February 2017

1. PRINCIPAL’S CORNER:
Delivering his 2017 State of the Province Address (SOPA) Premier

Ace Magashule stated that, “This year, The Year of Oliver Reginald
Tambo, we honour an activist and a volunteer, whose participation
in the people’s struggle was not motivated by the desire for personal
enrichment, but for the good of the people as a whole. President OR
Tambo was an icon who was opposed to a South Africa divided along
racial, gender and ethnic lines. He was a unifier who understood the
importance of unity in the struggle for freedom.”
This complements our vision as a department to champion social transformation through implementing programs that enhance and promote
social cohesion within our communities. The task of building a South
Africa that is truly non-racial, non-sexist, democratic and prosperous
remains a responsibility of all of us. Drawing lessons from our struggle
stalwart and national hero OR Tambo, we have to resist all forms of discrimination and defend the gains of our freedom as a country. Through
the commemoration of days such as Freedom Day, Heritage Day, Day of Reconciliation and Africa
Day, we continue to encourage all members of our society to contribute in building a caring and united
society, in our diversity.
President OR Tambo’s journey in pursuit of international cooperation, peace, solidarity, justice and
equality did not perish in 1993 when he passed on. The legacy of President Tambo shall never perish before our eyes. To honour his legacy, we will continue with the quest for unity in purpose; for a
common vision, towards a fully transformed South Africa. The year 2017 also marks the centenary
of the sinking of the SS Mendi Vessel, which was carrying a total of 646 men, most of which were
members of the South African Native Labour Corps. In the past, our history did not acknowledge the
role played by black people in colonial wars. As a department we honour these fallen heroes for their
service to our nation.
Regards

Mrs N.S Leeto

MEC: Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation
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2. BRAGGING RIGHTS:
SACR WELCOMES NEW HOD

O

n 10 January 2017 Free State
Premier Mr. Ace Magashule took a
decision in terms of the Public Service Act to appoint a new Head of
Department for the Department of
Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation.
Mr. Ramathe Stanley Malope was
announced as the new HOD for the
Department and MEC Mathabo Leeto has warmly welcomed the new
HOD on behalf of all staff and stakeholders in the Department. MEC
Leeto also congratulated the former
HOD Advocate Tsoarelo Malakoane
for his services to the Department
and wished him well in his new role
as HOD for the Department of Education.
Born in Tumahole, Parys, Mr. Malope brings with him vast knowledge
and expertise to ensure that the Department soars to greater heights in
its quest to champion social cohesion
and transformation. Mr. Malope is a
seasoned public servant and has previously served as the SuperintendentGeneral for Education in the Free

State. He also obtained a number of
educational qualifications such as
Secondary Teacher’s Diploma from
Mphohadi College of Education in
1986, Further Education Diploma in
Education Guidance from RAU College in 1996, B.Ed (Honours) from
the Rand Afrikaanse Universiteit
(RAU) in 1999. Additionally, he obtained a Human Resource Management Diploma from Business Management Training in 2002.
“As a department, we all look forward to establishing cordial working
relations with the new HOD and to
draw lessons from him as he is expected to provide strategic leadership
within the department especially on
an administrative level. Undoubtedly, he is a competent individual
who is committed to any task that is
put before him hence his track record
speaks volumes” said MEC Mathabo Leeto.
Mr. Malope has completed various certificates with a variety of institutions to enhance his skills in a
number of competencies ranging
from Project Management, Finacial
Management, to Human Resource
Management. From 1987 to 1996,
Malope taught at Phehellang Senior
Secondary School. He also served
the same school as Head of Department for Social Sciences. From 1990
to 1996, he served as the Acting Principal for Tumahole Adult Centre.
Malope also served the Fezile Dabi
Education District in various capacities from 1996 to 2001; being a
Teacher Development and Appraisal
(TDA) Officer from 1996 to 1999.
In 2000, he was appointed as a
School Management Developer
(SMD) in the same District. From
2001 to 2006 Malope served as a

Whole School Evaluation Supervisor at Head Office in Bloemfontein.
From January 2007 to September
2008, he was the Deputy Director
for Human Resources: Supervision
and Management at the Fezile Dabi
Education District. In October 2008,
he was appointed by the Department
of Sport, Arts and Culture as Corporate Human Resource Manager
at PACOFS – a position which he
held until 31 May 2009.Malope has
also served in various capacities in
other education structures, namely,
as a founding member and secretary
of the Tumahole Education Forum
(TEF) in 1990, a convenor of the
NEECC (National Education Coordinator Committee) Parys Branch
in 1993, an EXCO Member of Phehellang Senior Secondary PTSA in
1995, and a member of the Fezile
Dabi Education District Principals’
Council in 2007.
From 1996 to 2000 and 2007 to
2008, he was appointed a Member of
the Business-Education Partnership,
and a council member of the Flavius
Mareka FET College from 2007 to
2009. Malope has served the ANC
as a branch secretary in Parys from
1993 to 1995, a member of the ANC
Northern Free State Region Education Desk from 1996 to 1998, and
as a founding member and secretary
of the Helen Joseph ANC Branch
from 2000 to 2002. Malope was a
founding member of the then Vaal
Progressive Teachers’ Organisation
(VAPTO), in which he served as a
branch secretary. He later served as
the Chairperson for the South African Democratic Teachers’ Union
(SADTU) Parys Branch from 1991
to 1996.
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PRINCE KAYBEE WINS 2ND MMA

