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26 February 2017 

MEC LEETO SENDS CONDOLENCES TO THE MOLEMA FAMILY 

The Free State MEC for Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation Me Mathabo Leeto 

would like to take this opportunity to send her heartfelt condolences to the Molemela 

family and the entire sport fraternity on behalf of the Department following the 

passing on of one of the sport administrator and business man to have ever come out 

of our province – Dr Petrus Molemela. 

On 26 March 2017, our province and the entire sport fraternity learnt with shock 

about the untimely departure of Dr Molemela. In this regard, MEC Leeto wishes to 

convey her heartfelt message of condolence to the family, friends and all those who 

crossed paths with Dr Molemela. The Free State Department of Sport, Arts, Culture 

and Recreation carries this burden of grief together with the Molemela family. Many 

within our province and nation have stood in perfect silence to pay their respects. 

Dr Molemela was born on 16 April 1933 at a farm called Bethel and holds an 

honorary doctorate from the Central University of Technology, Free State. At the time 

of his passing he was the Lifetime President of Bloemfontein Celtic Football Club. 

We pay our respects to Dr Molemela precisely because he lived a life that was worth 

emulating. Today the football club he founded, Bloemfontein Celtic, has earned its 

place as a hallmark for the city of Mangaung and the entire Free State province. It is 

because of his solid and proud legacy that the Free State Provincial Government 

found it befitting to rename the newly refurbished and state of the art stadium after 

him: Dr Rantlai Molemela stadium.   

“Dr Molemela’s legacy is that of a national treasure in our society who dedicated 

most of his life towards identifying and nurturing young talent and as an astute 

business person. Even posthumously, he remains a key figure from which we can 

draw lessons on how to utilize sport to foster social cohesion and nation building. He 
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passes on at a time when we are striving towards realizing these ideals as stipulated in 

the National Development Plan,” said MEC Leeto. 

The people of the Free State shall forever be indebted to the Molemela family 

especially because of the legacy left behind by Dr Molemela. We pray that God gives 

you strength. 
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