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Department Mourns Deaths of Sport Stars 

 
The MEC for Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation, Me Mathabo Leeto would like to 

extend her condolences to the family, friends and supporters of two (2) of South 

Africa’s sporting heroes whose lives were cut short over the weekend. 

 

Bafana Bafana and Orlando Pirates goalkeeper, Senzo Meyiwa, was tragically killed 

this weekend by one of the mindless robbers in our society who pulled a trigger on 

this soccer star without thinking twice.  Meyiwa was in action on Saturday night when 

he helped the Buccaneers defeat Ajax Cape Town 4-1 at the Orlando Stadium in their 

Telkom Knockout quarter-final. He was on a path of helping the national soccer team 

in its ascendancy to excellent performance.  

 

Meyiwa had been a star for Bafana Bafana in recent months, and in the four AFCON 

qualifiers played to date he was yet to concede a goal, and captained the team in the 

absence of regular keeper and skipper, Itumeleng Khune. 

 

 

“It is with a heavy heart that I received the news of Senzo’s death, and would like to 

convey my sincere condolences to his family, friends and supporters. It is senseless 

acts of crime like this that again reminds us all of the ongoing fight against crime we 

face in South Africa. I call on all citizens to be vigilant against crime, and help the 

South African Police service in their efforts to rid society of these acts and 

perpetrators.” MEC Leeto stated. 

 

Senzo’s tragic death follows immediately after yet another South African sport star 

lost his life in a car accident. The former 800m Olympic silver medalist Mbulaeni 

Mulaudzi was killed in a car crash on Friday. He represented the country well at 

international level and was a pride of the nation. Mulaudzi will be remembered as the 

2009 world champion in the men's 800 meters. He carried the flag for his country at 

the opening ceremony of the 2004 Summer Olympics, where he became an Olympic 

silver medalist. 

His personal best for the 800 m was 1:42.86 minutes. He ranked first on time in the 

2006 and 2007 seasons, becoming the first Black South African athlete to achieve 

such a feat. His indoor best time of 1:44.91 minutes is a South African record for the 

distance. 

 

Following the fatal car accident that took the life of Mulaudzi MEC Leeto urges all 

our citizens to be cautious on the road particularly as we are about to enter the festive 
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season, to take heed to the “arrive alive” campaigns and do whatever is necessary to 

ensure that we support all efforts by government. 

 “To have two of our country’s sporting heroes taken from us in a matter of days is 

beyond sad, and the country as a whole will be grieving this immense loss with the 

family, friends and supporters. I would like to extend my humblest and sincere 

condolences to the families of both Senzo Meyiwa and Mbulaeni Mulaudzi and thank 

them for the sacrifices they have made to become role models for the young 

sportsmen and women in our country. Their dedication to their trade was truly 

inspirational. May both their souls rest in peace,” MEC Leeto said. 
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