Free

State-born DJ and music producer Kabelo Motsamai
(Prince Kaybee) won another
Metro FM Music Award at the
16th edition of the Metro FM
Awards (MMAs) that were held in
Durban on 25 February 2017. This
time around he was crowned the
Best Remix award for his work on
DJ Ganyani’s “Talk to me” song.
This was Prince Kaybee’s second
Metro Award following his 2016
win for Best Dance Album.
Congratulating Prince Kaybee,
MEC Leeto said, “We are immensely proud as the people of the
Free State to have been represented so well by a talented individual
in the form of Prince Kaybee. His
successful voting campaign was
as a result of our collective and
combined support. The patriotism of the Free State people was

felt through Prince Kaybee’s voting campaign which he carried
out since the announcement of
his nomination. I therefore wish
to thank thousands of people who
voted for him. Prince Kaybee is
one of many talented Free State
artists and hopefully, we will have
many more to emerge and excel
at a national stage like he is currently doing.”
The Free State Department of
Sport, Arts, Culture, and Recreation continues to support Prince
Kaybee and many other Free State
artists through various platforms
such as the recent SA Sport Awards
held in Bloemfontein where he
performed and also through the
annual Mangaung Cultural Festival (MACUFE) where he dazzled
fans with his sounds.

NATIONAL COMMUNITY RADIO AWARDS HOSTED IN MANGAUNG

The Free State hosted the first

ever National Community Radio
Awards in Bloemfontein at the
Sand Du Plessis Theatre on 17
February 2017. The awards celebrated the work of community
radio in the province and throughout South Africa. With hundreds
of nominations for the awards’
11 categories, organisers were
pleased with how the awards are
engaging community broadcasters.
“We are delighted to be hosting
the first community radio awards
in South Africa. This is not about
winners and losers, but rather an
opportunity to showcase the fantastic work achieved on an hourly

basis by community broadcasters
in South Africa,” MEC Mathabo
Leeto said.
The awards will be held in Bloemfontein for the next five years.
The event formed part of the programme of the National Community Radio Week (NCRW)
workshop that was held at Phillip
Sanders Resort and facilitated by
the University of Free State from
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February 13 to 18 where station managers are expected to be
trained in management, governance and development skills.
Upon completion of the training
participants received certificates
for management, governance, finance and marketing. “The time
has arrived for the sector to move
to another level, which is financial health and professionalism in
community radio.

100TH ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATION OF SS MENDI

The Free State MEC for Sport,

Arts, Culture and Recreation Mrs.
Mathabo Leeto joined many South
Africans to observe the centenary
commemoration of the SS Mendi
troopship as part of honoring our
national heritage. On 16 January

1917, the SS Mendi troopship
sailed from Cape Town en-route
to Le Havre in France, carrying
the last contingent of the South
African Native Labour Corps,
comprising eight hundred and
five Africans, five white officers,
seventeen non-commissioned officers and thirty three crew members. Unfortunately, on 21 February 1917 the SS Mendi collided
with SS Darro in the icy waters of
Southampton.
Of the full complement, only four
were washed ashore in the Neth-

erlands, one is interred in Hastings, one in France and in the
Hollybrook cemetery. This means
960 of those who set sail from
Cape Town have not been accounted for. MEC Mathabo would
like to pay tribute to the families
of those brave soldiers who selflessly gave their lives for the good
of all South Africans and served
our country with distinction.
“In constructing a united, nonsexist, non-racial, and prosperous South Africa, we should draw
lessons from our past so as to in-
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form our present and help guide
us to our future. As a nation that
is proud of its heritage, we have
to pay homage to the descendants
of the brave soldiers of the SS
Mendi. The task of nation building and fostering social cohesion
has never been so urgent like now.
It is our firm view that through the
arts, the project of nation building, social cohesion and reconciliation can be realised. Days of
National Significance and other
Calendar Days will continue to be
celebrated as a mobilising force
that should pull all our citizens
in the Free State and South Africa together” said MEC Mathabo
Leeto.

