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BASOTHO CULTURAL VILLAGE – TOWARDS 17 th ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION 

 
 
The Basotho Cultural Village (BCV), located at the picturesque Golden Gates 
between Clarens and Phuthaditjhaba, continues to be the bedrock and custodian of the 
Basotho cultural history. Having been established in 1990 as a living museum for the 
preservation of Basotho culture, BCV will celebrate its 17th anniversary on the 21st 
October 2011.  
 
As a prelude to, and an integral part of, the anniversary celebrations the Village has 
formulated a programme called the Museum Week. During this programme schools 
and the general public have been invited to tour the museum/village to learn more 
about the Basotho culture in particular and African culture in general. The programme 
includes exhibitions around museum services in general; story telling and puppet 
shows for the young ones; beating of drums and so on.  
 
On the first day of the Museum Week, visitors from as far as the Western Cape, 
Eastern Cape and Gauteng were being given museum tours as part of the daily 
programme of the museum. The week long programme will culminate into the major 
celebration at BCV on the 21st and 22nd October 2011. Museum tours, story telling, 
rendition of cultural music and dance will form part of the celebrations.    
 
Since its inception BCV has indeed established itself as a living museum 
characterized by a variety of daily and special activities that showcases the culture of 
the Basotho and Africans in general. These include the annual celebration of Basotho 
New Year on the 31st July. 
 
 
According to the African Calendar, the New Year starts after the dry season, which is 
after winter in Central South Africa (Regions of the Western Cape Province 
experience winter rainfall). Especially amongst the Basotho, the African new year 
start therefore in August (Phato), known for the blowing winds, clearing Mother 
Earth and refreshing the ground with showers of Spring. 
 
Africans, or Basotho in particular, do not follow the Gregorian calendar as is the 
practice, but rather rely on the solstice and position of the moon, the natural indicator 
of seasonal rotation. As most have observed, the full moon occurred on the 15-16th of 
July. This full moon experience has an expression in Sesotho: “Ha kgwedi e toloka”.   
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The Traditional Dance Competitions are also staged at BCV annually. This 
programme serves as one of the key highlights in the calendar of the Village. On the 
10th September 2011, like previous years, the young and old came from all angles of 
Thabo Mofutsanyana District and descended into the mountains surrounded BCV. 
The goal and spirit was one: celebration of traditional culture. An ensemble of 
indigenous dance and song was magnificently showcased in various genres: Mokgibo, 
Zulu Dance, Mohobelo, Dipina tsa Mokopu and Tswana Dance. Each category 
comprised of a particular number of groups, manifesting an interest in the 
competition: Mokgibo (16 groups); Zulu Dance (3 groups); Mohobelo (6 groups); 
Dipina tsa Mokopu (9 groups) and Tswana Dance (10 groups). 
 
 
Traditionally known as the custodian of Basotho culture, BCV now incorporated the 
celebration of Zulu and Tswana culture in the staging of the 2011 Traditional Dance 
Competition. The participation of other cultural groups in the Basotho Cultural 
Village Traditional Dance competition symbolizes a strong multicultural existence 
(Zulu, Tswana and Sotho) in and around Thabo Mofutsanyana district.  
 
The competition comprises of groups of learners from schools around the district. 
This serves as an important platform for the inculcation of cultural pride and 
development of identity amongst the youth. In the face of the loss of cultural pride 
and identity amongst young people in the modern age, the singing and dancing of, for 
example, Dipina tsa Mokopu, serves as an educational platform for the African youth. 
Dipina tsa Mokopu are songs that were traditionally sung by young African girls 
during the times of harvesting and festivities. Young girls would challenge each other 
across villages in singing and dancing around these songs.  
 
Such an exhibition of cultural pride and identity at the Village is a vivid manifestation 
of a commitment by the post-apartheid government to act in keeping with the spirit 
and letter of the Constitution to promote and respect all cultures in our land.  
 
The Free State Provincial Government, through the Department of Sport, Arts, 
Culture and Recreation, is thus in tandem with this letter and spirit as well as the 
promotion of social cohesion and nation building through sport, arts and culture. 
 
 
Your media house is invited to the 17th anniversary celebration of Basotho Cultural 
Village on the 21st October 211 at 17:30 with a gala dinner and the 22nd October 
2011 at 10:00 with a cultural dance competition.  
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