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20 APRIL 2017 

PUBLIC INPUTS FOR 20
TH

 MACUFE CELEBRATIONS 

The Free State Department of Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation invites members of 

the public to make submissions regarding the staging of the 20
th

 edition of the 

Mangaung African Cultural Festival (MACUFE) which will be held in Mangaung 

during October 2017. The Department urges the public to submit their ideas, 

concepts, and recommendations on how to best celebrate this world-class cultural 

event. This year marks the 20
th

 anniversary of MACUFE and the Department seeks to 

involve the general public in its conceptualization and staging thus incorporating a 

variety of ideas and concepts from our people. 

Since its inaugural staging in 1997, MACUFE has showcased the best local and 

international African artists across various disciplines and provided quality 

professional service to its patrons through an extensive and structured marketing 

campaign by utilizing established infrastructure and resources at its disposal. 

MACUFE has, over the years, distinguished itself from most popular festivals in 

South Africa which are focused on Eurocentric culture, paying scant regard to 

indigenous African culture. 

Members of the public can make their written submissions at any public library in the 

Free State province or through the Department’s official social media sites as stated 

below on or before 28 April 2017: 

Facebook: Free State Department of Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation 

Twitter: @fssacr 

In her 2017/18 Budget Vote Speech MEC Leeto said, “This year we will be 

celebrating the 20
th

 Anniversary of MACUFE. The Department has already started 

with consultations with different stakeholders as to how best we can celebrate the 20
th

 

Anniversary of MACUFE. We invite the public to make suggestions by means of the 
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Departmental social media platforms and through suggestion boxes made available in 

all the libraries across the province. The socio-economic impact assessment 

conducted by the Centre for Development Support of the University of the Free State 

in 2015 leaves no doubt that the Mangaung African Cultural Festival (MACUFE) is 

an important tool in boosting the local economy in Mangaung.  

According to the study, MACUFE generates approximately R91 million in visitor 

expenditure in Bloemfontein. „If one includes expenditure by locals, a total of R150 

million is spent by those attending MACUFE. The festival attracts approximately 18 

000 visitors from outside Mangaung to the city.‟ This assessment highlights the great 

achievement of this provincial flagship programme.” 

Issued by:           

Mr. Tankiso Zola         

Director: Communication and IT   

Cell: 082 940 2392      

Tel: 051 – 4104742/4786/4735  

Email: tankiso@sacr.fs.gov.za    
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