms from various cultures within the province, like 
“mohobelo” of the Basotho and “indlamu”, the Zulu dance. 

The reason for these initiatives is that sport plays a fundamental role in the makeup of the youth and 
contributes to the substantial communications development in communities. 
 
“We took a decision to promote boxing because of the passion people have for the sport,” said 
department spokesperson Zola Tankiso. “The province has a rich history of the sport and there are 26 
boxing stables around the province.” 

As part of recreation through dance the department decided to formalise these art forms and Free 
State is home to boxers like Motswake Moselesele who is in the flyweight division, Makgotsa in the 
middleweight division and Tello Dithebe fromm Kroonstad in the junior-featherweight. 

The trio recently performed exceptionally well and have secured ratings in the top ten brackets of their 
Boxing South Africa (BSA) weight divisions. 

BSA’s chief executive Moffat Qithi praised the community development of the sport but emphasised 
problems that this sport has in most communities. “The communities are in dire need of facilities and 
this issue has been raised by all provinces,” said Qithi. 

“As for the issue of equipment, boxers need a place where they can train and equipment that is up to 
standard. “Boxing in communities is not supported by the municipalities in terms of facilities, 
equipment and the like.” 



 
 

 

Qithi added that sponsorship for the broadcasting of boxing events was not as forthcoming as was the 
case in the past and that it was one of the main reasons for the lack of growth. 

 [Source:  www.thenewage.co.za] 

 