3. SERVICE DELIVERY MILESTONE:

YOUNG PATRIOTS PROGRAMME HELD IN WELKOM

The

national Department of
Arts and Culture together with the
Free State Department of Sport,
Art, Culture and Recreation embarked on a Young Patriots Programme from 7-11 February 2017
in Welkom, Free State. This programme was held to ensure that
young patriots are placed in different Arts centres across the province
and that they work closely with
the Museum Services. The overall objective is to empower young
people with skills and knowledge
such that they can be employable
or initiate their own businesses
thus playing an important role in
our economy. Specifically, this

programme will help create job
opportunities for youth in the arts,
culture and heritage sector.
The Young Patriots Programme
served as a solution facing the arts
and culture sector of having a large
contingent of young people who
are not fully exposed to the heritage
landscape that seeks to promote
intergeneration understanding and
that positively demonstrates the
resilience of African leadership
against colonial and apartheid past.
A total of 33 young people across
the Free State province who are
currently unemployed and in possession of a Grade 12 certificate
will be afforded an opportunity to
form part of this programme and
they will receive a monthly stipend
of R 2 000.
It is the conviction of the Department of Sport, Arts, Culture and
Recreation that the youth are central to achieving many aspects of

nation building and social cohesion and that there is a need to accelerate youth employment and
improvement of their quality of
life, irrespective of where they live.
Moreover, many African youths remain marginalized and do not have
social networks that can give them
hope for a better tomorrow.
“The Young Patriots Programme
will contribute to wider government plans of transforming society, accelerating the pace of
change, promoting social transformation and deepening democracy.
Young Patriots Programme’s specific projects will promote of civic
awareness, patriotism and contribute to national reconstruction. It
will also create easier transition for
youth into their adulthood and support their access to economic and
further learning opportunities” said
MEC Mathabo Leeto.
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INTERNATIONAL MOTHER LANGUAGE DAY OBSERVED

On 21 February 2017 The Free

State Department of Sport, Arts,
Culture and Recreation joined
the global community in observing and commemorating International Mother Language Day.
International Mother Language
Day is a worldwide annual observance held on 21 February to
promote awareness of linguistic
and cultural diversity and multilingualism. First announced by
INESCO on 17 November 1999,
it was formally recognised by the
United Nations General Assembly
in its resolution establishing 2008
as the International Year of Languages.
In this regard the department
has a number of programmes in
place to ensure the preservation

and promotion of languages that
are most spoken in the Free State
Province such as Sesotho, Setswana, IsiXhosa, and Afrikaans.
This is realised through the annual MACUFE WordFest that
the department runs for authors,
publishers, and wordsmiths in
general. The department further
sends a contingent of Free State
authors to the National Arts Festival in Grahamstown annually
to ensure that they are exposed
to new vistas and come back to
impart knowledge to their peers
in the province.
On the eve of celebrating Heritage Day, the department also
hosts the “Re a meriting” Programme. On this evening the department hosts different cultural

groups to do storytelling (ditshomo) in their own languages have
Bushfire Evenings with traditional food, dance, and music.
Furthermore, libraries throughout
the province are furnished with
several books written in African
languages and the department
encourages the public to make
maximum use of these valuable
resources.
“On this important day we also
recommit ourselves to work with
our local authors and publishers
to promote the achievement of
the goal of celebrating our culture
and heritage as the people of the
Free State. This means ensuring
that all our literary practitioners
are given opportunities and the
necessary support to fulfill their
mandate of promoting and guarding our languages with pride”
said MEC Mathabo Leeto.

FREE STATE PROVINCIAL LIBRARY SERVICES – HOST OF
NATIONAL LIBRARY POLICY STAKEHOLDER INDABA

Free

State Provincial Library
Services hosted the National
Department of Arts and Culture
(DAC), National Library of South
Africa (NLSA) and the Council for Library and Information
Services (NCLIS) for the Library
Policy Stakeholder Indaba on 03
February 2017 at the Old Vista
University in Bloemfontein. The

Indaba is part of the stakeholder
consultation process to develop
the National Library and Information Services Policy for library
services in South Africa.
In total approximately 88 delegates across all LIS sectors i.e.
school libraries, academic, special
and public libraries including the
National Library of South Africa
attended the Indaba. The policy

consultation process is coordinated by the NLSA with some members of the NCLIS facilitating the
process, i.e. Prof Muxe Nkondo;
Prof Mary Nassimbeni (UCT),
Prof. Genevieve Hart (UWC);
Dr Maepa (NLSA); Mr Puleng
Kekana (NDAC). The HOD Mr
Stanley Malope gave an inspiring
introduction about his views on
importance of libraries in educa-
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tion. Mrs Ramugondo (Acting
Director- Free State Provincial
Library Services, presented an
overview of the state of libraries
in the Free State Province.
The Policy aims to contribute to
social and economic development
with specific reference to the
implementation of the National
Development Plan (NDP) in the
library sector. It will therefore solicit strong government support

for the recognition of the essential
role of libraries in socio-economic development in South Africa.
The Library and Information Services Policy will provide guidance
for the development of the sector
by redressing the inequalities of
the past in terms of the provision
of National library and information services and will strengthen
public libraries as true community
development partners.

